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Club milestones 

 

 
 

3 May 1895 Hananns Football Club was established. 
 

1900 Kalgoorlie Football Club enters the Hannans District 
Football Association. 

 

1906 Kalgoorlie drops out of main Goldfields Football 
Association competition. 

 

1907 Kalgoorlie City Football Club re-enters GFA. 
 
 
 
 
 

League names 
 
 

The controlling body of Goldfields football has had several names over the last 102 years. They include: 

Hannans District Football Association (HDFA) 1896-1900 

Goldfields Football Association 1901-1907 

Goldfields Football League 1908-1919 

Goldfields Football Association 1920-1925 

Goldfields National Football League 1926-1987 

Goldfields Football League 1988 — now 

 

 

 

 



 

 

About the author 
 

 

John Terrell was born in Kalgoorlie on 28 January 1946 and 
named after his great-grandfather, a Cornish miner and 
Australian pioneer, who worked in Australia's first metal 
(copper) mine at Burra in South Australia. 

The Terrells moved to the copperfields of Moonta in the early 
1860s and joined the Coolgardie goldrush in the 1890s. John 
Terrell's grandfather, James Henry, became a member of a 
syndicate which operated the Birthday Gift gold mine at 
Burbanks, south of Coolgardie. John's father, Hubert Victor 
Terrell, followed the family tradition into mining, working most 
of his life on the Golden Mile at Gold Mines of Kalgoorlie's 
Perseverance mine. 

"Hubie" was a staunch follower of the Kalgoorlie City Football 
Club. He was captain-coach of the Wallabies (the first-rates 
feeder club to Kangas) for several years during the late 1920s 
and early 1930s and won a club fairest and best award during 
that era. 

 
His son, John (also "Hubie") Terrell, entered journalism with the 
ABC in Kalgoorlie in 1965 and worked there for 14 years before 
continuing his career in Perth. 

 

 

 

John Terrell represented the Goldfields in three sports - football, cricket and baseball. In 1967 he won the 
GNFL reserves fairest and best before breaking into Kangas' league team in 1968. During his debut year 
at league level he represented the Goldfields against East Fremantle and again when the Goldfields 
played Eastern Districts at Merredin in 1971. Overall he played about 75 league games for Kangas, mainly 
in the centre and on the half-forward line, and was a member of John Harding's outstanding Kangas 
combination in the early 1970s. 

- Calvin Wilson, Secretary, Goldfields Football League 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The author John Terrell. 



 

 

Foreword 

 
 

 

Like the story of Kalgoorlie itself, the Kalgoorlie City Football Club has a rich history. It is a history 
marked by early success through the club's predecessor, the Hannans Football Club, which won the 
district premiership in 1897. Then followed three decades of disappointment, disruption, and almost self 
destruction. 

The Kalgoorlie City Football Club survived those traumatic times to taste premiership success for the first 
time under its own name in 1927. It was a glorious chapter in the club's history and team captain Tom 
Webb, a local schoolteacher, became an instant hero. Kangas defeated traditional rivals Railways by 11 
points in the grand final - 7.15 (57) to 6.10 (46). 

1930 saw further laurels added to the crown when John "Gus" Ferguson led Kalgoorlie to victory in the 
grand final, once again at the expense of Railways - 11.12 (78) to 7.16 (58). 

Then something of a jinx hit the club. They contested five grand finals over the next seven years, losing 
them all. 

Kalgoorlie City broke through for their next premiership in 1941. Subsequent premierships were achieved 
in 1953. 1954, 1962, 1980, 1984, 1988 and 1992 -making a total of 11 in all, including the premiership won 
by Hannans in 1897. 

Even though it has the worst premiership record of the major clubs (Mines have won 33 premierships, 
Railways 25 and Boulder City 23) Kalgoorlie City is eyeing the future with great optimism. 

With a sound administration, a squad of fit and focused players and a loyal band of supporters there is 
no reason why Kangas can't become the dominant club of Goldfields football over the next 100 years. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
The Early Years 

 

 

Spartan Beginnings 

Life was pretty rugged in Kalgoorlie in the lead-up to organised football in the town late last century.  

On 3 May 1895, the Hannans Football Club was formed at a meeting at the Exchange Hotel in 

Kalgoorlie. Mayor John Wilson became president and T. B. Chaplin, formerly of the Richmond Football 

Club, was appointed secretary-treasurer. 

A loose competition began with Hannans, White Feather from Kanowna and Boulder City (also known 

as the Boulder "Busters" and Great Boulder). Hannans' first game was against Boulder on 24 May 1895 

when they failed to score while the Boulder piled on 11.12 (78). Other games, such as Hannans versus 

Bendigo Camp and Victoria versus the Rest of the World, were played later that year.  

A meeting at the Great Boulder Hotel on 12 July 1896 led to the formation of the Hannans District 

Football Association (HDFA). Later that month, a report in the Kalgoorlie Miner newspaper under the 

headline HANNANS FOOTBALL CLUB gave coverage of a scratch match which read: "There was a g ood 

roll up of members and, after sides were chosen, play began at 3pm."  

One side was named Brown Hill (as a number of players worked on the mine there), and the other 

Hannans. 

Very fair form was shown by about a dozen players, and it is evident that the town team possesses the 

nucleus of a good team. The game ended in a draw four goals each. Mr Carmody from the IOU mine 

made an efficient umpire." 

Then followed an intriguing statement which indicated that conditions at the  

Gravel Champs: Players and supporters of the Hannans Football Club, Goldfields premiers in 1897. 



 

Kalgoorlie Recreation Reserve were fairly spartan in the winter of 1896, just three years after Paddy 

Hannan made his famous gold discovery at the foot of Mount Charlotte on 17 June 1893. The report 

continued: "The club will need to have all the (tree) stumps removed from the ground before regular 

matches commence. And, on the next occasion, even if it only be a scratc h match, players should turn up 

in uniform." 

Teams in the first season of the HDFA in 1896 included Hannans and Victorians from Kalgoorlie. 

Boulder City and White Feather from Kanowna. Only Boulder City has survived to this day although, in 

an obscure sort of way, Kalgoorlie City was represented from the beginning by Hannans.  

 

Hannans take 1897 premiership cup 

The Hannans District Football Association was only in its second year, but the match between Hannans 

and arch rivals Boulders to decide the region's  premier team for 1897 was full of tension and 

controversy. 

The match started late after 

the Hannans team was delayed in 

reaching the Kalgoorlie Recreation 

Ground due to a pre-arranged 

photographic session at the Tivoli 

Theatre. 

The match was described as "most 

interesting throughout", with Hannans 

leading by a solitary point - 4.6 (30) to 

Boulders 4.5 (29) at three-quarter time. 

Then Jerry Gullan, one of three famous 

footballing brothers who came to the 

WA goldfields from Ballarat, booted a 

drop-kick goal to increase Hannans' 

lead by seven points. Boulders 

followed up with two points, until a 

fight broke out with five minutes of 

the match 

remaining. The score at that stage was 

Hannans 5.6 (36) to Boulder's 4.7 (31).  

It was not a minor scuffle, but a major 

fight, which sparked an invasion of the 

ground by spectators. Even after a 

mounted trooper rode on to the 

ground, it was impossible to restore 

order. Mr S. Lean, the officiating 

central umpire, stopped the game and left the field.  

He later stated that the Boulder players had first left the ground which was not the correct thing to do, 

and he was not sure whether the league would award the match to Hannans, declare it a draw or order 

it to be played again. 

Prize Trophy: Kangas' chairman Lawrie Wilson with one of the oldest trophies in 

Goldfields football, the 1897 premiership cup which was won by the Hannans Football 

Club. 



 

However, at a wind-up "smoke social" later that month (September 1897) the premiership cup and caps 

were handed over to the season's champion team, Hannans.  

Three silver-mounted pipes were also presented as trophies to outstanding players in the winning team. 

They were awarded as follows: Best ruck player  and rover, McIntyre; best place man, Rowell; and kicker 

of the winning goal, Jerry Gullan. 

 

Club origins and colours 

Tracing the origins of the Kalgoorlie City Football Club is like peeking into a kaleidoscope. One tweak 

of the lens and the image suddenly changes, colours included. 

 

Early Action: The earliest action photo involving players of the Kalgoorlie Football Club. The year is unknown, however, in 1900, the 

Kalgoorlie team was referred to as "the dark blues". The other team pictured (in the lighter-coloured striped guernseys) is Mines Rovers. 



 

The genesis of the club is often linked with the Hannans Football Club which was established in 1895 

and was one of the foundation clubs of the Hannans District Football Association (HDFA) in 1896.  

Members of the Hannans Football Club wore red and white guernseys when they won the 1897 

premiership. A tangible link with that famous victory is the premiership cup which was later passed on 

to the Kalgoorlie City Football Club and is now proudly displayed in Kangas’ clubrooms at the Sir 

Richard Moore Sports Centre.  

The fortunes of the Hannans Football Club dipped after the 1897 premiership and by 1899 they were 

regularly outclassed by opposition teams. 

A Kalgoorlie Miner newspaper headline on Monday 22 May 1899 cried out: POOR HANN ANS! after 

they were vanquished by Boulder City 3.8 (26) to 1.2 (eight points).  

Spectator support for Hannans began to wane, with gate receipts of only a few pounds being recorded 

for one match against Kanowna in 1899.  

There was no mention of Hannans in the main HDFA competition in 1900. That year saw the first 

reference to Kalgoorlie in the HDFA. 

Just prior to the commencement of the 1900 season, HDFA officials expressed concern about the poor 

spirit among the Kalgoorlie players and urged them to muster again in an effort to resuscitate the old 

Hannans Football Club. 

A notice appeared in the Kalgoorlie Miner on Saturday 12 May 1900 asking players of the Kalgoorlie 

F.C. to report at the Kalgoorlie Recreation Ground at 2.30pm the next day to select a captain for the new 

season. 

The season had actually started the previous Sunday, but Kalgoorlie had a bye on 13 May 1900 due to 

the fact that there were five teams in the HDFA competition - Boulder City, Mines Rovers, Kanowna,  

Kalgoorlie Railways and Kalgoorlie.  

With "Robbie" being chosen as team captain, Kalgoorlie lost their opening 

The Red and Blues: A 1905 photograph showing players of the Kalgoorlie Football Club. That year the Kalgoorlie Miner newspaper 

indicated that the team's colours were red and blue. 



 

game of the 1900 season, the score being Mines Rovers 10.12 (72) to Kalgoorlie 4.4. (28). In a match 
report in the Kalgoorlie Miner on Monday 14 May 1900, Kalgoorlie was referred to  as the "dark blues" 
(as distinct from the lighter blue and white colours of their opponents that day, Mines Rovers).  

By 1904 Kalgoorlie players wore guernseys of red and blue. This is backed up by at least six reports in 

the Kalgoorlie Miner (on 18 July 1904, 8 May 1905, 17 July 1905, 22 July 1905, 31 July 1905 and 14 August 

1905) which made references to Kalgoorlie's red and blue colours.  

The first of these reports, on Monday 18 July 1904, delivered a tale of woe from the previous day's 

match between Kalgoorlie and Railways at the Kalgoorlie Recreation Reserve. The report referred to 

Kalgoorlie as "the red and blue division" and continued to describe how Railways very nearly clean -

slated their opposition, with Kalgoorlie's only goal being kicked out of a s crimmage by Packer. The final 

score was Railways 6.12 (48) to Kalgoorlie one goal (six points).  

Then, on Monday 14 August 1905, the Kalgoorlie Miner reported on a Goldfields Football Association 

match between Kalgoorlie and Coolgardie the previous day when: 

"At half time 3-to-l was offered against the red and blues, and it was noticeable that there were very few 

takers. One book offered the odds so freely that an irate Kalgoorlie barracker suggested that a hearse 

should be obtained to carry some of the (Kalgoorlie) players home." Kalgoorlie rallied strongly in the 

second half, but still lost, the final score being Coolgardie 10.5 (65) to Kalgoorlie 8.7 (55).  

Tri-Coloured Guernseys: The intrigue about the early-century colours of the Kalgoorlie City Football Club is further complicated by this 

1914 photo of the "Kalgoorlie Junior Football Club" whose members wore tri-coloured guernseys. The exact colours are not known. 



 

Adding to the intrigue about the club's colours is a write -up in "The Footballer", an official match-day 

programme of the Goldfields National Football League on 6 June 1937, which said: 

"The Kalgoorlie Football Club first saw the light of day in 1900, the original colours being blue with a 

maroon sash. Early records of the club are scarce, but the early  stalwarts were Jack Wills and Jack 

Willard. In 1906 the Trafalgar club withdrew from the league and Kalgoorlie adopted their colours 

(black and white)." 

The early part of the century must have been an era of great instability for the Kalgoorlie Football C lub, 

because they dropped out of the Goldfields Football Association's main competition in 19 06. 

There is evidence that Kalgoorlie fielded a second-rates team in a Sunday morning match against 

Imperials at the Foundry ground at the start of the 1906 season. However, Kalgoorlie was not mentioned 

in the main fixtures list for the GFA competition that year.  

Kalgoorlie made a shaky re-entry to the GFA in 1907, wearing Trafalgar's black and white colours. When 

the season kicked off, Kalgoorlie stripped five men short for their opening game against Warriors. They 

were beaten 11.17 (83) to 1.2 (eight points).  

Members of the South Kalgoorlie Junior Football Club in 1919. The club, known as the "Rosebuds" amalgamated with Kalgoorlie City in 

1922. 

Back row (left to right): G. Arnold (trainer), Axford, R Hughes, Tresise, unknown, F Willox, Bartlett, Holman (trainer). 

Third row: unknown, Hughes, Valance, Flood, Hawkins, P. Harvey, J. Perry, King, Marsh, George, J. Cassin. Second row: H. Northwood, Tit 

Marsh (father of 1952 Sandover Medallist Steve Marsh), V. Willox, D. Willox, J. Wright, Frosty Rogers, Sailor Marsh. Front row: C. Wulff 

A. Wulff F. Gardiner, S. Marks, Marsh, Hughes. 



 

A few weeks later, on Sunday 23 June 1907, they could muster only 14 players against competition 

giants, Boulder City.  In probably the darkest day in the club's history, Kalgoorlie were reduced to 

ridicule, being thrashed 31.20 (206) to 2.5 (17).  

The reporter covering the match for the Kalgoorlie Miner summed it up this way:  

"Despite their best efforts, the club has become disorganised and disheartened ... Callahan was the only 

one who displayed anything approaching senior form."  

At different times over the next 16 years (1907-1922) Kalgoorlie had some outstanding players within 

their ranks, footballers like Billie Gidney, Harold Ingle, "Boliver" Powell, Ott o White, Dave Griffiths and 

a host of others. Despite this the club could not show any positive results for their labours both on and 

off the field. 

On several occasions during that period, some people questioned the wisdom of persevering with the 

task, especially during World War One (1914-18) when senior football fixtures on the Goldfields were 

cancelled for at least a couple of years and finances were virtually non existent.  

The Kalgoorlie Miner, on 27 June 1921, referred to Kalgoorlie City as the Magpie s. 

Apparently, Kalgoorlie's first strides on the road to recovery came when the club was reorganised in 

1922. This involved an amalgamation with the South Kalgoorlie Junior Football Club, a first -rates team 

which used the Foundry Ground, in President Street, as their headquarters (see Kalgoorlie Miner  

Saturday 6 May 1922). 

This coincided with the emergence of the Kalgoorlie First Rates Football Club, one of at least nine teams 

in a separate competition from the main league 

Black and White: Kalgoorlie City's 1922 team. It is the earliest available photo showing the club's distinctive black and white 

colours. The players' names are unknown. 



 

which played on gravel sports grounds around the Goldfields. The Kalgoorlie First Rates Football Club, 

better known to locals as the "Wallabies", became closely linked with the Kalgoorlie City Football Club 

during the 1920s. The Wallabies carried the same black and white colours as Kangas and used the 

Foundry Ground as their headquarters.  

Often, the better Wallabies players would graduate to the Kalgoorlie City B-grade team (that grade was 

introduced in 1924) or the A-grade team if they were exceptionally good players. 

It's believed that the name "Kangas" emerged about that time. This stemmed from an apparent attempt 

to differentiate between younger players of the Kalgoorlie First Rates Football Club and the "big boys" 

of the Kalgoorlie City Football Club. The first rates were known as Wallabies (small kangaroos), while 

the seniors were referred to as the kangaroos or Kangas for short. 

Club stalwart, Gordon Virgo senior, says he can distinctly remember teams of the Kalgoorlie City 

Football Club being called both the "Magpies" and "Kangas" during the late 1920s and into the 1930s.  

"But, it was mainly Kangas, as I recall." he said. 

John W. "Gus" Ferguson who played in the club's first two premierships (in 1927 and 1930), remembers 

Kangas being the popular name of the club throughout his 125-game career. 

The most recent club badge to bear the symbol of a magpie is 1947.  

As for guernsey designs, black-and-white vertical stripes have been the dominant pattern this century. 

In fact, such guernseys have been worn on nine of the ten occasions that Kangas' league side has won 

the premiership, the exception being in 1941 when a black jumper with a white V was worn by the 

players. 

The Wallabies: Members of the Kalgoorlie First Rates Football Club. Better known as the "Wallabies" they were an 

important feeder club to Kangas during the 1920s and 1930s. 



 

The Virgo dynasty 

When Herbert Edward Virgo boarded a ship in Adelaide early this century and headed for Western 

Australia, little did he realise that he was laying the foundations of the greatest dynasty in t he history of 

the Kalgoorlie City Football Club. 

He arrived on the Goldfields in 1904, aged 19, and initially played football for Boulder City. After three 

years with the Tigers he transferred to the powerful Railways team. After another three years he 

switched to Kalgoorlie City with whom he played until his retirement in 1914.  

Over the next 45 years he devoted a considerable amount of his energy towards the administration and 

social affairs of KCFC. Along the way he served as club president, senior vice p resident and 

committeeman for many years. He never missed a match, supporting his beloved black-and-whites right 

up until his death at the age of 75 on 4 July 1959.  

While he was a passionate Kangas supporter, "Old Bud" was always ready to congratulate a be tter team. 

He could always see a bright spot, no matter how black a situation may have looked.  

He and wife Edith raised eight 

children on the Goldfields - Elsie, 

Herb junior, Doris, Gladys, Gordon, 

Phyllis, Shirley and Alan. All were 

avid Kangas followers. 

Over the years, "Old Bud" gained 

great delight watching each of his 

three sons, Herb, Gordon and Alan 

play for Kangas. The boys also 

served the club with distinction in 

many other ways - as coaches, 

trainers, committeemen and fathers 

of a new crop of Kangas players. 

Young Herb was an outstanding 

junior, being selected in the 1926 

State schoolboys football team with 

another Kangas player Dick Lawn, 

who later captained WA at senior 

level. 

Gordon "Bullet" Virgo followed in 

the footsteps 

Kanga Clan: A proud Herbert Edward "Bud " Virgo at Erskinville Oval, Sydney, in 1936, 

with his two sons, Herb "Young Bud" Virgo (left) and Gordon "Bullet" Virgo (right) and 

his two sons-in-law Hilary Hanrahan (second from left) and Ray Steward (second from the 

right). 

Virgo Sen. was one of the best footballers on the Goldfields in his younger days. He was 

considered a certainty to play for WA in the carnival side that toured Melbourne in 1908. 

However, during a possibles-versus-probables match, he allegedly and uncharacteristically 

threw the ball at an umpire and was overlooked for the State team. 



 

of his brother, also becoming a champion player on the Goldfields until he was badly injured in a car 

smash in 1938. Gordon later coached Kangas juniors to successive premierships in 1956 and 1937.  

Sons-in-law, Hilary Hanrahan and Ray Steward were dyed-in-the-wool Kangas players who represented 

the Goldfields in the 1930s. Another son-in-law, Ken Donaldson, won Kangas fairest and best award in 

1948. 

Since then the name Virgo has seldom been very far from the Kalgoorlie City Football Club, with 

Gordon's two sons Gordon junior and Rodney both representing the club with distinction. Young 

Gordon was, in fact, a member of Kangas' 1962 premiership team.  

Herb's two sons, Kevin and Trevor, and Alan's sons Brett and Ralph all played junior and senior football 

for Kangas. Brett and Ralph both captained junior teams for the club. Brett won the Goldfields junior 

fairest and best award in 1974 and the GFL's B-grade fairest and best in 1981. Greg Donaldson, son of 

Ken and grandson of the original Herbert "Bud" Virgo, also played for Kangas f or many years in the 

1960s and 1970s. 

In 1998 three of Brett's sons - Darren (colts), Dave (under 15s) and Matty (under 12s) - continued the 

great Virgo tradition by playing for Kangas.  

 

Fair play 

Opportunism is all part of the art of playing Australian Rules football, whether it is cribbing the mark, 

improving the angle when shooting for goal or darting into the centre square at a centre bounce -down 

when the umpire isn't watching. 

But, back in 1905 everything was done with complete fairness.  

Take the time on 21 May 1905 when Kalgoorlie was playing Boulder Stars in a GFA match at the 

Kalgoorlie Recreation Reserve.  

The Kalgoorlie Miner reported: "A funny incident happened after the half -time interval. Umpire Oats 

bounced the ball, as per instructions from the Association at the end of the 10 minutes break, but the 

Star men were absent. Kalgoorlie player Morgan secured the leather, but he would not take advantage of 

the opposing side's absence. He simply bounced the ball around the ground until the arrival of t he Star 

men when the game proceeded." 

For the record, Kalgoorlie won the match 6.16 (52) to Boulder Stars 2.2 (14). It was one of Kalgoorlie's 

few wins for the season. 

 

Roos and redlegs combine 

It's an unlikely marriage ... Kangas joining forces with the Kalgoorlie Railways Football Club. 

But, the unthinkable did happen, for a charity match on the Kalgoorlie Oval on 31 August 1913. The 

event saw a combined Kalgoorlie City/Railways team pitted against a Boulder City/Mines Rovers 

combination. 

The day's gate receipts of £37/9/- went to the Children's Ward at the Kalgoorlie District Hospital.  



 

According to the Kalgoorlie Miner the match itself was "a very poor one throughout" with the 

Kalgoorlie Brass Band perhaps providing the best entertainment of the afternoon. 

For the record, Boulder City/Mines 12.16 (88) beat Kalgoorlie Cit y/Railways 8.8 (56). 

 

It’s a forfeit 

Kalgoorlie City has endured some embarrassing moments on the football field this century, none worse 

than on Sunday 7 September 1913.  

It was a day Kangas were scheduled to pit their skills against Boulder City at the Boulder Recreation 

Reserve. 

Boulder took the field with the regulation 18 players, but Kangas could only muster nine players, so the 

club's guernsey trunk remained unopened. 

To break the monotony of the afternoon, the Boulder men practised among themselves, while angry 

spectators demanded their money back. The nine Kangas players and their supporters made a hasty 

retreat back to Kalgoorlie on the tram. 

 

John "Jerry" Dolan 

During the centenary of Goldfields football, in 1996, the Goldfields Football League paid Jerry Dolan the 

ultimate accolade for a local footballer - by naming him captain of the league's centenary All Stars team.  

As one might imagine, those charged with selecting the team had a vast array of football talent to 

consider. In the end, it was decided to limit 

selection to Goldfields players who had either 

won a Sandover Medal, been a State captain or 

represented Western Australia or Victoria during 

the previous 100 years. 

Dolan was one of seven State captains considered 

for the role of skipper of the Goldfields All Stars. 

Because of his considerable ability as a player, 

plus his fine leadership qualities, he was chosen 

by a narrow margin ahead of Phil Matson, who 

was WA's 1914 carnival captain. 

Born on Christmas Day 1901, John 

"Jerry" Dolan, was educated at  

Christian Brothers' College in  

Kalgoorlie where he won the  

Archbishop Clune Scholarship in 1915  

in a State-wide competition. 

 

Great Leader: WA captain Jerry Dolan (right) with his South 
Australian counterpart Percy Furler before the start of an interstate 
match. Dolan first played for Kalgoorlie City in the early 1920’s. 



 

He began his senior football career with the Kalgoorlie City Football Club in the early 1920s before 

moving to Perth in 1922 where he attended Claremont Teachers' Training College.  

The following year he began a long and distinguished association with the East Fremantle Football Club.  

In 1924, in only his second year of league football, Dolan was picked in the WA team which travelled to 

Tasmania for the Australian football carnival. Even though WA did not win the series, they scored a 

morale-boosting win over Victoria in "a sea of mud" in Hobart.  

Tall (he was 6ft 1 1/2 inches or 187cm in height) and of bony physique, Dolan had a long reach and was 

a fine finger-tip mark. 

Never known to shirk anything when the going got tough, he was also a very versatile player, able to 

serve as a knock ruckman, play on the half-forward line or at half-back where he played many of his 

finest games. 

Additionally, he was one of footballs smartest thinkers, and was once described as "quick on the 

uptake." Being a schoolmaster, he was also able to pass on knowledge to less-perceptive players. 

His WAFL playing career extended over 16 seasons (11 with East Fremantle and five with East Perth) 

from 1923 to 1938. He played in 22 final-round games and nine grand finals 1923-25, 1928-31, 1933 and 

1936) - six of which resulted in premiership^ 

The 1933 season was one of Dolan's best . As captain-coach of East Fremantle he led a band of mainly 

young players to a memorable grand final victory over Subiaco. The same year he captained WA at the 

Australian football carnival in Sydney. 

His coaching career spanned 17 years. He coached East Perth from 1934 to 1938, winning a premiership 

for the Royals in 1936. 

On his return to East Fremantle he established himself as one of the club's all -time great coaches, taking 

them to success in 1943, 1945 and 1946. During the 1945 and 1946 seasons Old Easts strung together 35 

consecutive wins which is an Australian record for league football.  

Dolan achieved notable success with the WA State team between 1946 and 1949, coaching them to three 

successive wins over Victoria. 

He eventually bowed out of football in 1955. The next year saw him become the first West Australian to 

be awarded the National Football League's Merit Award.  

In 1963 Dolan retired from the Education Department to pursue a career in politics . He represented the 

Labor Party in the Legislative Council for many years, rising to the position of Leader of the 

Government in the Upper House in 1973 and serving in the Tonkin Government (Tonkin and Dolan were 

former schoolmates at CBC in Kalgoorlie) as Minister for Police, Education, Transport and Railways at 

various stages of his career. 

Dolan died the day after his 85th birthday on 26 December 1986.  



 

My Hat! 

Kalgoorlie City put up a strong performance during the season's pipe-opener against Mines Rovers in 

1922, going down to the Diorites by just nine points.  

R. Graham (Kalgoorlie City) was chosen as his team's most useful player and won for himself a hat 

valued at £1/1/- donated by J. Dillon. 

Hats, especially those of the trilby variety, were very popular during the 1920s. Another popular piece 

of apparel was the footballers' blazer. Everyone seemed to get "dressed up" for Sunday's football 

matches on the Goldfields during the 1920s and this practice continued right up until the mid 1960s 

when dress standards became more relaxed. 

By contrast, many modern-day footballers arrive at the ground on match lays dressed in either track 

suits or jeans and with ugg-boots, thongs or joggers as footwear.  

 

All Dressed Up: A hat (see drawing above) which was typical of that worn by men in the early 1920s.  

Also a 1930s photo of Kangas' timekeeper Pearce wearing the club's blazer. 



 

Former Kalgoorlie City 
footballer, Dave Ferguson, 
whose saving mark helped 
Geelong win their first-ever 
VFL premiership in 1925. 

Dave Ferguson: Premiership hero with Geelong 

It's every footballer's dream to be a hero in a premiership team.  

Dave Ferguson was one such player for Geelong when he took a strong mark in defence, breaking up a 

menacing forward thrust by Collingwood in the dying moments of the 19 25 VFL grand final. 

A newspaper report of the day indicated that: 

"Ferguson ran in to contest a mark with three Collingwood men. Falling flat on his back he marked the 

ball, breaking up the attack. The bell rang soon after and the flag was Geelong's,  their first VFL 

premiership after 28 years at trying."  

A strong shouldered, rugged footballer,  Ferguson hailed from the woodline town of Kurrawang about 

15km west of Kalgoorlie.  

He played centre-half-forward for Kalgoorlie City in the Goldfields league, 

and because of his hard running and tough manner, defenders hated playing 

on him. In 1922 he was one of the best players for the Goldfields in a stirring 

five-point win over South Fremantle. Football was particularly  strong on the 

Goldfields that year because the Goldfields also beat Fitzroy and East Perth 

in exhibition games. 

In 1924 Ferguson played the first of his 39 games for Geelong. After being a 

hero in Geelong's 1925 premiership team he headed back to Kalgoorlie for 

one season before returning to Victoria to continue his playing career with 

Geelong before completing it with North Melbourne in 1931.  

 

 

What a ball burster! 

Never say it can't be done. 

An old Kanga from the 1920s told how his beloved 

black-and-whites were "dead and buried" this 

particular Sunday afternoon. 

The wily raconteur explained: "We were trailing by 

exactly a goal when one of our players marked the 

ball near the goal square, a split second before the 

final siren sounded." 

He continued: "After lining up for goal, our bloke 

kicked the ball so hard that it exploded - with the 

leather cover passing through the goals and the 

bladder going through the points". 

"The umpires awarded Kangas seven points for the 

effort - and we won the match by a point."



 

Plucky Ted Pool, WA's first 200-game player in VFL 

When you've got the smallest supporter base in the VFL, venturing to Victoria Park for a showdown 

against Collingwood can be one of the most daunting tasks in Australian football.  

In the 1920s Collingwood were not only a powerful team, but their supporters were the most vehement 

of any club in the league. And it took little for Magpie fans to unload cau stic comments on their rivals, 

especially those from a lowly club like Hawthorn which, during that era, were branded with 

unfortunate nicknames like the Mayblooms, the Canaries and even the "piddle a nd poop brigade", a 

reference to the club's yellow and brown colours. 

But, in 1927, in a rare show of respect, the Collingwood supporters offered muffled applause for plucky 

Hawthorn rover Ted Pool. 

Sporting Globe writer W. S. Sharland later reported: "Pool played like a champion that day, repeatedly 

taking the hit out from the Collingwood ruckmen, and constantly perplexing the Magpies' small fleet. 

His pluck, dash and skill won him high praise from the hard-to-please Collingwood supporters." 

In many respects, it was the ultimate accolade a footballer could recei ve. 

Sharland continued: "A non-smoker and teetotaller, Pool's exemplary method of living has given him 

unlimited stamina. As a rover and forward he has given Hawthorn incredible service and won the 

admiration of friends and foes alike.  

"In summer he plays cricket and tennis, and also likes swimming. He loves to be by the seaside and 

bathe in the sun to harden his skin for the fierce affrays of the winter months ahead.  

"His two years of senior football on the WA Goldfields (with Kalgoorlie City) have served him well in 

Melbourne. 

"He saw Charlie Tyson (the 1926 captain of Collingwood) play in Kalgoorlie, and also he knew 

Ferguson, McDiarmid and Leahy of the Geelong club who were originally from the Goldfields."  

Pool was aged 20 when he reached Melbourne, by train, in the summer of early 1926.  

He must have been a young player of enormous potential.  

Among memorabilia in the Hawks' Gallery at Glenferrie Oval is a copy of a letter dated 27 August 1925 

which details how Pool was invited to join Hawthorn direct from Kalgoorlie. Hawthorn secretary Reg 

Hunt, who had strong connections with the Goldfields, said in the letter: "I would like you to come over 

and play with Hawthorn next season."  

He indicated a job transfer could be arranged as a clerical assistant with the  dairy product manufacturer 

Nestles. 

"Of course I would pay your expenses across and fix up accommodation in a good boarding house in a 

good suburb close to the city," Mr Hunt said.  



 

"As for being paid for football, this year we have paid a  flat rate of 

two-pounds-ten ($5) per player per match, with a bonus, but next 

year, 1926, it will be better." 

And so began an outstanding 13-vear playing career with Hawthorn 

from 1926 to 1938 which included exactly 200 senior games and 230 

goals. In that time he also represented Victoria on seven occasions.  

The popular little rover, who stood 5ft 6ins tall and weighed 10.7, 

was both the first Hawthorn player and the first Western Australian 

to play 200 VFL senior games. 
A   Certificate    of   Merit   from    the   VFL commemorating   this   
milestone   is   among  memorabilia alongside Ted Pool’s name in the 
Hawthorn Football Club's hall of fame.  

The National Film and Sound Archive of Australia has film footage 

of Ted Pool in action as a footballer at Glenferrie Oval in 1929. It has 

been incorporated into a commercially-available video "VFL on Film 

1909-1945 - Marking Time". 

Hawthorn Football Club historian. Peter Haby, said that Ted Pool was indeed a true club legend and 

revered in much the same manner club greats like Peter Hudson, Leigh Matthews. Don Scott. Peter 

Crimmins, Peter Knights, Dermott Brereton. Robert Dipierdomenico. John Platten, Gary Ayres, Chris 

Langford and Jason Dunstall.  

 

 

 

Roving Champ: After playing in Kangas' losing grand final team in 1925 Ted Pool went on to become a legend at Hawthorn and the first 

Western Australian to play 200 VFL games. He represented Victoria seven times which automatically makes him one of Kangas' all-time 

greats. He is photographed here first wearing his Kangas guernsey, secondly his Hawthorn guernsey and thirdly in the Big White V guernsey 

of Victoria. 



 

The Breakthrough Era 

 
 

 

Sensational 1927 grand final replay 

What a sensational end to the 1927 Goldfields football season!  

Kalgoorlie City had lost the first grand final. But, because they were minor premiers at the end of the 

home-and-away fixtures, they had an automatic right to challenge for a grand final replay.  

The first grand final, on 18 September 1927, was played in appalling weather conditions. It rained 

almost continuously on the morning of the match and league officials thought long and hard about 

postponing the game because the playing arena was very sloppy and slipper y for the players. 

Eventually it was decided to proceed with the grand final which Railways won b y nine-points - 6.13 (49) 

to Kalgoorlie 5.10 (40).  

However, Kangas exercised their right for a re-match which they won the 

Breakthrough: Kalgoorlie City Football Club's first A-grade premiership team in 1927. 

Inset (left to right): W. Fraser, R. Hall, E. Murray, L. Durbridge. 

Back row: E.C. Bruce, A. Kapp, J. Harris. 

Third row: M. Higgs (trainer), J. Wulff, T. Armstrong, R. Stacey, D. Willox, R. Rew, E. Martiensen, 

J.W. Ferguson, W. Bruce (trainer). 

Second row: R. Hughes (trainer), R. Dix, C. Wulff, W. Sansum (president), T Webb (captain), C. B. 

Pratt (secretary), J. Hardy, D. Palmer (vice-captain), A. Adams (trainer). 

Front row: C. Metcalf,  G. Clements, L. Schocker, S. Kellow, C. Romano, T. Quinlivan. 



 

following Sunday by a margin of 11 points - 7.15 (57) to Railways 6.10 (46).  

It is thought to be the only time in Goldfields football history that a premiership has been decided in 

such a manner. 

What a reception! 

It was a great victory that deserved a great celebration. And that's what ha ppened in the wake of 

Kalgoorlie City winning their first-ever Goldfields football premiership in 1927 

Players and club officials celebrated long into the night after Kangas' historic 11 -point victory over 

Railways on Sunday 25 September 1927. Then it was off to the local brewery the next morning and on to 

a magnificent civic reception by the Mayor of Kalgoorlie. F. W. Allsop, on the Monday night. 

Crowded in the mayor's parlour were players and officials from each of the grand final teams, 

executives of the Goldfields National Football League, councillors of the Municipality of Kalgoorlie plus 

representatives from other local sporting groups. The tables were decked out in the colours of the two 

grand final teams and there was food and drink aplenty.  

Cheers! A 1927 newspaper clipping about Kangas' 

first-ever premiership win and the civic reception that 

followed. 

 

 

GNFL president, Mr Wally Coath, in 

supporting the toast to the victors, said he 

had seen and played football in three 

different States, but not a better game than 

the one the previous day. 

Railways F.C. president, Mr Frank Bennett, 

was also quick to praise Kalgoorlie City.  

He said: "Only a week ago when Railways 

won, Kalgoorlie City Football Club president 

Mr Sansum went into the Railways rooms to 

congratulate us (we 



 

were premiers for a week anyway) and he did the same thing when Kalgoorlie carried off the bacon 

yesterday." 

Harold Davis, vice president of the league, said he had not heard one person in Boulder begrudge the 

Kalgoorlie team of their well-deserved win. 

"For 10 years I've been watching football on the Goldfields the Kalgoorlie club had struggled to get into 

the picture," he said. "Had Kalgoorlie not had the support of its followers, as well as its players, they 

would have dropped out of the game five years ago." 

He continued: "Snowy Bruce was the man who had laid the foundation for Kalgoorlie's premiership on 

Sunday. The club comprised many young players and it was Snowy Bruce who had encouraged them to 

stick to their training." 

KCFC president Bill Sansum told the gathering he was both pleased and proud of what the Kanga boys 

had achieved. He described them as a good bunch of players who had had a lot of bad luck in the past.  

Mr Sansum said he had often thought: "Anything I can do to put them on top of the tree I will do. On 

Sunday they went out full of confidence and in complete harmony, and it was then that I realised the 

game would never be in doubt." 

Up until 1927, Kangas were referred to by some Goldfields people as a sympathy club. 

"This year I told the boys," Mr Sansum said, "we want no sympathy from anybody as we are a team 

capable of winning the premiership."  

And win they did! 

 

Ernie Martiensen: A booming drop kick 

After playing in Kalgoorlie City Football Club's inaugural premiers hip in 1927, 

Ernie Martiensen came under the eye of talent scouts from 

Perth. 

East Fremantle, in particular, were keenly interested in the 

solidly-built ruckman/forward who was renowned for his 

booming drop kick. 

There were several outstanding footballers  on the Goldfields 

during the late 1920s, among them Lin "Blue" Richards (the 

GFL's fairest and best winner in 1928) and Martiensen. Both 

accepted invitations from East Fremantle to join the club on 

their end-of-season trip to Tasmania in 1929.  

Despite making the trip to Tasmania, Martiensen didn't 

become an East Fremantle player until 1931, the year Old 

Easts won the WAFL premiership  and Richards won the 

Sandover and

Super Boot: Kangas’ great Ernie Martiensen, a 
premiership player in 1927 and 1930, who was 
renowned for his booming drop kicks. 



 

Lynn Medals. Martiensen failed to make East Fremantle's grand final side that year. In fa ct, he seemed 

to struggle to find a regular berth in the club's exceptionally strong league team for the next couple of 

years. However, he subsequently played in East Fremantle's 1937 premiership team, winning the club's 

coveted Lynn Medal that year.  

The following year proved a heart-breaking one for Martiensen. He played in the drawn 1938 grand 

final between East Fremantle and Claremont. To his dismay, Martiensen was dropped for the replay 

match the following week, and the premiership went to Claremont by a narrow margin. 

He immediately retired from league football, coaching East Fremantle amateurs for a number of years 

including 1940 when the team went through the season as undefeated premiers.  

Martiensen returned to the country to pursue his occupation as  a railway guard, spending several years 

in Merredin, before returning to Kalgoorlie in 1947 where he renewed his association with the 

Kalgoorlie City Football Club. He devoted considerable time to junior football development within 

Kangas and was also a committeeman and a great helper around the club generally.  

Ernie's son, Des Martiensen. played for Kangas juniors in 1947, 1948 and 1949, the latter year dead-

heating with team-mate Alister McLeod to win the GNFL's junior fairest and best trophy.  

Des went on and played a few league games for East Fremantle, winning two reserves fairest and b e s t  

a w a r d s  along the way. 

 

"Gus" Ferguson kicks on 

It is 71 years since Kalgoorlie City broke through for their first A-grade premiership. 

The ravages of time have caught up with every player and official - bar one - who represented the club 

with distinction that fateful September Sunday in 1927.  

The sole survivor of that famous team is John W. "Gus" Ferguson, who is currently in his 93rd year, and 

still keeping the nurses on their toes at the Hamilton Hill Nursing Home.  

Ferguson played in the first grand final that Kangas ever contested, one which the black -and-whites lost 

to Boulder City in 1925. 

After being a member of Kangas' breakthrough premiership team in 1927, he le d the club (as captain-

coach) to their second premiership in 1930. The same year he won the league's fairest and best award. 

He also captained the Goldfields combined side on two occasions during the 1930s.  

Ferguson played most of his football in the centre of the ground, and he possessed a distinctive style of 

kicking the ball right-footed and bouncing the ball left-handed. 

His sporting talents extended to rifle shooting and cricket. In 1937 he was a member of the WA rifle 

team that beat Great Britain at Swanbourne Rifle Range. So compact were his bulls eyes that markers 

complained that he was wrecking the targets.  



 

Sole Survivor: One of Kangas' all-time greats, J. W. "Gus" 

Ferguson, as he was in 1930. Ferguson also played in Kangas' 

first-ever in 1927, and at 92 he is still alive. 

At cricket, he was a world-class fieldsman, according to 

England captain Arthur Gilligan, whom Ferguson caught 

out in an exhibition match at the Kalgoorlie Recreation 

Ground in November 1924. 

An intellect, non-smoker and teetotaller, Ferguson was 

not entirely righteous.  One thing he loved was a bet on 

the horses - and because of his incredible capacity to 

think things through, he developed several betting 

systems which he claimed worked to his advantage.  



 

 

The Depression Era and Beyond 

 

 

 

 

"Phar Lap" scratched 

One of the biggest names in Australian sport in 1930 was Phar Lap, the nation's most famous race horse.  

In a write-up of the Goldfields football premiership the same year, the Kalgoorlie Miner referred to 

Kangas' speedy wingman, Ted Taylor, as "Kalgoorlie's Phar Lap" which, on reflection, was a huge 

compliment for one so fleet-footed. 

Unfortunately, Taylor was injured in the first quarter of the grand final between Kangas and Railways, 

and had to be replaced. 

History shows that Phar Lap went on to win the 1930 Melbourne Cup with 9.12 on his back and became 

a national hero. 

Bounce Down: Kalgoorlie mayor Ben Leslie (middle) officiates at the centre bounce-down to start the 1930 grand final which Kangas 

eventually won. On the left is Kangas’ champion Ernie Martiensen who went on to win a Lynn Medal for East Fremantle during that 

clubs 1937 premiership season. 



 

1930s hard to beat 

Comparing football from one generation to the next is an exercise fraught with danger. 

Taking into account the primitive playing conditions on the Goldfields during the early years (1896 

through until the first local grounds were grassed in 1909) and two world wars (1914 -18 and 1939-45), it 

helps narrow down the eras when the best football was played in the region.  

The 1930s must rate very highly. This was the period of the Great Depression when there were few 

places in Australia "where a bloke could earn a decent quid". The WA Goldfields was an ex ception. 

Consequently, hundreds of street-wise people, among them top-line footballers, flocked to Kalgoorlie-

Boulder during the late 1920s and 1930s - just to survive. 

Many outstanding league footballers from Perth and the Eastern States found jobs on the  Golden Mile 

and other mines in the district on the basis of their football ability, little else. 

It was a decade when the Goldfields beat Western Australia 14.9 (93) to 13.14 (92) in 1934 and South 

Australia 21-21 (147) to 18.12 (120) in 1937.   The Goldfields also beat a WAFA side 17.13 (115) to 15.15 

(105) in 1935 and Port Adelaide 15.10 (100) to 14.13 (97) in 1939.  

The nickel boom of the late 1960s and early 1970s saw the quality of Goldfields football rise, but the 

standard was below that of the WAFL competition. 

The gold boom of the 1980s and early 1990s saw many ex-champion players from the WAFL competition 

come to the Goldfields (for example dual Sandover Medallist Stephen Michael, Allan and Garry 

Sidebottom, Allen "Shorty" Daniels, Mike Stockley, Mick Garbin and John Scott). 

However, it's doubtful whether local sides would have come close to matching the performances of 

combined Goldfields teams in the 1930s.  

 

The frugal "Damper" Dineen 

The 1930s was an era of restraint. It was an era of the Great Depression, a period when Goldfields 

people ate "dripping" instead of butter and "underground mutton" (rabbit) instead of lamb or beef. It 

was an era when people had only one pair of shoes and the humble "treadley" or "shanks's pony" were 

the supreme forms of transport. It was generally a period when people skimped, saved and improvised 

just to make ends meet.  

During that era Kangas had a treasurer called Jim Dineen who mirrored the 1930s lifestyle to a tee. His 

nickname was "Damper" because of his uncanny habit of putting the damper on anything that involved 

spending money. 

Dineen, who thought doomsday lurked around the next corner, was so frugal that he tried to put the 

kybosh on several of Kangas' end of season trips. However, players and supporters loved t ouring, and 

despite the Depression, they still managed trips to Bunbury in 1929, Albany in 1931, Katanning in 1932, 

Melbourne in 1934, Sydney in 1936 and Tasmania in 1938.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Kanga Committee: Kalgoorlie City Football Clubs committee in 1936. From left to right: Tag Romano, Stan McKay, Jack 

Young,  Les Colgan, Jim Dineen, Herb Virgo, Cliff Pratt and Jim Butcher. 

 

For all of his thriftiness Dineen was a well respected member of the Kalgoorlie City Football Club and 

eventually he was awarded life member of the club before moving to the metropolitan area where he 

became an official of the West Perth Football Club.  

Another character of the Depression era was Kangas' trainer Bill Bruce. He accompanied the Kangas 

boys on their train trip to Sydney and return voyage back to Western Australia by ship. Legend has it 

that Bill set out from Kalgoorlie with only the clothes his stood in, plus a five pound note and a clean 

pair of sox, neither of which he changed during the month-long odyssey. 

 

Kangas' picnics 

The footy season was never complete without the annual Kangas' picnic.  

Conducted at the end of the season, the picnics prevailed from the 1920s through until the late 1970s, 

with the Kalgoorlie Racecourse being the most popular venue.  

Some years the picnics brought together up to 200 people, comprising Kangas players, officials, 

supporters and their families. They were a tremendous source of fun where everyone unwound in a 

convivial atmosphere and reminisced about events during the past year.  

The picnics featured running races for the kids, long-kicking contests for the players, throwing the 

rolling pin for the women and a host of other novelty events such as "catch the greasy pig".  



 

 
"Puke! I’m not sure whether this was a good idea after all. " 

Gordon "Bullet" Virgo said he'll never forget the time he caught the greasy pig at one Kangas picnic held 

at a lagoon "out the back of Boulder" during the mid to late 1930s.  

Virgo said that he and Jimmy Sullivan (an ex-South Fremantle footballer and a policeman with the gold 

stealing detection squad in Kalgoorlie at the time) had worked out a plan to bring home the bacon this 

particular Sunday afternoon. 

Along with about 30 other blokes who jumped into the ring with the pig, Jimmy ran down the porker, 

gave it a solid kick in the guts and I then jumped on top of it," said Virgo.  

"I regretted what had happened because the squealing animal stunk like the devil, and besides I was so 

covered in grease that I had to drive back into town and change my clothes. 

"The next day we took the pig down to Bob Kemp's (grandfather to ace West Coast Eagles footballer 

Dean Kemp) butcher shop in Hannan Street and had it slaughtered. Jimmy and I went halves with the 

meat. 

"While pork was a bit of a luxury during those tough years, I didn't  enjoy eating my share very much. In 

fact, I reckon I can still smell the dirty beast to this day," Virgo said recently.  

 

Stan "Pops" Heal 

Stan "Pops" Heal was a class act as a footballer.  

Trademarks of the former State captain were his weaving dashes from the wing and precise drop kicks 

to forwards up field. 



 

Wizard Wingman: Stan “Pops” Heal 
learnt how to kick a football on the gravel in 
Kalgoorlie during the 1930s. 

He developed these skills during the 1930s Depression, playing junior football on the hard, red dirt of 

the Goldfields. 

"I was only 12 when Dad decided to try his luck as an insurance agent on the Gol dfields in 1932," said 

Heal. 

"Most of my early football was played in the gravel schoolyard of the Kalgoorlie Central School and the 

rock-hard Foundry Ground where I played juniors for the Kalgoorlie First Rates Football Club or the 

Wallabies as they were better known." 

Being in the middle of a Depression, a pair of sandshoes was the most that Heal's family could afford 

for their sport-loving son. 

"I was no orphan, though." said Heal.  

"Plenty of other boys wore sandshoes, and it didn't seem to stop us 

from drop-kicking the ball. In fact, I think it toughened us up a bit."  

Heal left the Goldfields in 1937 at the age of 17,  but he returned a 

couple of years later to play senior football for Kalgoorlie City in 

the second half of the 1939 season under coach Ted Holdsworth. 

During that stint Heal was employed by Jim Butcher, president of 

KCFC and head of Butcher Brothers butchers in Hannan Street, and 

later with his good friend, Bill Kingsbury, at Plaistowe's warehouse 

in Wilson Street. 

The following year he and Kingsbury decided to shift down to the 

metropolitan area. Both played league football for West Perth, and 

Kingsbury later went on to coach Swan Districts in the WAFL.  

In 1941 Heal enlisted in the 
Navy, and while on a seaman's course at the Flinders Naval Base, 

Victoria, he played VFL football for  Melbourne. That year he 

accomplished something no footballer would ever dream of - 

playing in premiership teams in two States during the same season.  

After the Demons became premiers in Melbourne, Heal was 

transferred back to Perth, just in time to strip for West Perth for the 

WAFL grand final which the Cardinals won.  

Heal played in three premierships for West Perth (in 1941, 1949 

and 1951). He also coached the "Cardies" for seven years from 1947 

to 1953. 

After acting as a union shop steward while working for the PMG in Perth, Heal entered politics, serving 

as the Labor Member for Perth for 12 years. He now lives in retirement in Duncraig.  



 

The Bullet: Gordon Virgo in 1936. 

Gordon "Bullet" Virgo 

Sunday 17 July 1938 dawned one of those bleak wintry days that most Goldfielders would prefer to 

forget. 

A bitterly cold wind had blown up from the south and the grass at the Boulder Recreation Ground, 

venue for the day's big football clash between the Goldfields and visiting VFL club St Kilda, was more 

of a straw colour than preen - the result of frosts earlier in the winter.  

Despite the gloom, the day was to prove the brightest yet in the career of rising local football star, 21 -

year-old Gordon Virgo. 

Even though the Goldfields feared no visiting teams during that era, the nuggety little rover from 

Kalgoorlie City admitted he was feeling pretty nervous before the 2.45pm bounce -down. 

"For me, it was a case of entering the unknown," he recalled.  

"It was my first game for the Goldfields and I was a bit worried about lining up against champion St 

Kilda rover, Alan Killigrew." 

Killigrew later went on to play for Victoria and coach St Kilda and 

Subiaco. 

In one of the most remarkable games in the long history of Goldfields 

football, the local team, which wore the same blue and gold colours 

as the modern-day West Coast Eagles, skipped away to a handy 34-

point lead at three-quarter-time. 

At that stage Virgo had booted four goals, showing up his opposite 

number (Killigrew) so much that the Saints rover was benched in the 

third quarter. The local lad had thoroughly lived up to his nickname 

of "Bullet". 

Then the heavens opened up, bucketing a huge amount of rain on the 
ground (now known as the Digger Daws ground or Boulder Oval). 
The playing surface quickly became a quagmire. 

St Kilda then established its superiority in the heavy going and ran 

away to a comfortable 15-point win. 

The final score was St Kilda 21.25 (151 points) to the Goldfields 

21.10 (136 points). 

After the game Virgo was acclaimed as a champion in the maki ng, and St Kilda officials were so 

impressed they invited him to join the club in Melbourne.  

They offered him a job with the big Shell company, plus £3/10/- ($7) a match and five shillings (50 

cents) for each practice session he attended.  

"I was a bit overwhelmed at the offer and asked for a few weeks to think things over," Virgo said.  



 

Having experienced plenty of hardship during the 1930s Depression, he pondered his future long and 

hard. 

"In the end I turned down the St Kilda offer, figuring that I had t oo good a home life at 250 MacDonald 

Street," he said. "Besides, I was very keen on a local lass by the name of Ma y Spoors, the daughter of a 

local tailor, whom I later married."  

Seven weeks on, tragedy shattered young Gordon Virgo's life. 

It happened on the night of 4 September 1938, a few hours after Virgo's football team Kalgoorlie City 

lost to Boulders by 14 points in the preliminary final at the Kalgoorlie Oval.  

"The pubs in Kalgoorlie had closed at 6 o'clock, and I jumped in a car with a bunch of Kang as chaps and 

whizzed down to Kurrawang (a then vibrant woodline settlement 15km west of Kalgoorlie) to catch the 

late drinking session," Virgo recalled."  

"After enjoying ourselves at the Kurrawang pub, we headed back to Kalgoorlie around 8.30pm.  

As their dark blue Plymouth sedan hurtled over Seven Mile Hill on Coolgardie Road, which was then a 

narrow single-lane bitumen road, it ran straight into the back of a broken-down truck. 

Two of Virgo's team-mates, Lloyd Bradford and Tom Conway were killed instantly in the smash and 

Kalgoorlie butcher Bill Geddes, a good Kangas supporter and driver of the sedan, died in hospital 10 

days later. 

Sad Loss: Scene of the horrific smash along Coolgardie Road on the night of 4 September 1938 which claimed the lives of two Kangas' 

footballers and a club supporter. 



 

"Jim Lewis and I were busted up pretty badly in the smash, but we survived," Virgo said. "I must have 

been extremely lucky, because I was sitting in the middle of the front seat - and the blokes either side of 

me were killed." 

While in hospital a letter, dated 2 September 1938, was passed on to him from the St Kilda Football 

Club. 

Saints' committeeman Tammy Mitchell, who had earlier approached Virgo to play for St Kilda, heard 

that Kangas were planning an end-of-season trip to Tasmania and he looked forward to renewing his 

acquaintance with Virgo when the team passed through Melbourne. Virgo never made the trip East.  

However, he received a great tonic when nurses wheeled him to the window of his hospital ward so he 

could wave goodbye to his mates on the Trans-train. 

"The boys were in good form that day, hanging out of the windows, waving and yelling good wishes to 

me. 

"The train driver even sounded off a couple of toots on the steam whistle before the train - and the 

Kangas mob - chugged off into the distance." 

After recuperating from his September 1938 accident, Virgo was well enough enlist in the Army towards 

the end of 1939. 

During the war years Virgo played in a combined WA Army team that lost to a similar team of 

Victorians at Perth's WACA Ground. 

He played one league game for Subiaco before travelling back to the Goldfields to play in Kangas' 1941 

premiership team under coach Doug Oliphant. 

Virgo later coached Kangas juniors to two premierships - in 1956 and 1957. 

 



 

Making Hay: Former farmer Charlie 
Southcott who received a 50 cents food 
voucher for being the best player at an 
inter-services football carnival. 

Tough times in the Army 

Former Baandee farmer Charlie Southcott was one of Kalgoorlie 

City's greatest players during the 1930s and 1940s.  

After playing in Kangas' 1941 premiership team at the age of 26 he 

was drafted into the Army. Following the bombing of Darwin by the 

Japanese in February 1942 Southcott soon found himself posted to 

the Northern Territory capital.  

Sport was an essential recreation for the thousands of soldiers, 

airmen and naval personnel based at Darwin and in 1943 a major 

interstate Armed Services football carnival was staged in the city.  

"I was chosen for the Army team which comprised mostly Western 

Australians from the 11th, 16th and 28th battalions (13th brigade)," 

Southcott recalled.  

"The carnival got down to a final between us and the Airforce which 

comprised mainly Victorians.''  

"At the conclusion of the carnival, a couple of officers marched out 

on to the ground and told me I'd been voted the fairest and best 

player of the carnival. I was really pleased because there were 

some top players participating. For example, in our team was 

Bernie Naylor, Ron Tucker and Richie Thomas who were all top league footballers from Perth, plus Gus 

Ferguson, Dick Siviour and myself from the Goldfields."  

And what did Southcott receive as a prize for winning the fairest and best?  

"They gave me a five bob (50 cents) canteen voucher, but I was still pretty happy."  

 

Frank Murphy: Four flags with Collingwood 

Some football clubs wait 10 years or even longer before a player with the right combination of height, 

strength, marking power, mobility - and most importantly skill - arrives on the scene to become an 

effective centre-half-forward. 

Centre-half-forward is generally regarded as the most difficult position on the ground to play, and one 

which is often crucial to the outcome of a match.  

However, in 1925, Australia's most famous football club, Collingwood, unearthed a raw -boned 

youngster from a dairy farm near Whittlesea, about 25 miles north-east of Melbourne, who went on to 

become a champion for the club in that position.  

The youngster in question was Francis John "Frank" Murphy who eventually played 144 league games 

for Collingwood, including an amazing four 



 

consecutive premierships - in 1927, 1928, 1929 and 1930. 

Interestingly, Murphy ended his distinguished playing career in Kalgoorlie in the late 1930s.  

After playing only one game (on the reserves bench) for Collingwood in 1934, Murphy headed West to 

take on a coaching position with Subiaco. 

He was a highly-respected playing coach of Subiaco for the next three seasons (1935, 1936 and 1937). He 

later coached Subiaco in 1946.  

In between time, in 1938, Murphy was transferred to Kalgoorlie 

as branch manager of wholesale distributor Harris, Scarfe and 

Sandover. 

The Sandover family, donors of WA's football's highest 

individual award, the Sandover Medal, were strong patrons of 

WA sport. In fact, for many years from the 1920s through to the 

1960s, they employed many of Western Australia's leading 

sportsmen. 

The   person   who   headed   up   the company's Kalgoorlie 

operations was usually   a   top-flight   sportsman   too, 

someone who had either played league football or first-grade 

cricket in Perth. 

More often than not, that person played football with 

Kalgoorlie City, a club with the same black-and-white colours 

as Collingwood. 

So it was no surprise that Murphy, then aged 33, was appointed 

captain-coach of Kalgoorlie City for the start of the 1938 reason.  

Football was particularly strong on the Goldfields that year. 

And despite being a former vice-captain of Victoria, not even 

Murphy could make his way into the powerful Goldfields team 

which lost by 15 points to St. Kilda on the Boulder Oval on 17 

July 1938. 

Murphy spent the next few seasons, both as a player and keen 

supporter of Kangas. 

Former Kangas great, Gordon "Bullet" Virgo, remembers Murphy being a quietly -spoken man who knew 

every facet of Australian Rules football.  

"It was easy to see that he was a class footballer," Virgo said. 

"Frank was an immaculate kick with either foot, especially with the low-trajectory pass." 

Fabulous Frank: Kangas’ 1938 captain-coach 
Frank Murphy (right) with his brother Len. 
Frank Murphy played in an amazing four 
consecutive premierships with Collingwood from 
1927-30. 



 

"With Kangas he played mainly in the centre, or where the ball was most often."  

Legendary Collingwood player, Gordon Coventry, described Murphy as being one of the best first-year 

players that he saw at Collingwood. 

There was some credence in this assessment because in his debut year in 1925 Murphy won the club's 

most consistent new player award.  

Coventry, who played at full-forward throughout Murphy's career at Collingwood, is quoted in "The 

Sporting Globe" in 1938 as saying:  

"For 10 years Frank played in front of me, and he could take credit for hundreds of the goals that I 

scored. Frank helped me in all the games when I scored a big bag of goals."  

"Frank had great pace, he was an excellent mark and was a deadly accurate kick with either foot," 

Coventry added. 

Apart from his four consecutive premierships, Murphy was part of another VFL record. He was one of 

three sets of brothers to play in the same Collingwood team during the early 1930s. The other players 

were Frank's younger brother Len, plus Harry and Albert Collier and Gordon and Syd Coventry.  

Because of his immense knowledge of football, Murphy was entrusted by his West Australian boss. Eric 

Sandover, to prepare dossiers on footballers he thought might win the Sandover Medal. This was aimed 

at helping Mr Sandover - later Sir Eric - at the annual presentation of the medal. In fact, Murphy was a 

driving force behind early telecasts of the Sandover Medal count in the early 1960s. He died in June 1995 

at the age of 90. 

 

Sweet introduction for Doug Oliphant 

Doug Oliphant, premiership coach of Kalgoorlie City Football Club in 1941, caused a huge stir when he 

chose to play for Kangas ahead of either Boulders and Mines. 

A prominent footballer in WA at the time, Boulder-born Oliphant was given a civic reception in the 

Boulder Town Hall when he returned to the Goldfields.  

"But, diehard Tigers and Diorites supporters ganged up on me at the function, tipping t he sweets 

(custards, jellies, you name it) all over me, when it became known that I'd be playing football for 

Kalgoorlie instead of one of the Boulder clubs," the spritely 87-year-old recalled. 

Oliphant's decision to join Kangas followed a casual trip to t he Goldfields in early 1941 with Hadyn 

Bunton, an old team-mate from Fitzroy. (Interestingly, Bunton went on to win his third Sandover Medal 

with Subiaco in 1941 after winning three Brownlow Medals with Fitzroy in the VFL during the 1930s.)  

"I was a plumber by trade, but my job then was that of an insurance salesman," Oliphant recalled. "With 

limited opportunities due to World War 11 (then in its third year), I figured that a stint in Kalgoorlie 

was my best short-term option." 



 

Sweet Surprise: Rugged Doug Oliphant 
who had the sweets poured over him at a 
civic reception in Boulder. 

"Basically, I was open to all offers, and Kangas put forward the 

best package in terms of employment, remuneration and other 

incentives." 

[In early 1941, World War II was confined to Europe, and at that 

time most of Australia's armed servicemen and women had yet to 

embark on overseas duties. It wasn't until 18 November 1941 that 

the war spread to Africa, 7 December 1941 that Pearl Harbour was 

bombed, 8 February 1942 that Singapore was attacked and 18 

February 1942 that Darwin was bombed.] 

In   pursuit   of   a   Goldfields   football premiership,  Oliphant 

implemented his own recipe for success. 

"Kangas hadn't won a premiership for more than 10 years, and my 
approach was to cut out all the dead wood in the club," he said. 
"Several members of the committee resigned, although president 

Tom Hosking and secretary Stewie Milbanke were two of my 

greatest allies during a memorable season."  

"I promoted six or seven young players while Cec Rowlands (a 

former State player and captain-coach of East Perth), Jimmy 

Clarke (ex East Fremantle) and myself did a lot of the heavy work 

out on the ground. 

"I trained the boys very hard, sometimes in the bush around Kalgoorlie. They were so physically fit in 

the end - and so was I, even though I was 30 as of age."  

Indeed, Oliphant was a seasoned campaigner, with several State games and VFL experience under his 

belt. An ace goalkicker, who one day kicked nine goals for Perth, Oliphant often chipped in with several 

timely goals for Kangas. He also regularly shielded his young charges from the rough stuff it on th e 

field. 

Oliphant remembers the 1941 grand final like it was yesterday.  

*It was a very windy day, and we nearly blew the grand final after leading by five goals at three-quarter 

time," he said. "We finished up winning by just three points (11.12 to Railway s' 11.9).  It was a great 

relief when the game ended - and everyone, including myself, was extremely happy."  

I t  was  Kalgoorlie City's first premiership since 1930 - and for Doug Oliphant's his only season of 

football on the Goldfields. 

Oliphant later became an unarmed combat instructor in the Army and a State football selector. 

Even though he's now in his 88th year, Oliphant remains extremely fit to this  day. A tee-totaller (he 

gave up the drink in 1945) he still does 30 body-presses every morning at his home in the Perth suburb 

of Stirling. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Kalgoorlie City Football Club, premiers 1941. 

Back row (left to right): K. Young (trainer). W. Bruce (head trainer), M. Tomich, C. Romano 

(committee), A. Thomas (first aid). R. Graham. A. Lee, R Southcott, H. McKell, K. Turner (first aid), 

C. Pratt, G. Christian (trainer). R. Rees (committee). 

Third row: W. Christian, R Wishart (vice president), C. McKenzie, R. Siviour, J. Clarke, E. Lloyd, H. 

E. Shaw (committee), C. Rowlands, J. Carroll P. Reynolds, C. Southcott, R. Hill (timekeeper), A. Wells (property man), R. Rees 

(committee). 

Second row: G. Virgo, Dr TP Byrne (patron), E. Hughes, T.E. Hosking (president), Doug Oliphant (captain-coach), H.E. Virgo 

(senior vice president), H. Hanrahan (vice captain), C. Wulff (treasurer), 

H. Virgo. 

Front row: P. Neilson, F. Taylor, A. Virgo, R Forward, C. Neilson. 

Insets: R. Steward, B.S. Milbanke (hon secretary) A. Thomas. 

 

 

 

What pub? 

Never trust the opposition. That's what the Kanga boys learnt during an end -of-season trip to Merredin 

in 1945. 

On arrival at Merredin, those hosting a big contingent of players and officials from Kalgoorlie picked up 

their guests in a truck and drove straight to the local brewery. Several Merredin players were at the 

same venue, but they quickly departed, obviously wanting to keep themselves fresh for the game that 

afternoon. 



 

After a few beers, Kangas president Herb Virgo stepped forward and said: "Come on boys, don't forget 

SHE'S ON this afternoon." 

"She's on in what pub?" was the reply from star Kangas player "Hank" Johns, a RAAF airman who was 

based at the Boulder Race Course during World War 11.  

No one can remember the result of the match which was organised by a former champion Kangas 

player, Ernie Martiensen, who was then living in Merredin. 

Kanga Ballet: Kangas' footballers strutting their stuff on stage at a club social function during the 

 1930s. Above (from left to right): K Moran, T. Hosking (ballet master), R. Steward, G Virgo, 

P. Nielson, H. Virgo, S. Plaisted, J. Carroll, J. Rowe. Absent: C Loveridge. 



 

The Post-War Era 

                                                                

 

 

 

Jack Regan: Legendary fullback 

Even though he was 34 years of age when he arrived on the Goldfields, VFL immortal Jack Regan came 

with probably the biggest reputation of any football recruit to set foot in Kalgoorlie.  

On his arrival in Kalgoorlie in early 1947 he carried with him the tag of being a Collingwood legend - 

and the greatest fullback to that point in the history of Australian Rules football.  

Regan slipped quietly into town, working initially as manager of the Palace Hotel.  

What a Legend! High flying Jack Regan, rated by some astute football judges as the best fullback of all time. 



 

Inevitably, offers came for him to play local football. And what sort of challenge would it have been 

approaching the great man who had played 196 VFL games, represented Victoria 16 times, been captain 

of Australia's most famous football club, won the Copeland Trophy for Collingwood's fairest-and-best 

player in 1936, finished third in the Brownlow Medal in 1934 - and finally popping the question: "how 

would you like a run for Kangas next Sunday?" 

Indeed, the Kalgoorlie City Football Club won the race for Regan's signature, and he went on to coach 

Kangas for three seasons from 1947 to 1949.  

A consensus of old Kangas supporters agreed that, apart from a few glimpses  of brilliance, Regan gave 

every indication that his best years were behind him during his three seasons on the Goldfields. They 

said his kicking, though, was a pleasure to watch, and he often landed the ball  closer to the centre than 

the back line when kicking out from goal. 

Regan, who carried the nickname of "Snozzle" while at Collingwood (because of his big nose), was, in 

his heyday, a magnificent high-flying mark and drop kick. 

At 6ft 1in (185cm) and 13 stone (82.5kg), he was also exceptionally quick for  a key-position player, and 

during his illustrious career he made many inspirational dashes from the backline.  

What's more, he earned his reputation in an era when forwards like South Melbourne's Bob Pratt, St 

Kilda's Bill Mohr, Carlton's Harry "Soapie" Vallence,  plus Todd, Titus and Maloney reigned supreme 

against other VFL fullbacks. 

 

 

 

Premiership hat trick 
Kangas achieved a first in Goldfields football in 1953, winning premierships in all three grades - league, 

reserves and juniors - in the same year. 

Kalgoorlie City Football Club, league premiers 1953. 

Back row (left to right): S. Tobin, D. Willox, G. Regan, J. Johnson, D. Johnston, J. Boyd, K. Blair, 

A. Lehman, D. Cuzens, R. Evans, R. Johnson. 

Front row: M. Riseborough, L. Hayward, R. Addison, M. Wulff, R. Hug, J. Krepp, F. Burrows, 

F. Shepherd, B. Marr. Mascot: Carl Wulff. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Kalgoorlie City Football Club, reserves premiers 1953. 

Back row (left to right): B. Pavlinovich, K, Hammond, E. Patroni, G. White, L. Spence, C. Kelly, A. 

Lamotte, T. Miller, C. Trezona. K. Bartle, W. Tyme, R. Blair. 

Front row: D. O'Loughlin, J. Reid. A. Virgo, S. Tobin, J. Green, S. Hedland, K. Wright, B. Grant. 

Kalgoorlie City Football Club, juniors premiers 1953. 

Back row (left to right): L. Cully, R. Blanchard, R. Auger, J. Tucker, L. Bostelman, K. Haigh, 

K. Moloney, S. Randell, W. Moore, K. Moir. 

Front row: V. Evans, R. Armstrong, C. Hedland, P Kirkham, B. Reynolds, J. Reidy, B. Ivanac, 

 L. Denness. 



 

Kangas defy odds to win 1954 flag 

Every premiership is precious. But, Kalgoorlie City's magnificent win in the 1954 grand final is perhaps 

the most meritorious in the club's history.  

The odds were stacked heavily against Kangas that year. 

They were pitted against Mines Rovers which had won 

16 games straight and trounced them by 68-points at 

their previous  encounter,   the second semi final, a 

fortnight earlier. The score that day was Mines 16.18 

(114) to Kalgoorlie City 7.4 (46).  

Little wonder that one  punter offered odds of 500-to-

one against Kangas pulling off the upset of the century 

in the grand final. 

On the eve of the grand final, the Kalgoorlie Miner 

newspaper carried a headline which suggested that 

Mines   would   make history by completing the season 

as undefeated premiers. 

But, it wasn't to be. Superior stamina, courage of the 

highest order and determination were deciding factors 

in giving Kalgoorlie stirring seven-point win over the 

"Diorites". 

Scores were level with two minutes before the final 

siren.   Then Jack Johnson goaled and another point was 

scored moments later to give Kangas an unexpected win.  

It was easily the most exciting grand final since the war, 

and as exciting as any seen in the entire history of 

Goldfields football.  

The quarter-by-quarter scores were as follows: 

Quarter time: Kalgoorlie 4.2 (26); Mines 5.3 (33).  

Half-time: Kalgoorlie 7.3 (45); Mines 7.7 (49).  

Three-quarter time: Kalgoorlie 9.5 (59); Mines 9.12 (66) . 

Final scores: Kalgoorlie 11.9 (75); Mines 9.14 (68).  

Goals for Kangas were kicked by: Jack Johnson 5, Ron Addison 2, Gus Lehman 2, and singles to Brian 

Marr and Geoff White. 

Kangas best (according to the Kalgoorlie Miner) were: Dave Cuzens who was solid in defence all day, 

Max Wulff, Roy Evans, Jack Johnson with his five goals, Don Johnston whose kicking out from fullback 

was a feature of his game, plus 



 

Geoff White, Don Willox and Brian Courtney.  

Actually, Courtney was coach Clarrie Reynolds' choice as Kangas' best in the grand final.  

"His job was to switch on to Mines captain-coach Bill Colgan whenever he moved into the forward line, 

and he carried out his instructions to a nicety," Reynolds said.  

 
Kalgoorlie City's 1954 premiership team. The team comprised: Back row (left to right): E. Bostelman, 

E. Martiensen, G. Fitzgerald, J. Wall, R. Steward. 

Third row: R. Evans, K. Blair, J. Johnson. A. Lehman, D. Willox, G. White, D. Cuzens ,J. Krepp. 

Second row: K. Donaldson, R Addison, S. Tobin, M. Wulff, K. Ivanac, B. Courtney, F. Shepherd, B. 

Ivanac, B. Marr, T Bowen (trainer). 

Front row: W. Symons, D. Johnston (vice captain), C Reynolds (coach), L. Hayward (captain), C. 

Wulff, J. Reid, H. Wulff. 



 

Clarrie Reynolds: An astute, emotional coach 

It was theatre at its best when Kalgoorlie City's famous coach of the 1950s, Clarrie Reynolds, addressed 

his players. 

Trailing by several goals at half-time during one match in 1955, Reynolds patiently waited for his 

players to enter the changerooms, take a drink and a breather for a few more minutes before calling 

them together. 

Prowling up and down a bench-line of players he pointed to a cut above the eye of Aboriginal recruit, 

Harold Muir, and said: "Here's a little chap who has tried his guts out today." 

"Why don't you blokes do more to protect your team-mates going for the ball," h e  continued with great 

emotion. 

In the process of calling for a greater 

commitment from his charges in the second 

half, a tear ran down the cheek of the 

coach. Whether contrived or not, Kangas lifted their performance 

after half time to win the match.  

Actually,   the   tears   were   a   common occurrence  during  many  

of Reynolds' colourful  bottom-of-the-heart  oratories. And   some   

of   the players and club supporters used to gulp and shed a tear 

themselves. 

Some of Reynolds' best speeches were delivered during the 1953 

and 1954 season when      Kangas won back-to-back premierships. 

In 1953, on the morning of the grand final, Reynolds jumped on his 

bike and rode out to the Bureau of Meteorology, near the local 

airport, to ascertain wind strengths and directions for that 

afternoon. It paid dividends because, after Kangas won the toss 

they turned for home in the final quarter a few points up, kicking 

with a strong breeze. 

Not only did the master tactician take advantage of every available 

piece of information, he was a great believer in his players settling 

down as quickly as possible in important matches. Although most 

of his players were in fact nervous and excited before a big game, 

Reynolds had a knack of settling them down and getting them 

totally focused to give of their best from the first bounce down.  

In 1954, he master-minded the biggest upset in the history of 

Goldfields football. Mines Rovers had won every match for the 

season going into the grand final and they were red-hot favourites. 

Tearful Coach: It was nothing for dual Kangas' 

premiership coach Clarrie Reynolds (pictured 

above) to shed a tear while addressing his 

players. But he led them to two premierships - in 

1953 and 1954. 



 

However, Reynolds was not convinced the Diorites were unbeatable. He later said: "We played them in 

the second semi-final and they were beating us by about 10 goals. I made a couple of moves and things  

started to improve. I said to the selectors: Well, that'll keep."  

"We played Railways in the preliminary final and we knocked them off. I was glad we were playing the 

grand final on the Boulder Oval because I wanted more open spaces. Mines had some magnif icent 

footballers (Mader, Clohessy, Billett, Colgan and Cartledge to name a few).  

"The first move was to line-up Geoff White on Mines' danger man Ron Billett, a former league ruckman 

from East Fremantle. White was one of those chaps who never stopped talki ng. I wanted someone to 

upset Billett so I said to White: If he spits, you spit. If he scratches his head, you scratch your head, if he 

talks you talk back. 

"At one stage I saw Billett push White away and I thought, hello, he's losing his cool. That was th e move 

that won the game, he just kept talking.  

"My other move was to keep swapping wingers Jim Reid and Max Wulff which I first tried midway 

through the third quarter." 

Kangas won the match by seven points. Mines players and supporters were stunned by the  defeat. Many 

Mines supporters believed that some of their players were paid to throw the game. One veteran Diorite 

follower went as far to claim: "Money talked that day!" 

But, the truth of the matter was that there was no bribery involved. Mines just unde r-estimated a more 

fiercely determined opposition on the day. 

Reynolds coached Kangas for four seasons (1953, 1954, 1955 and 1956) following a distinguished pla ying 

career with East Fremantle and Boulder City.  

Reynolds was a typical 1930s import to the Goldfields. An established champion with East Fremantle , he 

had been a State representative, won the Lynn Medal as East Fremantle's fairest and best in 1930 and 

was also best-on-the-ground in the club's premiership that year.  

He came to the Goldfields in 1936 to coach Boulder City. 

A rover of slight build, he reputedly used to wear a Sunday Times newspaper stuffed down his jumper 

to give an impression that he was more solidly built than he actually was - and for insurance against a 

flying elbow or a fist to the ribs. 

After World War II Reynolds was offered a job at the Kalgoorlie Brewery by manager, Percy Johnson, 

who was a staunch Kangas supporter. In return Reynolds severed his ties with Boulders and took over 

as coach of Kalgoorlie City's junior team. After coaching the juniors for three years he was appointed 

senior coach in 1953 and by year's end he had helped the club to a premiership.  

After his coaching career in Kalgoorlie, Reynolds was short -listed for a vacant coaching position at East 

Fremantle, but narrowly missed out on the job. 



 

Unbackable odds 

Mines Rovers were at "unbackable" odds going into the 1954 GNFL grand final.  

However one punter, an ex-playing member of Boulder City, secured odds of 500-to-one against Mines 

winning the premiership. 

The punter wagered five shillings (50 cents) that Kalgoorlie City would cause the upset of the season - 

and they did. The gambler collected £125 ($250), with the winnings being paid out by a one -eyed 

Diorites supporter at a rate of £5 a pay over the next 12 months. 

 

An unlucky break 

After the hectic 1954 grand final, Kangas started to count their wounded.  

Skipper Len Hayward was in considerable pain after breaking his wrist during the match, though he 

had played on until the final siren.  

E.F. "Ted" Dickinson, mine host of the Duke of Cornwall Hotel, a dedicated Kangas supporter, was 

another to suffer. 

During the excitement of the match, he tried to jump the perimeter fence after he thought Hayward was 

unfairly dealt with by an opposition player. Dickinson ended up in hospital with a ruptured hernia and 

missed the premiership celebrations.  

 

Dave Cuzens: A dashing defender 

It was an adventurous Dave Cuzens who lived in Melbourne in 

1956 (the year of Olympic Games) to try his luck in the hurly-burly 

of VFL football. 

He was 23 at the time, and almost immediately he impressed coach 

Max "The Tank" Oppy at his newly-adopted club, Richmond. 

However, the powerfully-built young man from the West soon 

became despondent when the WAFL's moratorium on interstate 

clearances forced him to stand out of football for the next 12 

months. 

"In some respects it was a blessing in disguise, because I was a bit 

of a late developer," Cuzens said. 

BY the time he played his first official game with Richmond at the 

start of the 1957 VFL season, Cuzens was raring to go. 

The following year he won Richmond's fairest and best award 

while playing at fullback. He repeated this achievement in 1959, 

and also represented Victoria. He went on to play a total of five 

games for Victoria. 

Richmond officials described Cuzens as an outstanding recruit - "coming from 

Dashing Dave: Cuzens as he was in 1954. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Best: Champion Kangas' centre-half-back, Dave Cuzens, is the club's best post-war footballer. He played in two 

premierships for the club (1953 and 1954) and later won two fairest and best awards for Richmond (1958 and 1959). Cuzens is 

pictured here with muddied hands clearing the ball away from Footscray full-forward Baxter during the late 1950s. Also (below) 

he is photographed during preseason training at Punt Road Oval taking a mark in front of a much taller player, famous 

Richmond captain/ruckman Neville Crow. 

 

nowhere and becoming a star player".  

The official said: "Dave Cuzens brought great honour to 

himself and the Richmond No 4 guernsey. Brilliant Tasmanian 

Royce Hart, who won the club's fairest and best award twice 

and Geoff Raines who won the award three times, were other 

Richmond players who later distinguished themselves in the 

same guernsey." 

At 182cm (or just under 6ft), Cuzens was not a tall man for a 

fullback. However, his fierce desire for the football, strong 

marking and ability to clear the ball over long distances with 

the drop kick made him a valuable player.  

Born at Cottesloe on 11 December 1932, Cuzens played all his 

junior football in the Bassendean area.  



 

In early 1952 he was heading to the Eastern States on his motorbike when he decided to stop in 

Kalgoorlie "for a bit of a look around." 

"I liked the place, got a job (initially with the Golden Mile Timber Company and later as an engine 

driver at Bayley's Reward Gold Mine), met my future wife (Dallas Smith, of Coolgardie) and played the 

next four seasons for the Kalgoorlie City Football Club," he said.  

"Looking back, I reckon they were the best years of my life.  

"I definitely matured as a footballer on the Goldfields, and the experience put me in good stead when I 

eventually arrived in Victoria."  

Cuzens played in four grand finals in a row with Kalgoorlie City, with two of them resulting in 

premierships (in 1953 and 1954).  

After returning to Western Australia he was appointed captain and coach of Subiaco Football Club in 

the early 1960s. 

He now lives in the Perth suburb of Karrinyup. 

 

 

Junior champions 

Kalgoorlie City Football Club, juniors premiers 1957. 

Back row (left to right): D. McLeary, K. Anderson, R. Krepp, K. Trezona, A. McKay, Gordon Virgo 

coach), R. Fernie, R. John, R Eckholm, B. Baker, E. Elhers. 

Front row: A. Hahn, J. Keogh, J. Fontanella, G. Virgo, K. Scroop, D. Krepp, P. Kirkham, W. 

Domeyer, R. King. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Do Drop Inn: "I never told Mum where I was going tonight. But, I'm sure she won't mind me being here. The girls seem a bit 

excited and the food's pretty good, ah!" 

 

Rock'n with Mona 

Many of Kangas juniors from the 1956-57 era were not only very talented footballers, but also expert 

"window shoppers" in Kalgoorlie's red light area.  

Hay Street has been a popular retreat for thousands of Goldfields teenagers over the years, even if some 

of them visited there for only a peep and a perv on a dark night.  

So regular were the Kanga boys in 1957 that the most famous brothel madam of them al l, Mona 

Maxwell, used to know at least a dozen of them by their first  



 

names, what positions they played football in and how well they had fared the previous Sunday. 

Somehow, the "Goldfields grapevine" provided Mona with all the latest football news, becau se come 

Sunday night she was a full bottle on who'd done what that afternoon.  

So keenly did she follow the Kangas juniors, plus a few of the Roo Boys over the age of 18, that she used 

to put on a party for them every couple of months during winter.  

One of them said: "Mona used to make a great fuss of us, feeding us with free tucker, drinks and 

allowing us to jive with her girls. It was all in good clean fun, and it was Mona's way of expressing her 

loyal support towards Kangas." 

 

Meetings turn ugly 

Most football committee meetings tend to be pretty boring affairs.  

But, in the wake of two such gatherings involving committees of the Kalgoorlie City Football Club, the 

sparks really did fly. 

One, in the 1950s, took place at the Twenty Grand betting shop in upper Hannan Street, where former 

team-mates Johnno Johnson and Kenny Blair couldn't see eye-to-eye during a heated debate. 

The argument continued to rage after the meeting, to a point where Johnno and Blairy concluded: "Come 

on, out the back lane, let's sort this out, once and for all." 

So it was out the back. First up, Blairy landed a beauty, right on the nose of big Johnno. Down went 

Johnno. 

"Moggie" Marr remembers how he and "Punga" Addison helped Johnno to his feet, only to see him 

belted around the ear and sent straight back to the Mother Earth. This happened several times, until 

Johnno admitted defeat.  

The next day Johnno fronted Moggie and Punga and said: "I'm not crooked on Blairy, but I ought to belt 

the shit out of you two buggers for continually picking me up …." 

Then there was the time, in the early 1970s, when Kangas' drinking headquarters shifted to the 

Commercial Hotel where Athol Higgins was the mine host. At the conclusion of a committee meeting, 

club officials Alan Virgo, Jack Neil, Doug Krepp and John Harding set off for home about 10:30pm only 

to see a bottle thrown from a passing car and smash against a  wall behind them in Hannan Street.  

"Kreppy got really upset and hurled a mouthful of abuse at the culprits," Jack Neil recalled.  

"But, the yahoos returned and confronted Kreppy, pushing him through the plate-glass window of an 

Army disposal store, next to the Commercial.  

"Kreppy received 16 stitches to a cut in the head, and was lucky not to have been killed."  

Alan Virgo remembered: "I can still see him sitting there in the middle of the shop window with blood 

gushing out of his head, just like a fountain."  



 

"After a quick stop at the police station we rushed him off to the Kalgoorlie Regional Hospital for some 

treatment. 

"Sitting in the casualty ward was one of the blokes who had earlier been involved in the stoush back in 

Hannan Street. He was waiting to receive treatment for an injur y that resulted from Kreppy slamming 

the car door on his leg. 

"It was nearly on again when Jackie Neil spotted this guy. I couldn't do much to help at that stage - my 

fingers were too busy trying to stem the flow of blood from Kreppy's head," Virgo said.  

 

The Coolgardie connection 

Over the years Coolgardie has been a fertile recruiting source for the Kalgoorlie City F ootball Club. 

During the 1950s and 1960s more than 20 better-than-average footballers joined Kangas from the 

Coolgardie area. 

Many of them lived at Dotty and Bluey Wright's (Western Mining) boarding house in Woodward Street. 

Coolgardie, while others were long-term residents in the town and surrounding district.  

Among players to come Kangas' way during that era were Jim and Charlie Boyd, Charlie Kell y, Dave 

Cuzens, Shaun Argus, Kevin Kelly (later Kangas secretary), Geoff White, Roy and Vince Evans, Billie 

Wright, Dennis McCrone, Dick Pugh, Doug Beaton. Jimmy Fraser, Dennis Lee, Ken Crawford (Carbine 

station) and Maurie and Kai Halford (Credo station). Gerald Cotter, son of another local pastoralist,  

later captained Kangas' 1984 premiership team.  

Kalgoorlie City Football Club, B-grade premiers 1961. 

Back row (left to right): F. Shepherd, R. Evans, R. Littlewood, L. Heil, R. Adams, K. Steele, J. Miller, 

B. Rowe, R. Kemp, L. Denness, R. Fernie, G. Sharp. 

Front row: K. Scroop, D. James, R. Krepp, R. King, J. Fontanella, L. Brown, B. Purdy, B. 

Bostelman. 



 

Footy cartoons 

Every Saturday during the 1958 football season the Kalgoorlie Miner ran a cartoon within its sporting 

pages. Penned by local cartoonist, Harvey Bean, they generally  focused on the good or bad fortunes of 

the Kalgoorlie City Football Club and great club supporter Bill Symons who was the licensee of the 

Grand Hotel in Hannan 

Street. Here is a sample of Bean's work.  

 



 

Close links with Police 

For most of the post-war era Kangas and the Kalgoorlie Police Station have had a great association.  

From a football recruitment point-of-view, Kangas fared very favourably when Jim "Hank" Watts (father 

of former State player J.K. Watts) was officer-in-charge of the Kalgoorlie Police Station in the early 

1960s. Watts was also president of the Kalgoorlie City Football Club. 

A situation prevailed whereby fit young members of the local constabulary either played footy for 

Kangas on Sundays or they worked. Policemen such as Ron Woodward, Peter "Yappa" Wright, Dennis 

McCrone, Harry Cann, Max Douglas, John Boase, Brian Wearndley, Bruce Winton, Brian Rowe, Laurie 

Heil and Joe Kiely were typical of local policeman who played for Kangas during that era.  

Then followed policemen like John Watson, Don Pritchard, Mike Holmes, Geoff Fuller, Rod Boehm. 

George Loverock, Ted Taylor, Daryl Balchin, Gary O'Meara, Peter Boladeras. Gary Nicolau, Greg 

Savage, Neil Stimpson, Ian Bennetts, Ian Maroney. Ashley Tidy, Steve Neal, John Okley, Michael 

Holmes and Keiron O'Donnell who also played for the black and whites.  

Back in the 1950s Kangas boasted probably the tallest man ever to play Australian Rules football. John 

Lavers was in charge of the Kalgoorlie Police and Citizens Youth Club at the time, and he occasionally 

had a run at football. At 7'2" or 224cm in height "Long John" was an awesome sig ht. Unfortunately, his 

football ability didn't quite match his build.  

 

Eddie Bostelman: Propertyman 
extraordinaire 

We sometimes take-for-granted the bare 

necessities of life ... things like a hot shower and a 

decent pair of shoes. 

While Kalgoorlie is now enjoying the comforts of 

reticulated natural gas, for most of this century, 

water for the showers at the Kalgoorlie Oval were 

wood-fired. The important responsibility of seeing 

that a regular supply of wood was available and 

that the chip heaters were lit every Tuesday and 

Thursday night for football practice and  

Fast Eddie: Long-serving Kangas' propertyman Eddie Bostelman 

probably handed out more guernseys and lit more fires at the Kalgoorlie 

Oval than any other person. He is pictured here with his wife, Gladys, in 

1962 after he had been awarded life membership of Kangas. 



 

again on match day on Sunday rested with the club's propertyman.  

KCFC life member, Eddie Bostelman, probably lit more fires at the Kalgoorlie Oval than any other 

person. He was around the club for a long time, probably 30 or 40 years, and his efforts were very much 

appreciated by the players.  

In between lighting fires which included getting up early on Sundays to stoke up the heaters for the B -

graders, Eddie's responsibilities as a propertyman also included handing out guernseys, collecting and 

organising the washing of the guernseys, issuing new laces, boot stops and chewies to the players and 

being custodian of the players' valuables while they were out on the ground.  

Sometimes the propertyman had an assistant, such as the boot studder. However, that responsibility 

disappeared with the advent of moulded sole football boots and screw-in stops in the early 1970s. 

Eddie's son, Brian, this year took up the position of propertyman with Kangas, after being timekeeper 

for three grades for nine years.  

 

Mrs Bos: A loyal Kanga 

Kangas have had more ups and downs than a rol ler coaster. Yet, through good times and bad over the 

last 61 years, there have been few Kangas supporters as loyal as Mrs Gladys Bostelman. 

At  88 years of age she still watches her beloved black-and-whites in action, although she declines going 

to the night games, because she can't distinguish one player from the next or read the scoreboard.  

Her love affair with Kangas began in 1937 when Mrs Glad Steward invited her and husband Eddie to the 

Caledonian Hall for a club dance and supper.  

"I became a member of Kangas Social Club from that night," Mrs Bostelman recalled recently. 

"With young Laurie in a pram we used to watch the B-grade on Sunday mornings, arriving at the 

ground around 10am, and not leave until the A-grade had finished about 5pm. Quite often we'd end up 

at the Grand Hotel or the Caledonian Hall for a social outing." 

"My best memories are of the day Kangas beat Mines in the 1954 grand final. After the game Eddie and I 

saw coach Clarrie Reynolds crying by the fence, he was so overcome by emotion." 

Mrs Bostelman was among a strong band of women who followed Kangas during the 1950 and 1960s. 

"We used to sit on a long wooden bench near the fence, just behind where the trainers and 19th and 20th 

men sat," she said. 

"They were happy times. Even if it rained, Rene Blair and I would sit there on a rug under umbrellas. 

Other great Kanga women supporters of that era were Glad Steward, May Virgo,  Marj Naughton, Marj 

Bostelman, Maud Marr, Rene Spence,  Beth Evans, Doreen Reid, Ronnie Krepp, Jacquie Littlewood and 

Madge Shepherd." 

"Those seats seemed to be specially reserved for us. If anyone got in before us, someone would politely 

say: 'that's Bossie's seat' and they would move for us."  



 

Monday was a traditional wash-day in Kalgoorlie, but for Mrs Bostelman it was more than a normal 

wash day. Apart from the clothes of her family, there were another 40 guernseys (A -grade and B-grade) 

to scrub up, plus shorts, socks and the trainers' overalls.  

There were no washing machines in those days, it was all done by hand, first in boiling water in a large 

copper basin, then in concrete washing troughs. A ripple-shaped scrubbing board was used to get rid 

any stubborn blood and grass stains. There were no clothes dryers as we know them today, with a hand 

wringer being used to squeeze out excess water in the garments. And if it rained Mrs Bostelman used to 

string up the guernseys across the kitchen of her Addis Street home and stoke the fire to get them dry.  

How's that for dedication! 

 

Brian "Moggie" Marr: Clever crumb-gatherer 

In 1956 top VFL umpire Harry Beitzel officiated in an inter -association match between the Goldfields 

and Bunbury-Collie at Hands Memorial Oval in Bunbury. 

On a wet and difficult day for football, there was one player who caught Beitzel's eye, a player he 

believed would make it in the VFL if given the chance.  

Members of KCFC’s social committee in 1961. 

Back row (left to right): W. Kenny, F. Shepherd, G. Laws, N. Beilkin, E. Bostelman, R. Steward and 

K. Blair. 

Front row: M. Naught on. M. Shepherd, R. Blair, G. Steward, G. Bostelman, M. Coleman and 

R. Spence. 



 

Pocket Dynamo: Champion rover Brian 

"Moggie" Marr after his third premiership for 

Kangas in 1962. 

That player was Brian "Moggie" Marr who was Beitzel's 

choice as best-on-the-ground that day. 

Marr never made it to Melbourne, but over a long 

number of years the diminutive Kangas rover left an 

indelible impression on those who saw him play on the 

Goldfields. 

Marr was the epitome of courage. He would burrow 

into packs like a ferret and often come up with the ball, 

in much the same vein as the Western Bulldogs' Tony 

Liberatore. He was also a clever crumb-gatherer and 

sharp shooter close to goal.  

But, unlike Liberatore who played many years in the 

colts and reserves before making the league side, Brian 

Marr was introduced to senior football at the tender 

age of 14. That was in Kalgoorlie, in 1948, under KCFC 

coach and former VFL legend, Jack Regan. 

"Jack often supervised junior training at Kangas, and 

he would ask me to join the senior players for their 

training sessions," Marr recalled.

  

Unlucky Lads: Kalgoorlie City Football Club juniors 1949. They were beaten in the grand final by the 

narrowest margin in football - one point which was kicked by the opposition, Boulders, just 30 seconds 

before the final siren. The finals scores were Boulder 7.7 (49) to Kangas 7.6 (48). 

Back row (left to right): J. Elhers, A. Lamotte, N. Hicks, C. McGuiness, E. Barker, E. Patroni, 

N. Stockley, G. Earnshaw, D. Martiensen, B. Pratt, A. Teague. 

Front row: R. Adams, I. Donaldson, M. Wulff, R. Hug, A. McLeod, R. Johnson, K. Manning, 

D. Compton, B. Marr. Mascot: A. O'Connor. 



 

"The next year, at the age of 15, I was playing A-grade for Kangas." 

While not picked to play every week, Marr had accrued enough games to become ineligible to play in 

the club's 1950 junior finals.  

Marr was in awe of Regan, watching him lace up his size 13 boots and then booting the ball over long 

distances. As a fullback he'd often hit wingman Herb McKell on the chest as he led towards the half -

back-flank. 

He also remembers the artistry of Andy McPartland and Gus Ferguson who were both dynamic 

Goldfields players in the early 1950s and experts of the then in-vogue stab pass. 

Marr holds a special place in the history of KCFC, being the first person to play in three premierships 

for the club (1953, 1954 and 1962). He also played in three losing grand finals (1955, 1957 and 1959) 

which places him in the legend class for Kangas. He represented the Goldfields against Claremont 

(1955), North Hobart (1956), the South West three times and Avon Valley twice.  He retired as a player in 

1964, notching up 182 A-grade games for KCFC. 

Marr also served as secretary and as a committeeman for many years, as sub -junior, junior and league 

coach (1978) and was part of a dedicated effort in the late 1970s to change the diminishi ng fortunes of 

the club through the introduction of a junior development program. That scheme bore fruit in  1980 

when several emerging players from the junior ranks helped Kangas clinch their first league 

premiership victory in 18 years.  

A life member of KCFC, Marr still follows the club with great interest and pride.  

Max Hansberry: Doctor, president of Kangas 

Football club presidents come from a variety of professional backgrounds, but rarely the medical 

profession. 

Kalgoorlie City was fortunate to have had general practitioner and surgeon, Dr Max Hansberry, at the 

helm in 1955, 1956 and 1957. 

Originally from South Australia, Hansberry had a keen passion for Australian Rules when he arrived on 

the Goldfields. 

Away from his busy professional life, the straight-talking medical man loved nothing better than to 

drop into the local oval to watch his beloved black-and-whites in action on a Sunday afternoon in 

winter. 

"They were good years," he recalled recently. "Goldfields people are salt -of-the earth people and it was 

often a colourful outing at local football matches, watching both players and spectators in action."  

"For example, I can remember getting to the ground a bit early one Sunday afternoon, and there was a 

big crowd gathered in front of the grandstand watching a tense curtain raiser match between Kangas 

and Railways juniors. 

"There was a bit of a skirmish out on the ground and Railways supporter, Cec Burton, called young 

Robert Fernie a dirty bastard. That represented an insult to old Bob Fernie (Robert 's father whose 

business motto was Fernie's for Fairness), and he duly 'snotted' Cec in the heat of the moment claiming 

that no one called his son a bastard."  



 

To the Max: Former Kangas' president and 

patron Dr Max Hansberry pictured here in 

1962. 

During that era (the late 1950s and the early 1960s) Hansberry 

remembers being caught up in efforts to liberate two senior Kangas 

players from the law. 

"The first was Leo "Tex" Naughton whose fines for under age 

drinking were paid several times by club officials," he recalled. The 

legal drinking age then was 21 and young Tex just couldn't resist a 

drink on a hot day. " 

"Then there was Bernie Smith, who, like Tex, had a wild streak in 

him. He got into some strife one Saturday night and we had to bail 

him out so he could play in a finals match the following day."  

Another humorous incident Hansberry recalled was the time when 

middle-aged 

Manuel Papadimitriou, proprietor of the Monte Carlo Cafe (opposite 

the Grand Hotel in upper Hannan Street) and a strong supporter of 

Kangas, decided to get married. 

Like all good Greeks he chose a Sunday wedding, but inadvertently 

set a date in 

  

Kalgoorlie City Football Club, A-grade premiers 1962. 

Back row (left to right): R. Fernie, R. Steward, E. Reid (propertyman), R. Dunstan (committee), D. 

Willox (committee), H. Virgo (committee), N Higgs (selector), R. Hill (timekeeper), K. Clarke (vice- 

president). 

Third row: J. Reid, J. Neil, J. Fontanella, B. Johnson, T. Miller (head trainer), R. Krepp, R. Pugh, V. 

Evans, T. Bowen (trainer). 

Second row: K. Wolfenden, E. Mand, J. Evans, D. Krepp, L. Naughton, R. Woodward, G. Grljusich, 

J. Fraser; J. Miller, L. Spence. 

Front row: W Symons (treasurer), C. Wulff (secretary), G. Virgo, R. Myles (captain-coach), J. Watts 

(president), B. Marr (vice-captain), D. Marr, B. Ivanac, Dr M. Hansberry (patron), H. Wulff. 



 

September just as the football finals series was in full swing.  

Particularly peeved were great Kangas patrons, businessmen Bob Fernie and Bob Dunstan, who were 

appointed best man and groomsman respectively, for Manuel's wedding. 

It was 4pm when the wedding started, and the two Bobs had only one thing in mind as the bride strode 

down the isle. That was: "What's the bloody score, and how are Kangas going?"  

Bob Dunstan overcame this by carrying a radio with him to the altar. And , being the early 1960s the 

transistor radio he carried was not as compact, or as quiet as those of today. It was a none -too-subtle 

experience for the bride, groom and others in the church that day.  

 

Big burly Bob Myles 

Big burly Bob Myles was not exactly the darling of Kangas' supporters when he was appointed captain-

coach of KCFC in 1962. 

Known as a ruthless adversary from the opposite end of town, Myles had erstwhile represented the 

Boulder City Football Club. In fact, he and another Tigers "toughy" Riley Miller, seemed to hold a 

distinct psychological edge over many Kangas players in the late 1950s and early 1960s.  

Myles came to Kangas with some coaching experience having coached Boulders in 1956. But, it was the 

hate factor that worried most Kangas supporters and many of the players too. 

For example, several players refused point blank to play under Myles, and at one stage in the lead-up to 

the season, there was grave doubt whether Kangas would have 

enough players to field two senior teams. 

As Jack Neil recalled at one pre-season training session at the 

Kalgoorlie Oval: "There were only six players out on the track this 

afternoon as Myles put the boys through their paces. There would 

have been three times that number of players sitting on the 

benches in front of the grandstand watching on. All expressed 

reservations about playing under Myles, after all the dirty things 

he'd done against Kangas in recent seasons."  

After an hour or so, Myles completed the training session, and 
walked straight past the assembled mob on the sidelines. He never 
said a word, just breezed past them as he headed for the showers. 

As Neil recounted: "In dribs and drabs

Big Bob: Big burly Bob Myles was not 
popular when he joined Kangas in early 1962. 
By the end of the football season he was a hero 
after taking the club to a premiership. 



 

over the next few weeks the dissenting players returned to the training track and practised under coach 

Myles. By year's end Myles had the boys eating out of his hand - they were totally focused on winning a 

premiership." And win they did, claiming Kangas' first flag in eight years. 

The 1962 grand final saw KCFC defeat Railways 12.15 (87) to 11.9 (75). From that time on Bob Myles 

became a legend at Kangas, and it was significant that the club brought him back to the Goldfields as a 

special guest for the club's next premiership 18 years later in 1980.  

A very acute angle 

Footballers from different eras are prone to 

boast about miraculous goals they have 

seen during their careers.  

During an exchange of one-upmanship back 

in the 1950s, one Kangas player could 

hardly wait to chime in with this gem. He 

conjured up a story about a fellow team 

member who had taken a mark deep in the 

forward pocket. 

The angle was so acute, it was alleged, that 

one could barely daylight between the goals.  

The story-teller continued: "Twirling the 

ball around in his fingers the Kanga 

forward couldn't quite make up his mind 

whether to let fly with a banana kick, spiral 

punt, drop kick or drop punt – so tight was 

the angle. 

"So tight, in fact, that when the player eventually 

unloaded the kick, the footy got jammed 

between the goalposts."  
 

 

Bill "I’ll have one with ya" Kenny 

Football clubs rely on a lot of people to keep things running smoothly - from the president down to the 

water boy. 

Over the years Kangas have had plenty of water boys, but one chap in this mould carried an extra bit of 

tonic for the players. 

H e  was Bill "Flannel Foot" Kenny, a yardman from the Grand Hotel and sidekick of club stalwart Bill 

Symons. His big responsibility on match days (during the 1950s, 1960s and early 1970s) was to "fire up" 

the players with a squirt of sherry during the half-time and three-quarter-time breaks. 

A r m e d  with one and sometimes two bottles of sherry, the frail if not unhealthy - 



 

looking "Flannel" would shuffle down the line of rest ing players and mutter: "Anyone for sherry?" 

If a player said yes, Flannel's standard reply was: "Good, I'll have one wit h ya, son." 

If a player replied in the negative, his words would be: "I'll have one for ya."  

With 20 blokes in a team, it added up to quite a few nips, and by the end of the da y Flannel was well 

and truly lubricated. 

 

"Ease up, Tex! That's five you've had. Leave a bit for your old mate Flannel. " 



 

The Sunday session 

Come 5pm on a Sunday afternoon in winter, some 1950s and 1960s Kangas footballers moved faster after 

the game than on the field - in a dash to make the Sunday night drinking session at the Grand Hotel. 

The Sunday session ended at 6.30pm and the trick was to get inside the Grand before you were locked 

out. 

If Kangas had a successful afternoon, publican Bill Symons would take a risk with the licensing police, 

draw the blinds and trade on for an extra hour or two. His after-hours clientele was exclusively Kangas' 

players and supporters. 

Every Sunday evening at precisely 6.30, the Grand's yardman Bill "Flannel Foot" Kenny would position 

himself at the only exit from the pub and shout: "Well, yes ladies and gentlemen, TIME PLEASE." 

A quick reply from Bill Symons on a match-winning afternoon was: "Shut up you silly old bastard, it's 

taken me long enough to get 'em all in here, now you want to throw them out." 

During a rare visit from the liquor cops, Symons, with tongue-in-cheek, would abuse Flannel Foot for 

not clearing the bar at closing time. Poor old Flannel was the original "born loser", but he thought the 

sun shone out of Bill Symons, and in turn, Symons really looked after Flannel.  

 

Jack Neil: Tough and durable 

Jack Neil was not a pretty footballer. Neither was he 

fast over the ground, a high mark nor a particularly 

long kick. 

Yet there was something, apart from his longevity in 

the sport, that earned him the respect of team-mates 

and opposition players. 

Neil could be best described as an enforcer, someone 

who always kept his direct opponent, and others who 

drifted into his territory, very honest.  

In fact, he had a few things in common with West 

Coast Eagles captain, John Worsfold. Both were mild-

mannered men off the field who dispensed medicines 

in a chemist shop during the week. Come Sunday 

afternoon in winter, however, both seemed to adopt a 

different persona and a 

“G’day Mr Neil. Won’t be much trouble to ya today. Don’t 
feel too well…touch of chickenpox you know!” 



 

condition which sports psychologists loosely describe as "white -line fever". For that Worsfold earned 

the nickname of "Woosha" while Neil was branded with the dubious title of "Cement Head" by 

opposition football supporters.  

It's true that Neil sorted out quite a few blokes during his 237 A -grade games with Kangas - and quite a 

few B-graders as well. Surprisingly he was suspended only a few times, once for wrestling with Mines 

strongman Red Kennedy for which he received a two weeks suspension and, on another occasion, one 

week for fighting another Mines' player, Jeff Cook.  

One day on the Kalgoorlie Oval in the early 1970s Neil caused a total halt to an A -grade match when he 

and Boulder player, Les Andrews, boxed toe-to-toe for a good five minutes. Umpires and players stood 

back and watched, perhaps too afraid to break-up what appeared to be a good fight in the making. 

It was a good fight too, with both men still standing in the end. However, most observers awarded the 

duel to Andrews - on points. Their reward: a lengthy holiday, courtesy of the GNFL tribunal. 

Perhaps the most sensational incident involving Neil occurred on the Kalgoorlie Oval in the early 1960s 

when he knocked down Boulder player Ted "Punter" Robinson. 

Neil recalled the incident: "Right on the final siren Punter came 

charging down the ground and I flung my arm out, catching 

him on the jaw with my thumb. It wasn't really bad, but the 

crowd went mad. He just lay there for a while and then he got 

up and took the free kick. I didn't think there was much in it at 

all, but as we were going off the ground the crowd was really 

up in arms. There were women trying to attack me, and our 

women attacking them. When I came out of the changerooms 

there was still a bloody big crowd there. A couple of guys 

grabbed me and whizzed me away on Ronnie Adams's motor 

bike, down to the Piccadilly (Hotel) where we had a beer. It was 

unbelievable." 

Interestingly, there was no report from the umpire.  

 

Youngy, the ring-in 

During the nickel boom in the early 1970s the Kalgoorlie City 

Football Club recruited two outstanding players -both by sheer 

accident. 

Cop That! Kangas' enforcer Jack Neil bursts through 

the streamers at the Kalgoorlie Oval during the early 

1970s as he sets out to play his 200th league game for 

the black and whites. He eventually played a record-

breaking 237 league games for Kangas. 



 

The first was geologist Rod "Luke" Whittle who wandered into the Sir Richard Moore Sports Centre one 

Tuesday afternoon barefooted, dressed in a faded red singlet and black shorts with a pair of dirty old 

football boots slung around his neck. 

What a champion he proved to be, both as a knock-ruckman and full-forward. 

He was an automatic selection for the Goldfields in 1971, and played a key role in Goldfields' come -

from-behind win over Eastern Districts at Merredin that year.  

Another top player during that era was a bloke who went under the assumed name of Peter Young.  

He was, in fact, a former full-forward for the South Australian league club, West Torrens.  

"Youngy" told Kangas he played a bit of rugby in New South Wales and didn't need a clearance to be 

registered in the GNFL. Kangas officials believed him.  

After booting eight goals in his debut game for Kangas reserves, players and officials were convinced 

about one thing - that Youngy was a bit better than his background suggested. 

He was rapidly promoted to the A-grade side, and played some outstanding games, bagging some 

useful hauls of goals on several occasions.  

Youngy was a fabulous kick whose speciality was the spiral punt. At practice, he would kick the ball 

from behind the cricket pitch area at the Kalgoorlie Oval and consistently land it on the bike track 

behind the goals, a distance of about 65 metres.  

After a couple of seasons with Kangas, Youngy suddenly disappeared from the Goldfields. He never 

approached Kangas for a clearance. And given his  past, would he need one! 

 

Starting to take root 

A lot of sportsmen arrive on the Goldfields with a big reputation, yet find it difficult to establish a 

foothold. 

Greg Reilly, joined the Kalgoorlie City Football Club via South Melbourne in VFL, but found it hard to 

settle into what was a pretty talented A-grade side Kangas in the early 1970s.  

Reilly was frustrated and so too was coach John Harding.  

At one stage, Harding noticed that Reilly was often spending more time on the ground and not on his 

feet. 

Harding, better known as the "Little General", one day said to Reilly: "If you spend any more time on 

the ground, you'll start to take root."  

Thankfully, Reilly snapped out of lethargy and played a few useful games for the ‘Roos before 

eventually moving to Albany where he played in five premiership teams in six years with the Royals 

club. He also won three club fairest and best awards with Royals and later won an association fairest 

and best the Central Midlands while living at Moora.  



 

Into the wind 

Likeable larrikin of the early 1970s, Greg "Sparrow" Kane, was part of a particularly strong Kangas 

combination that won 12 out of 13 games during the 1971 and 1972 seasons.  

He recalls a single hiccup in the middle of that golden run, the preliminary final between Ka ngas and 

Mines Rovers at the Kalgoorlie Oval.  

Kangas went into the match firm favourites, however, Sunday 5 September 1971 was no ordinary da y for 

football. That afternoon's weather was atrocious with 100kph winds whipping up a massive dust storm, 

followed by driving rain. 

Never noted for his great depth of kicking, Kane said he'll never forget marking the ball on the half -

back-flank, sinking his boot into the Burley only to see the ball sail back over his head. Some wind!  

Mines, through the agency of shrewd old heads like Alan "Humma" Spence, Chris Lalor and Ken 

Murphy, went on to beat Kangas comfortably - 10.12 to 7.13. 

To the disgust of Kangas' players and supporters, Mines lost the grand final to Railways the following  

Sunday. Kangas had beaten Railways at their previous start.  

Under coach John Harding. Kangas had won five matches on the trot going into that fateful 1971 

preliminary final. They also won the first seven games of the 1972 season. However, it was the 

beginning of a steady decline for the Roo Boys for the rest of the 1970s.  

Goals galore 

Under coach John Harding (1971) and Barry Clarke (1972) 

Kalgoorlie City's A-grade side was particularly strong. The 

only thing missing was a premiership, however, the slick-

moving Roo Boys certainly knew how to kick goals. 

During that halcyon period, they kicked 20 or more goals on 

six occasions including: 

• 8 August 1971 - Kalgoorlie 25.29 (179) Norseman 10.8 (68);  

• 22 August 1971 - Kalgoorlie 20.7 (127) Boulder 14.17 (101);  

• 4 June 1972 - Kalgoorlie 20.21 (141) Boulder 13.17 (95); 

• 11 June 1972 - Kalgoorlie 20.10 (130) Kambalda 12.8 (80);  

• 2 July 1972 - Kalgoorlie 22.14 (146) Norseman 5.9 (39); and 

• 13 August 1972 Kalgoorlie 24.18 (162) to Norseman 11.8 

(74).

Little General: Schoolteacher John Harding 
got the best out of his players during his two 
years as captain-coach of Kangas in 1970 and 
1971. The only thing missing was a 
premiership. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Kalgoorlie City Football Club, league team 1970. 

Back row (left to right): K. Halford, B. Dau, J. Terrell, J. Manuel, R. Neville, N. Flood, P. McCabe, 

R. Wilkin, T. Virgo, B. Smith, D. Krepp, J. Fraser, K. Virgo. 

Kneeling: R. Craig, B. Green, M. Giumelli, D. Gardiner, G. Donaldson, J. Mills. 

Standing foreground: J. Neil. At that stage of the 1970 season, Kangas' captain-coach John Harding 

was still on the sidelines, his clearance from Boulder still in dispute. 

 

The 25.29 (179) kicked by the A-grade side against Norseman on 8 August 1971 is thought to be highest 

in the club's history. 

 



 

End-of-season trips 

End-of-season trips are something which players and supporters of the Kalgoorlie City Football  Club 

traditionally look forward to. Sometimes they are a fitting reward for a triumphant year on the field, on 

other occasions they simply represent an opportunity to boost mateship and club morale.  

Records are patchy for the first few decades of the club's history, with the earliest evidence of an end -of-

season trip being to Bunbury in 1929. Then followed trips to Albany in 1931, Katanning in 1932, 

Melbourne in 1934, Sydney in 1936, Tasmania in 1938 and Merredin in 1945.  

During their Sydney trip, Kangas thrashed Newtown in an exhibition match at Erskinville Oval. The rail 

journey across Australia was a memorable one for the Virgo family. Travelling in the party was Herbert 

Edward "Bud" Virgo, popularly regarded as the "Father" of Kangas during that era, his two sons Herb 

"Young Bud" Virgo and Gordon and his two sons-in-law, Hilary Hanrahan and Ray Steward. 

Newtown boasted several top players including champion full-forward Bill Mohr who had just returned 

home from Melbourne where he topped the VFL goal kicking list with 101 goals for St Kilda in the 

season just ended. 

Another popular pilgrimage was the annual trip to Perth to watch the WAFL grand final. This generally 

involved a train journey on the "Westland Express" which left Kalgoorlie at 7pm on the eve of the grand 

final and arrived in Perth 14 hours later at 9am. Most people booked a "sleeper" but th ere was never a 

guarantee about securing any sleep, given the noise, boozing and general shenanigans by the footy-mad 

passengers. 

Dare Devils: An artist’s impression of Peter McCabe and John Rout on the roof of the moving Westland Express. 



 

In 1957 supporters of the Kalgoorlie City junior football team raised well over 100 pounds ($200) to send 

a party of 36 including players, parents and officials to Perth for a match against Swan Districts.  

Most of the funds for the trip came from the proceeds of "bachelor's suppers", tickets for which were 

sold to hotel patrons on busy Friday nights in Kalgoorlie during the foo tball season. Stalwarts of that 

exercise were Mrs May Virgo, Mrs Gladdie Krepp and Mrs Cadlolo. On match days, aspiring juniors 

Peter Krepp and Rodney Virgo rattled a big Sunshine milk tin with black -and-white stripes painted on it 

to raise further funds for the trip. Kangas juniors eventually won their match against Swan Districts, 

added to their back-to-back premierships on the Goldfields in 1956 and 1957.  

In the late 1960s, end-of-season revelry among the Roo Boys almost got out of hand during one grand 

final train trip. Not satisfied with the comforts of their cabin, John Rout and Peter McCabe scaled the 

side of the moving train and did a couple of laps up-and-down the roof of the carriages. The attendant 

in the buffet car got a little confused when a cry of "two pies with sauce" echoed out from an air vent 

above her. 

Then there was the time in the early 1970s when Darryl Wilkinson was ordered off the train at Southern 

Cross after he'd been wrongly blamed for damaging a door to one of the passenger compartments. Club 

president Jack Neil accompanied Darryl to the local police station, but the cops failed to pin thing on 

Darryl. By that time the train had sped off into the night. Jack and Darryl jumped in a taxi and 

eventually caught the train at Noongar. During that interlude, Kangas supporter Leon O'Donoghue sold 

a stylish mohair jumper to club secretary Norm MacLean for $4. Leon said he received the jumper as a 

present from his mother-in-law. As it turned out the jumper belonged to Darryl Wilkinson, and on 

Darryl's return to the train, a reverse transaction had to be hastily arranged.

 

 

 Sydney Slickers: Kangas’ members during their 1936 trip to Sydney. 



 

Barry Clarke: Rock of Gibraltar 

Triple fairest and best winner for Kalgoorlie City, Barry Clarke, 

gave his all to the club during the 1970s.  

And while he never got a chance to share in the spoils of a 

Goldfields football premiership, Clarke still looks back on his 

years in Kalgoorlie, from 1972 to 1975, with great fondness.  

Before coming to the Goldfields, Clarke vowed to his employer, 

the Main Roads Department, that he'd never work in Kalgoorlie. 

Yet, at the end of his four-and-a-half year stint on the 

Goldfields, he claims it was the greatest experience of his life.  

"The people there were marvellous, and wife Maxine and I 

thoroughly enjoyed ourselves in Kalgoorlie. Two of our boys, 

Wade and Fraser, were born there." 

Being a former league footballer with South Fremantle , Clarke, 

at the ripe age of 26, was keenly sought after by Kangas as well 

as several other local clubs at the end of the 1971 season.  

"I remember being first approached by George Grljusich to play 

for Kangas, and in the end I agreed to join the black-and-

whites," he recalled. 

"There wasn't a lot of money involved; it was the coaching 

position that the club wanted me to fill most of all."  

During his four seasons on the Goldfields, Clarke played in 

most key positions for Kangas, sometimes changing from centre -

half-back to knock ruckman, and then to full forward if the side 

needed him as a focal point in the goal square.  

An extremely reliable drop kick, he often used that style of kick 

when booting for goal. 

 

Big Boomer: Like the Rock of Gibraltar, Barry Clarke served Kangas' backline, and other key positions as well, with great 

distinction during the 1970s. Along the way he won three club fairest and best awards — in 1972, 1973 and 1974. 

 



 

Clarke coached Kangas for three years (1972, 1973 and 1975) and won three club fairest and best awards 

(1972, 1973 and 1974).  

In the beginning, he must have thought coaching was a breeze. He led the club  to victories in the first 

seven games he coached in 1972. But, things gradually became more difficult and by the mid 1970s 

Railways and Mines dominated the local competition. Often on the receiving end of some big defeats by 

these two clubs, Clarke remained a shining example to his teammates in terms of discipline, courage and 

sheer hard work. He was like the Rock of Gibraltar - and one of KCFC's all-time greats. 

A university-educated engineer, and now a senior executive with Main Roads Western Australia,  Clarke 

has some interesting philosophies about work, football and life in general.  

He said a team was only as good as its weakest link. "There will be outstanding people, including 

footballers, wherever you go. In a good team, the lower and middle ranked people rise to take on higher 

responsibilities - for the benefit of all in the team." 

.And a good tip that Clarke said he'll always remember from his time in the Goldfields:  "Before the end 

of a good party, you always raise the spear four inches from the bottom of the keg - that's enough beer 

for the clean-up the next morning." 

 

The misfortune of Morrison Park 

Over-use of the Sir Richard Moore Sports Centre (Kalgoorlie Oval) by various sporting groups during 

the mid 1970s spurred Kangas to look for an alternative long-term headquarters for the club.

 

Wasted Effort: The D.R. Morrison sporting complex, to which Kangas’ players and supporters contributed more 
than 5000 hours of voluntary labour to help get the facility established. 



 

It resulted in a large plot of ground being acquired from the Municipality of Kalgoorlie at the western 

end of Bourke Street which eventually became known as the D. R. Morrison Sporting Complex.  

Major driving forces behind the project were Doug Krepp, Frank O'Hehir. Vaughan Burt, Jack Neil and 

Norm MacLean. 

Players and supporters of the Kalgoorlie City Football Club put in more than 5000 hours of volunteer 

labour constructing a perimeter fence around the new oval which they also grassed and reticulated over 

a two-year period. A large number of bricks was also acquired for a future clubrooms, but because of a 

lack of reciprocal support from the council, the clubrooms were never built and Kangas eventually 

abandoned the project. 

The D. R. Morrison sporting complex is now recognised as one of Kalgoorlie -Boulder's better sporting 

facilities, but that's little consolation for all the hard work put -in by Kangas members to get it 

established in the first place. 

 

Bus driver boxes on 
KCFC    player    strength    -    and 

confidence - plunged to new lows on 10 August 1975 when 

Kangas ventured to Norseman for league and reserves 

matches against the lowly-rated Dundas Demons. 

In one of the darkest episodes in the club's long history, the 

club's bus driver was forced to "strip" for the curtain-raiser 

reserves match. Prior to setting out from Kalgoorlie. 

voluntary driver Ross Craig noticed there were several vacant 

seats on the bus so, as a precaution, he packed his boots just 

in case someone didn't turn up. 

Sure enough the reserves team was quite a few men short, 

and Craig quickly found himself out of retirement and lining 

up at full forward in the reserves team. He was joined by club 

president, Jack Neil, and committeeman Frank O'Hehir, who 

made up the shortfall of players. 

Craig, who earned the nickname of "Harada" during his 

earlier playing days, showed all the fighting qualities of his 

Japanese namesake. In fact, he kicked four goals and helped 

the team to a morale-boosting win. 

Kangas A-grade side went down to Norseman later in the day 

- 18.14 (122) to 11.12 (78).  

Pinch Hitter: Ross "Harada" Craig packed plenty of 

punch when he turned from bus driver to leading goal 

kicker in a B-grade game at Norseman in 1975, several 

years after his official retirement as a player. 



 

The colourful Mike Worner 

Towards the end of a prison sentence, colourful character Mike Worner was released into the care of 

Kangas' coach Brian Marr to assist with his rehabilitation back to society.  

An inmate of the Kalgoorlie regional jail, Worner was allowed to attend football training sessions on 

Tuesday and Thursday nights and play on Sundays.  

Kalgoorlie prison superintendent Bill Jones told Marr that Worner was an ex-VFL footballer, a qualified 

chef and a good friend of Father Brosnan, the priest who  had stood by murderer Ronald Ryan before he 

went to the gallows in Melbourne in the 1960s.  

After attending several training sessions it was evident to Marr that Worner possessed very good 

football skills, although at 34 years of age, there were signs that Father Time had also caught up with 

him. 

During the next few weeks the quality of food at Kangas' socials rose several notches with some of 

Worner's magnificent sponge cakes and other culinary delights making their way on to the club's 

banquet tables. 

In one B-grade match Worner was knocked out, stretchered off the ground and hospitalised for a few 

days. 

Later, for an away-match at Norseman, prison guard and Kangas stalwart Trevor Virgo, was assigned 

the task of looking after Worner for the day. Worner provoked a series of wolf whistles when he arrived 

for the bus trip dressed in a pure white suit, bright blue shirt, red tie, splendid grey shoes and decked -

out in more jewellery than Liberace would wear for a concert at the Palladium.  

After-match celebrations sometimes saw Worner serve behind the bar at a local pub, and, on one 

occasion, he won the hand and heart of a very exquisite barmaid. Unfortunately he became a little too 

overconfident, and during a period of work release he absconded, borrowing a hire car and heading 

down Perth with his lady friend. He was arrested at Merredin and, after serving a prison sentence at 

Fremantle, returned to Victoria to serve a sentence there. Within months he was the subject of a blazing 

headline on the front page of the Melbourne Truth newspaper: "Ex-VFL Football Star Alleges Assault", a 

reference to an incident inside one of Victoria's high-security jails. 

The final time Worner made contact with Marr, his ex-football coach in Kalgoorlie, was a phone call to 

say he was back in town and wanted to catch up for a quiet beer at the Hannans Hotel.  

Worner explained he'd be available for just one hour as he was an undercover  agent for the Victorian 

drug squad and he had to be back in Melbourne the following Tuesday for the Melbourne Cup. A 

plausible story from a likeable rogue who really gave Kangas some humour during the dark days of the 

club back in 1978. 

 

Umps were of no use ... 

There was a time in the mid to late 1970s when the Goldfields Football League had no fewer than five 

ex-Kangas players on its umpires panel. And, still the Roos Boys had great difficulty in winning.  



 

The umpires in question were Greg Donaldson, Kevin Virgo,  John Terrell, Bob Long and Neville 

Youlden. 

 

The brewery 

The Kalgoorlie Brewery ceased operating on 21 November 1982 after brewing the famous "Big K", 

Kalgoorlie stout and Hannans lager for most of this century.  

And, on reflection, did members of the Kalgoorlie City Football Club contribute to the brewery’s 

demise? 

1980 premiership coach. Kevin Patten, who used to live behind the Kalgoorlie Brewery, remembers 

being part of a large group of Kangas players and supporters who dropped into the brewery on the 

Monday morning after the grand final, a Goldfields tradition, to toast the club's first premiership in 18 

years. 

The Roo Boys seemed to like the architecture of the brewery, the smell of the hops, or something else 

about the place, because they returned there every day that week - Monday through to Friday. 

It's fair to say that the patience of brewery manager, Reg Franklin, a great Kangas supporter over the 

years, was fairly tested by the end of the week.  

For Kevin Patten it was simply a matter of unlatching the back gate of his home in Dugan Street, 

breasting the hospitality bar in the back section of the brewery and sampling the smooth -tasting 

Hannans lager. 

Over the years KCFC developed a long and close association with the Kalgoorlie Brewery. This 

prevailed before World War II when Percy Johnson (father of Kangas 1953 and 1954 premiership player 

Jack Johnson and former East Fremantle footballer and turbo-tongue commentator Percy Johnson junior) 

was the brewery manager. 

The brewery was a major employer in Kalgoorlie, and a job could always be found there for someone 

who possessed above-average football ability, especially if he wanted to play for Kangas. 

But, Johnson nearly ended up with egg on his face when he found a job for outstanding Kangas player, 

Ronnie Addison, in the early 1950s.  

In fact, it caused the only industrial stoppage in the brewery's history after workers walked off the job 

in protest at Addison being given a "leg-in" start at the brewery. 

Johnson sorted out the mess, and had the workforce back on the job within half a day. Addison retained 

his job and became a well-liked employee at the brewery for many years. He was also a key member of 

Kangas' back-to-back premiership teams in 1953 and 1954.  

Other brewery staff who were dyed-in-the-wool Kangas supporters included another brewery manager, 

Tom Hosking, who was president of KCFC when they won the 1941 premiership; brewery engineer 

Wally Stead, brewery secretary Stewie Milbanke and Kangas life members Charles "Tag" Romano and 

Brian "Moggie" Marr. 



 

Around a while 

Rex Mitchell was the most decorated sports 

administrator in the history of Goldfields football. He 

served as secretary of the Goldfields Football League 

for 53 years, an Australian record.  

While no one is ever likely to break the record, Kangas 

secretary Carl Wulff deserves acknowledgement. He 

served as secretary of KCFC for 20 years from 1947 

through to 1966. Wulff was awarded life membership 

of both KCFC and the GNFL, the latter in 1962.  

Norm MacLean served as KCFC secretary for 11 years 

between 1971 and 1983. 

 

1979: A turbulent year 

1979 was a turbulent, blood-stained year for the 
Kalgoorlie City Football Club. 

Things got almost out of control, both on and off the 

field, and the club was in jeopardy of folding 

completely. 

It was a year when the annual general meeting failed to attract enough people to establish a committee. 

It was a year when more than a dozen players were given their marching orders. It was a year when 

fights broke out among club members at social functions. It was a year the senior coach was sacked. It 

was a year that players threatened to strike in support of a suspended team -mate. 

Despite all of that, it was a major turning point in the club's history, according to club stalwart Alf 

Caputo. 

It appears that the rot began to set in the previous year (1978) when a fire at the Kalgoorlie Country 

Club destroyed valuable club records and all of the club's guernseys. 

Long-time club supporters were terribly upset at the loss of old photographs and other club 

memorabilia. In fact, morale among players and supporters plummeted as a result of the fire.  

In February 1979 the annual general meeting of KCFC was held, but there were insufficient numbers to 

elect a new committee. The meeting was adjourned until March when Arthur Belli ngham, a first-aid 

man with Kangas for many years, reluctantly took on the club presidency. Alf Caputo was elected 

treasurer and Brian Marr secretary. Later, Brian Pascoe was appointed league coach. 

According to Caputo, who later took over from Arthur Bell ingham as club 

Super Secretary: Carl Wulff who served as Kangas' secretary 

for 20 years. 



 

president, many of the new recruits came from outlying areas of the Goldfields and seemed 
inappropriately prepared for modern football.  

"Some wore jeans, tee-shirts, beanies and no boots at all at training sessions. It looked terribly 

unprofessional." 

"After a few warnings, I put my foot down and told them that their services were no longer required at 

the club. 

"It wasn't a case of being prejudiced, it was simply a matter of trying to enforce proper dress standards 

and discipline, something which had been lacking in the club for some time."  

1979 proved a dismal one for KCFC's league team. They finished last on the premiership table, winning 

just one match for the season, against Boulder. Along the way Railways inflicted three massive defeats  

on Kangas - by 54 points in round one, 157 points in round six and 141 points in round 11. By contrast 

the club's reserves team finished third with nine wins for the season while the colts finished fourth with 

five wins. 

At different times during the season fights broke out among players and supporters at social functions, 

and in one incident club secretary Brian Marr was assaulted by one of the players.  

Discipline was a big problem as the club lurched from one crisis to the next.  

"At one stage the committee endorsed a system of fines and suspensions for members who got involved 

in a blue." Caputo said. 

Halfway through the season came an important breakthrough when Kangas recruited Kevin Patten, 

from Geraldton. He eventually became a central figure in the c lub's change of fortunes the following 

year. 

Around mid-August 1979 league coach Brian Pascoe was sacked after he played an unregistered player 

in a match against Mines.  

According to a report in the Kalgoorlie Miner dated 18 August 1979 Pascoe, who was Kan gas' sole 

selector at the time, admitted being wrong in selecting a player over whom the club faced a fine from 

the Goldfields National Football League.  

The club did not accept Pascoe's offer to pay the fine and decided more serious action was required.  

 

Players threaten strike action 

It's hard to image, but members of Kalgoorlie City's reserves team threatened strike action in support of 

a team-mate in the lead-up to the 1979 GNFL finals campaign.  

The incident centred around popular and talented player Trevor "Tracker" Sambo who was picked to 

play for Kangas' reserves team in what was to be the final qualifying match of the home -and-away 

season against Norseman. 

According to former KCFC president Alf Caputo: "Sambo failed to show up for a planned Sunday 

morning assembly of players in Kalgoorlie prior to the bus's departure for Norseman. We actually drove 

out to Sambo's home at the back of Boulder.  He was in no fit state to play football that day, so the bus  



 

continued its journey on to Norseman without him." 

Several days later the committee of the KCFC imposed a one-week suspension on Sambo. 

Reserves coach Glyn Smith then made overtures for Sambo to play in the reserves finals campaign, 

against the wishes of the club's hierarchy.  

At one stage, Smith and his reserves players voted to go on strike if Sambo was denied the opportunity 

to play in Sunday's up-coming first semi final. The board of KCFC re-examined the case, but resolved to 

stick by its original decision. 

Kalgoorlie lawyer (now Queen's Counsel) Tom Percy was brought into the act, and on the Sunday 

morning of the finals match against Railways he spoke to club president Alf Caputo about the 

possibility of Sambo taking his place in the reserves team.  

"I refused point blank to do any deal," Caputo said.  

'I went a step further by explaining that if Sambo entered the field wearing a Kangas guernsey, I would 

approach the umpires and request that the match be forfeited. As it turned out, Sambo didn't take his 

place in the side. Kangas were subsequently beaten by Railways 15.11 (101) to 5.5 (35) with Neville 

Brierley being best-on-ground and Kim Loxton kicking five goals for Railways.  

 

Pencil: Thanks for coming! 

Hard-hitting backman Brian "Pencil" Smith" left 

an indelible impression on those who played 

alongside him in Kangas' 1980 breakthrough 

premiership side. 

Originally from Railways, Smith had tasted 

success in the past. In fact, he'd savoured      

premiership success with Railways on five 

occasions - in 1973, 1974, 1975, 1977 and 1978. 

What a challenge it would be to help Kangas win 

their first premiership in 18 years! 

Smith was an exceptionally important member 

of the 1980 premiership side, adding both 

muscle and experience to Kangas' backline. He 

also played in Kangas' 1984 premiership team, 

making it seven Goldfields premierships in 12 

years. Not bad! Two Beauts: Valuable Kangas’ recruit Brian “Pencil” Smith (left) and 
Robbie Russell who were key members of the club’s first premiership in 
18 years in 1980. 



 

In the wake of Kangas' 1980 premiership 

victory, Ricky Taylor assumed the role of 

"The Incredible Hulk" by pulling a truck 

loaded up with his team-mates down the main 

street of Kalgoorlie. 

Jubilant Gerry: An ecstatic Gerry Watts (right) hugs fellow Kanga Peter 

Usher at the conclusion of the 1980 premiership. 

The Modern Era 

 
 

 

 

1980: Kangas rise from the ashes 

The modern era of the Kalgoorlie City Football Club emerged from the ashes of a forgettable 1979. 

During the final year of the decade Kangas won a single league game, making a total of two wins and a 

draw in three years. 

Energetic president Alf Caputo and his dynamic band of supporters can take credit for what became an 

incredible turn-around in the club's history. 

"Kangas Matey in 1980". penned by Dave Shore, was adopted as a rallying slogan for the year.  

A key factor in the club's dramatic boost in fortune was the appointment of Kevin Patten, from 

Geraldton, as Kangas' new coach for 1980. Spirits rose further when gun Morawa player Max Johnson 

was also recruited. Other top players lured to the club were Ricky Taylor, a tough high-marking centre-

half-forward from South Fremantle; Rob Lilburne, an elusive and 

clever forward from Claremont: Daryl Balchin, a powerful ruckman 

who had previously played for Swan Districts: ex-Fletcher Medallist 

Brian "Pencil"    Smith,    a    tough, no-nonsense backliner; and 

David Johnson, a ruckman-defender. 

Kangas finished second behind Kambalda at the end of the 

qualifying rounds, losing to them on each occasion in 1980 except 

the grand final. Kangas over-ran Railways in the preliminary final 

and the stage was set for an 
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The Catalyst: Kevin Patten, 

premiership captain-coach of Kangas in 

1980, was a key figure in the modern-

era revival of the Kalgoorlie City 

Football Club. 

exciting winner-take-all grand final. There was enormous hype leading up 

to the grand final, and, not surprisingly, the match attracted a near record 

crowd. 

In the first 15 minutes Max Johnson dished out a bone-crunching tackle on 

Eagles' playmaker Kim Anderson who was subsequently carted off the 

ground and didn't re-appear. 

The turning point in the game came late in the third quarter. Trailing by 

three goals, Kangas' captain-coach Kevin Patten screwed a goal from the 

forward pocket and a couple of minutes later Ricky Taylor took a 

towering mark in the goal square and he converted as well.  

Turning for home five points down, Kangas went on to win the match b y 

eight-points - 11.15 (81) to Kambalda's 10.13 (73). A great out-pouring of 

emotion followed from people like veteran rover Gerry Watts and club 

stalwarts Alan Virgo, Frank Shepherd and Doug Krepp. For 1962 Kangas' 

president Jim Watts and coach Bob Myles it was a worthwhile trip back to 

Kalgoorlie to witness the club's first premiership in 18 years.  

  

Kalgoorlie City Football Club, premiers 1980. 

Back row (left to right): D. Balchin (chairman of selectors), J. Neil, N. MacLean, D. Marr, W Steward, 

R Lilburne, D. Anderson, L. Wilson, P. Marr, P. Hunter (director), B. McGlashan, C. Beardshaw (trainer). 

Middle row: P. Boladeros, M. Thompson, B. Phelan, P. Fyfe, E. Taylor, G. Loverock, B. Smith, 

T. McDonald, S. Bennetts, R Swain, Eric Taylor, K. Montgomery. 

Seated: L. Fyfe, Dr M. Hodsdon (club doctor), S. Wilson, A. Caputo, (president), K. Patten (captain- 

coach), B. Marr (secretary), R Russell (vice-captain), G. Dixey, A. Virgo. 

Front: J.Johnson, G. Willett, R. O’Loughlin, N. Hall, M. Johnson, L. Pike, B. Virgo, G. Watts. 

Absent: P Usher, D. Johnson, T. Percy, J. Hawkins. 



 

Max Johnson: Golden boy of the early 1980s 

The 1980s gold boom brought many classy footballers to the Goldfields, among them a golden -haired 

farmer from Morawa, Max Johnson. 

In 1979 Johnson was invited to join VFL club Footscray. After travelling to Melbourne and completing a 

gruelling pre-season program with the club, he badly injured his ankle in a scratch match. The medical 

prognosis was that he'd be sidelined for at least six weeks, while Footscray's chairman of selectors 

doubted whether Johnson would break into the league team, given his injury setback.  

With that, a disconsolate Johnson headed back home to the Mid West wheatbelt. At the time agricult ure 

was in a state of depression, while the price of gold was hitting 

new records and the gold mining industry absolutely flourishing. 

It wasn't long before a friend in the mining industry, Nick Zuks, 

asked him to help out at a mining operation at Yarri, on Edjudina 

Station, 140km northeast of Kalgoorlie.  

"That year (1979) I travelled home to Morawa towards the end of 

the season to play football," Johnson recalled. "With 13 hours 

driving each way between the mine and home it turned out to be 

mission impossible'. The following year I moved into Kalgoorlie 

where I got a job as a rigger's mate with Vickers Keogh."  

It was inevitable that Johnson would play football on the 

Goldfields. It was just a question of which club.  

"My reputation was being overstated by a lot of local people; it 

really did get out of hand," Johnson recalled.  

"Another thing I noticed was that everyone was running down 

Kangas. That didn't worry me too much; I thought it might be a 

bit of a challenge to help Kangas win their first premiership in 18 

years." 

"Newly-appointed coach, Kevin Patten, was a good friend of the 

family, and, in the end, I'm sure it was he who convinced me to 

join the Roos." 

1980 was shaping up to be a big year for Kangas, because they 

had recruited well. Among the club's new recruits were Ric 

Taylor (ex South Fremantle), Rob Lilburne (ex Claremont), Warren Steward (ex South Fremantle), Glen 

O'Brien (ex Swan Districts) and Wayne King from Tasmania.  

"I can honestly say that 1980 and 1981 were the two greatest years of my lif e," Johnson said recently. "I 

got spoiled rotten on the Goldfields. They even organised a big 21st birthday party for me ... things like 

that I'll never forget." 

Super Max: Morawa farmer Max Johnson made a 

huge impact during his two years of Goldfields 

football, winning Kangas' fairest and best in 1980 

and 1981. 



 

During his two years in Kalgoorlie, Johnson was a member of Kangas' victorious 1980 premiersh ip team, 

a member of the team that finished runners up to Kambalda in 1981; he won Kangas' league fairest and 

best in both 1980 and 1981, plus he won a couple of A-grade cricket premierships for Great Boulder.  

In 1983 he played a season of league football for East Fremantle. 

Perhaps Johnson's big reputation when he arrived in Kalgoorlie in early 1980 was warranted after all?  

 

Glenn O'Loughlin: Champ with the right credentials 

It was like the return of the prodigal son when Glenn O'Loughlin 

joined Kalgoorlie City as its captain-coach in 1988. 

As a kid I used to follow Kangas with great interest, especially as  my 

father Des used to play for the club," O'Loughlin recalled. 

After completing his secondary school education at CBC in Kalgoorlie 

in 1976, O'Loughlin moved to Perth to further his studies and briefly 

take on employment in a bank. For the next two years he played 

reserves football for Subiaco before breaking into the Lions' league 

team for four games in 1979. 

Still a bit unsettled and homesick, O'Loughlin headed back to the 

Goldfields to face an even bigger dilemma - who to play football with. 

Boulders won the race for his services after Tigers' president Charlie 

Edmonds offered O'Loughlin an apprenticeship as an electrician. Over 

the next few years he rewarded the club handsomely, winning four 

straight fairest and best awards for the Tigers and a premiership in 

1982. 

In 1984 Subiaco coach Hadyn Bunton visited the Goldfields to 

supervise a training session among local players to see if there were 

any with sufficient talent to make it at WAFL level. Bunton had no 

hesitation in inviting O'Loughlin back to Subiaco.  

Bunton's judgement was spot on because O'Loughlin proved to be a 

great player in Subiaco's revival in the mid to late 1980s. In fact, 

O'Loughlin was Subiaco's best player in a losing grand final in 1985 

and was a key player in the club's 1986 premiership team.  

Rolls Royce Rover: Champion Glenn O'Loughlin, 

who coached Kangas to a premiership in 1988, is one 

of the most decorated footballers in the modern era of 

Goldfields football 



 

In 1987 he was chosen in the West Coast Eagles squad for their inaugural season in the VFL.  

On his return to the Goldfields in 1988, one of the motivating factors in him joining Kangas was to play 

alongside his brother Ron who was then playing senior football for the black-and-whites. 

"I had the joy of playing in the same team as my other brother, Craig, at Boulders a few years earlier 

and. basically, I wanted to share the same experience with Ron," O'Loughlin explained.  

Of course, his father-in-law, Jack Neil, his mother-in-law, Delys, and wife Lisa were strong Kangas 

supporters so that added to the pressure of him joining Kangas.  

Again, he gave his new club a prompt dividend, helping Kangas to a premiership in 1988. In all , 

O'Loughlin served KCFC as its captain-coach for four season (1988, 1989, 1990 and 1991). In 1992 he 

played in a second premiership team for Kangas. The grand final was his 150th league game on the 

Goldfields. He played only one more match in 1993 before a troublesome knee injury forced him to 

retire. 

During his four years as captain-coach of Kangas, O'Loughlin said he received great  support from his 

father-in-law, Jack Neil, who acted as "bench coach" and adviser while he was out on the field. During 

his playing career with Kangas, O'Loughlin played mainly in the centre, or as a rover or ruck-rover. 

In the final analysis, Glenn O'Loughlin will be remembered as one of the finest players to wear the 

black-and-white guernsey. His imposing record includes:  

• Four fairest and best awards with Boulder City (1980, 1981, 1982 and 1983);  

• Three fairest and best awards with Kalgoorlie City (1988, 1989 and 1991);  

• Two fairest and best awards as champion junior on the Goldfields while playing with CBC (1975 and 

1976): 

• One premiership with Boulders (1982);  

• Two premierships with Kalgoorlie City (1988 and 1992);  

• One premiership with Subiaco (1986);  

• Foundation player with the West Coast Eagles (1987); 

• Two Mitchell Medals for fairest and best in the GFL (1982 and 1983);  

• Three Fyson Medals (best-on-ground in either grand finals or in representative matches for the 

Goldfields). 

 

Tall footy tale 

If you ever want to witness Aussie one-upmanship at its best, just organise a reunion - preferably a 

sporting reunion. 

As sure as night follows day, you'll hear the most colourful yarns imaginable. And you can bet London -

to-a-brick-on that a good 90% of these tales will be exaggerated.  



 

Take Kalgoorlie City Football Club's 1984 reunion for example.  

First it was: "Well, you should have seen Darryl Wilkinson back in the late 1960s 'dob' one through from 

the boundary line next to the Press Box on the Kalgoorlie Oval."  

Then: "That's nothing, what about the time when "Punga" Addison stowed one home from 10 yards 

behind the cricket pitch on grand final day back in 1953."  

Followed up with: "How about the time so-and-so marked the ball in the goal square and put the slipper 

into this booming torpedo punt. The ball sailed straight over the oval fence, across the road and into the 

grounds of the Kalgoorlie Regional Hospital."  

At that juncture, a Kangas player from the 1960s butted in with: "Yer, yer, I remember that, I was in 

hospital that day. And when I saw the ball coming through the window, I jumped out of bed and 

marked it." 

Kalgoorlie City Football Club, Premiers 1988. 

Back row: W. Smeets (match-day officer), R. Butler (first aid), R. O'Loughlin, D. Skipworth, R. McDougall, R. Forman, 

G. Parnell, S. Stevens, J. Neil (director), B. McGlashan (propertyman), D. Gale (first aid). 

Third row: R. Russell (director), A. Garrad, K. Pryer, B. Buktenica, G. Roberts, R. Harris (vice-captain), L. Wilson, G. 

Jones, A. Sharman (runner). 

Second row: A. Caputo (director), M. Brennan (selector), D. Collard, A. Dodd, K. Patten (president), G. O'Loughlin 

(captain-coach), G. Roberts, N. Hough (director), K. Virgo (first aid). 

Front row: M. O'Malley, W. Gates, C. King, P. Clarke, C. Murphy. Absent: A. 

McCracken, P. Goss, S. Scott, A. Downie. 



 

 

13s and under (undefeated premiers) . 

Back row (left to right): W. Gould. S. Keddie. T. Doyle. K McDonald, S. Webber, S. Howe, B. McDowell. 

Middle row: B. Rose, J. Burston, X. Earl. S. Smith, C. Crimmons, E. Lindon, T. Guild, R. Dillon, M. Bostelman. 

Front row: T. Holmes, D. King. G. Blake. J. Holman, I. Holman (coach), R. White, A. Leah, B. London. 

 

15s and under (undefeated premiers). 

Back row: G. Rule (runner), D. Crimmons, B. G. Russell (captain), A. Warren, G. Webster, B. Goldfinch, J. Garrad, S. Edwards, 

B. J. Russell. 

Middle row: C. Russell, R. Rule, T. Virgin (vice-captain), S. Quartermaine, (coach), V. O'Loughlin, A. Leahy, S. O'Donnell, B. 

Greenhill, J. Holmes. 

Front row: N. Hunter, C. O'Dwyer, D. Shannon, A. Donaldson, P. Hayes, K. Quartermaine, T. Holmes. 

1991 - Three junior premierships 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Colts premiers 1991. 

Back row(left to right): J. Usher, G. Rule, A. Hicks, D. Holmes, S. Virgo, J. Rule, M. Ottaviano, 

M. Manglesdorf, R. Rule (runner). 

Third row: M. Boord, M. Virgo, C. Johnson, J. Crombie, J. Foxton, P. Keddie, R Dendy, D. Crimmons, 

L. Franker, D. Shore (vice captain), B. Van Room. 

Second row: D. Lalich (secretary), L. Wilson (director), J. Neil (director), K. Patten (president), 

T. Kullack (captain), R Holmes (coach), N. Hough (director), R. Butler (director), B. Bostelman 

(timekeeper), A. Caputo (director). 

Front row: J. Quartermaine, J. O'Donnell, S. Paull, Craig Shore, C. Shore, K. Quartermaine, 

J. Holmes, W. Yurovich, R. McDowell, J. Holmes, M. Russell, R. Holmes. 

 

Kalgoorlie City Football Club, league premiers 1992. 

Back row (left to right): K. Virgo (trainer), J. Long, D. Morris, G. Craig, R. Anderson, A. Hicks, G. 

Moir, G. Rule (runner), R. Butler (trainer). 

Middle row: R. Rule (runner), W. Smeets (committee), B. Bostelman (timekeeper), C. Murphy, M. 

O'Loughlin, S. Prentice, D. Begley, G. Reside, G. Longa, G. Rogers, M. Dreja, E. Spain (committee), 

]. Usher (committee), P. Lock (committee). 

Front row: D. Lalich (secretary), R. Wellstead, R Morris (vice-captain), K. Patten (president), R. 

Holmes (coach), W. Coutts (captain), M. Hall, G. O'Loughlin. 

Holding banner: S. Paull, W. McNeil. 

Absent: M. Ottaviano, P. Green, B. Virgo (committee). 



 

Graham Reside: Courage personified 

Graham Reside, take a bow. 

Yours is the best - and also the most inspirational - effort by a Kalgoorlie City player in a grand final. 

Reside's herculean performance in the 1992 grand final was also one of the most courageous efforts by 

any premiership player in the 102-year history of Goldfields football. 

Kangas won the 1992 grand final, kicking 17.20 (122) to Mines Rovers 10.9 (69).  

What made Reside's performance so meritorious was the fact that he dislocated his shoulder late in the 

third quarter. It was the culmination of several heavy bumps that he'd received in the first half - and 

another in the third quarter which saw his shoulder "pop out" of its joint.  

In severe agony, the tall, skinny ruckman beckoned to the sidelines for help. Kangas' trainer Kevin "The 

Pope" Virgo responded to the call and Reside insisted that his shoulder be pushed back into its original 

position. 

"I pushed down from the top of the shoulder and back in she went," said Virgo, a former Kangas player 

himself from the 1960s and 1970s.  

"Reside went on to play the most outstanding game I've ever seen from an individual in Goldfields 

football." 

Even though Kangas were in front on the 

scoreboard at half time, Reside 

continued to take the centre ruck knocks, 

palming the ball directly to ground, 

allowing Kangas' small men Glenn 

O'Loughlin and Glenn Moir to either 

swoop on or smother the ball.  

Reside then rested on the defensive side 

of the centre where he took a series of 

overhead marks and foiled a number of 

forward attacks by Mines. He finally left 

the field exhausted and in great pain 10 

minutes before the final siren. 

Reside was rewarded for his efforts by 

capturing both the Fyson Medal and the 

Subiaco Golds award for being best 

player afield. 

Reside played little football on 

the Goldfields after his great 

grand final performance in 

1992, but his efforts will always 

be remembered by Kangas followers. 

Ouch! “Pop it back in, Pope. Then send me a prayer … cos we’ve got a 
premiership to win this afternoon.” 



 

Dedicated Doug: Doug Comben clears the ball during one of his 

league games for Kangas during the 1980s. 

1997: Oh so close 

It was a gut-wrenching afternoon for Kalgoorlie City Football Club supporters when the club's league 

team went down narrowly to Boulders in the 1997 grand final. 

With three minutes of the match remaining Kangas were in front. But a late flurry by the Tigers saw 

them claw their way over the line to win 13.16 (94) to 13.9 (87). For Kangas, the seven -point loss foiled a 

bold bid for a clean sweep of the league, reserves and colts premierships.  

Earlier in the day Kangas had beaten Mines 14.17 (101) to 7.1 (43) in the reserves grand final while the 

colts also defeated Mines, the score being 7.11 (53) to 3.6 (24).  

Despite losing the league grand final, Kangas won the GFL's champion club award for 1997.  

Kalgoorlie City has only once achieved premierships in all three grades in the same season. That was in 

1953. 

While the 1997 grand final loss was a bitter blow for the league team, in many respects it was a triumph 

for the players and their coach Gary Kohlmann because 12 months earlier the team had finished last on 

the premiership ladder. 

 

Loyalty at its best 

It is a pity there are not more people like Norm 

Hough and Doug Comben in modern-day football 

clubs. 

While not football superstars themselves, they have 

been champions of a different kind, through their 

loyalty and commitment to the Kalgoorlie City 

Football Club. 

Hough's association with Kangas began in the sub 

juniors in 1963 and ended as a reserves player in 

1986. Along the way he played 37 league and 150 

reserve grade games, won a GFL reserves fairest 

and best in 1978, coached the under 12s for three or 

four years, was the caller at the club's bingo fund-

raising nights for 13 years and was ultimately 

awarded a life membership. 



 

Big Contributor: Norm Hough. 

Doug Comben has so far played 26 league and 183 reserves matches for 

Kangas. He captained the reserves for 11 years from 1987-1997, coached the 

reserves from 1990-1993 and again from 1995 to the present time, won a GFL 

reserves fairest and best in 1995 and was awarded a life membership of 

Kangas in 1997. 

Both Hough and Comben simply love being involved with the club, and it is 

significant that both have stuck by the club through the boom years as well 

as the lean years.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Kangas' Castle: Clubrooms of the Kalgoorlie City Football Club at the Sir Richard Moore Sports Centre in 1998. 



 

 

Reflections 

 

Kalgoorlie City Football Club's 1984 league premiership team - the second of three premierships in the 

1980s. 

Back row (left to right): J. Wulff, R. Swain, B. McGlashan, D. Gardiner, A. Virgo (trainer), 

A. Sharman, P. Ferguson, R. Fernie. 

Third row: J. Krepp, D. Anderson, L. Erceg, L. Wilson (vice-captain), M. Stockley, M. Holmes, 

G. Roberts, B. Smith. 

Second row: J. Dixey (trainer), B. Virgo, L. Barrett, A. Boyes, T. Virgo (president), G. Cotter 

( captain), J. Neil (coach), G. Rogers, C. King, L. Littlewood, S. Wilson (runner). 

Front row: W. Golding, R. O'Loughlin, A. Leicester, R. Russell, B. Johnson, T. Wilson. 

Insets top: C. Rogers (selector), D. M. Hodsdon (club doctor). Insets bottom: F. Palladino, B. Krepp, C. Rule. 

Absent M. Oldfield. 

Kangas’ best eras 

There have been three distinct golden eras in the history of the Kalgoorlie City Football Club.  

The first was a 13-year period from 1925 to 1937 when the club contested eight grand finals, winning 

two premierships (1927 and 1930) and finishing runners-up six times (in 1925, 1931, 1933, 1934, 1936 and 

1937). The club also took out four B-grade premierships (in 1925, 1926, 1934 and 1935).  

The 10-year period between 1953 and 1962 was another quality era for the Kalgoorlie City Football Club. 

During that time they won three premierships 



 

(1953, 1954 and 1962) and finished runners-up on three occasions (1955, 1957 and 1959). In 1953 KCFC 

achieved a first in Goldfields football - premierships in all three grades (A-grade, B-grade and juniors). 

Kangas' juniors also won consecutive premierships in 1956 and 1957.  

Then followed the club's great revival period in the 1980s. In 13 seasons between 1980 and 1992 KCFC 

won four league premierships (1980, 1984, 1988 and 1992) and finished runn ers-up on two occasions 

(1981 and 1986). 

 

Highs and lows 

Any sporting club has its highs and lows, and the Kalgoorlie City Football Club is no exception.  

First, the good news. The best defensive effort by a Kalgoorlie A-grade team was against Railways on 20 

May 1900 when they restricted the red-and-blacks to just two behinds, while Kalgoorlie scored 4.4 (28).  

In 1926 Kalgoorlie City's B-grade team went through the season undefeated.  

1953 was the most successful year in the club's history. That year Kangas won the premiership in all 

three grades (A-grade, B-grade and juniors) and provided the league's fairest and best player in the A-

grade (Don Willox), the league's leading goal kicker Jack Johnson who booted 43 goals in qualifying 

matches for the season, the leading goal kicker in the B-grade Alan Virgo with 39 goals and the leading 

goal kicker in the juniors J. Maloney with 34 goals. In the grand finals,  Kangas' A-grade beat Mines 

13.18 (96) to 9.13 (67), the B-grade beat Railways 14.10 (94) to 3.13 (31) and the juniors beat Railways 7.9 

(51) to 7.7 (49). 

In 1954 Kangas beat hot favourites Mines in the grand final 11.9 (75) to 9.14 (68) after Mines had won 

every game of the season up until the final match of the season.  

On 8 August 1971 Kangas scored 25.29 (179) against Norseman which is thought to be the highest score 

ever kicked by a KCFC league team. 

In 1972 Kangas scored 20 goals for the first time in consecutive matches: on 4 June (20.21 to Boulder's 

13.17) and on 11 June (20.10 to Kambalda's 12.8). It was again achieved late in the 1985 season.  

On 29 June 1980 Rob Lilburne kicked 13 goals for Kangas against Norseman which is the highest goal 

tally for a Kangas league player. The scores that day were Kalgoorlie 23.19 (157) to Norseman 4.8 (32).  

In 1984 Kangas kicked its highest-ever score in a premiership victory - 19.24 (138) over Kambalda. 

In 1991 Kangas' three under-age teams (colts, 13s and under and 15s and under) all won premierships, 

the latter two going through the season undefeated.  

Now, the bad news: In their first game on 24 May 1895 Hannans failed to score against Boulder. That 

day the Boulder "Busters" scored 11.12 (78) to Hannans nil.  

On 17 July 1904 Kalgoorlie City was restricted to just one scoring shot. Thank God it was a goal - against 

Railways who scored 6.12 (48).  



 

Kalgoorlie's highest losing margin is thought to be 189 points. On 23 June 1907 Kalgoorlie stripped four 

men short against Boulder City and were thrashed 31.20 (206) to 2.5 (17).  

Kalgoorlie City went goaless on 17 May 1908, against Boulder City. The score that day was Boulder City 

14.15 (99) to Kalgoorlie's six behinds.  

In 1977 Kangas' league team failed to win a game. In fact, they registered just two -and-a-half wins in 

three seasons (nil in 1977, one win and a draw in 1978 and one win in 1979). 

Kangas' longest losing streak against any one club (Railways) spanned nearly eight years - from 20 

August 1972 to the opening round of the 1980 season on 27 April. During that time Kangas' league team 

took some terrible beatings at the hands of the "redlegs" including 28.22 (190) to 7.8 (50) on 3 June 1973; 

24.16 (160) to 8.4 (52) on 26 May 1974; 26.24 (180) to 9.7 (61) on 25 May 1975; 30.19 (199) to 9.10 (64) on 

18 August 1975; 31.18 (204) to 6.11 (47) on 11 June 1979 and 33.14 (212) to 1 1.5 (71) on 23 July 1979. Lest 

we forget! 

 

Team of the century 

No single person or committee would ever be correct in choosing a combination of the best 21 

footballers to represent the Kalgoorlie City Football Club this century.  

However, here is a group of Kangas players who would be hard to beat.  

Backs:   Ray Steward  Jack Regan  Arthur Ballantyne 

Half Backs:   Dave Ferguson  Dave Cuzens  Barry Clarke 

Centres:  Stan Heal  Gus Ferguson (v-c) Herb Virgo jnr 

Half Forwards:  Dick Lawn  Frank Murphy  Doug Oliphant 

Forwards:  Ron Woodward  Cec. Rowlands  Brian Marr 

Ruck:      Interchange:  

Jerry Dolan (c-coach)    Billy Thomas 

Glenn O’Loughlin     Jack Wells 

Ted Pool     Ernie Martiensen 

 

PLAYER PROFILES 

Full-back line 

• Ray Steward. "Tough as nails" back-pocket player from the 1930s. An excellent drop kick who yielded 

few possessions to his opponent;  

• Jack Regan. The ex-Collingwood champion whom many people regard as the greatest fullback ever to 

play Australian Rules football. He served as captain-coach of Kangas from 1947-49; 

• Arthur Ballantyne. Outstanding Kalgoorlie City defender who unloaded some long torpedo punt 

kicks. Captain and best for Goldfields in its win over WA in 1934.  



 

Half-backs 

• Dave Ferguson. Described by the Geelong Football Club historian as "afraid of no one" and could play 

either up forward or in defence. A brilliant mark and hard running centre -half-forward when he 

played for KCFC in early 1920s. One of the best players for the Goldfields against South Fremantle in 

1922 before becoming a legend at Geelong for his saving mark which helped Geelong win the 1925 

premiership. He returned to the Goldfields and played one more season with Kangas before again 

heading back to Geelong and finally ending his career with North Melbourne in 1931;  

• Dave Cuzens. Centre-half-back for Kangas. Just under 6ft tall, he was a long kick, great mark and 

wonderful reader of the play. The best footballer to play for Kalgoorlie City since the war. Dual 

premiership player (1953 and 1954) and club fairest and best in 1955. Pl ayed 69 league games for 

Richmond where he won two fairest and best awards (1958 and 1959) while playing at fullback. 

Represented Victoria in 1959 and 1960 and later coached Subiaco;  

• Barry Clarke, triple fairest and best for Kangas (1972, 1973 and 1974). A n ex-South Fremantle league 

player, he was like the Rock of Gibraltar for Kangas at centre -half-back and other key positions over 

many seasons. 

 

Centreliners 

• Stan "Pops" Heal. Played for Wallabies and later in Kangas' league team in 1939. A wingman of the 

highest order, he was a premiership player for Melbourne and West Perth in the same year (1941);  

• John "Gus" Ferguson. A highly dependable midfielder and team leader. Played in Kangas' first two 

premiership teams (1927 and 1930). Won the GNFL's fairest and best in 1930 and captained the 

Goldfields on two occasions during the 1930s:  

• Herbert Virgo (junior). A winger of outstanding ability who served Kangas over many years. A 

member of the 1926 State schoolboys team, a member of the Goldfields team which beat S outh 

Australia in 1937 and a member of Kangas' 1941 premiership team.  

 

Half-for wards 

• Dick Lawn, a 1926 State schoolboy player for WA who later played A -grade for Kangas in 1928 at 

centre-half-forward, then captained East Perth, Claremont and Western Australia; 

• Frank Murphy, the ex-champion Collingwood centre-half-forward who coached Kangas in 1938. 

Played in an amazing four consecutive premierships for Collingwood (1927, 1928, 1929 and 1930);  

• Doug Oliphant, a former WA State and Fitzroy player who coached Kangas to a premiership in 1941.  



 

Full-forwards 

• Ron Woodward. Skilful ruckman with great stamina. He was best afield in Kangas' 1962 premiership 

side. Also won a GNFL fairest and best award in 1963;  

• Cec Rowlands. A great full-forward for Kangas in the 1930s and early 1940s. Kicked five goals when 

Goldfields beat WA in 1934. In 1937 he was East Perth's leading goal kicker. Returned to the 

Goldfields to play in KCFC's 1941 premiership team. A State representative who coached East Perth 

in 1945 and 1946; 

• Brian "Moggie" Marr. A fearless little rover with good goal sense. First Kangas player to play in three 

premierships with the club - 1953, 1954 and 1962. Australia's best umpire in the 1950s, Harry Beitzel, 

said Marr had the ability to play in the VFL.  

 

Followers 

• Jerry Dolan, one of the all-time great coaches of WA football, he started his senior playing career with 

Kalgoorlie City in the early 1920s. Captained the State and coached East Fremantle to five 

premierships and East Perth to one flag;  

• Glenn O'Loughlin. Champion rover, centreline player. Won seven club fairest and bests on Goldfields 

plus two GFL fairest and best awards (1982 and 1983). He coached Kangas to a premiership in 1988 

after a stint with West Coast Eagles in their inaugural season in 1987;  

• Ted Pool. Played in Kangas' losing 1925 grand final side. Went to Hawthorn in 1926 and became a 

leading rover for the VFL club for more than a decade. The first WA player to play 200 VFL games, he 

also represented Victoria on seven occasions.  

 

Interchange 

• Billy Thomas. Played for Kangas in 1925 and 1926, but details of his performances on the Goldfields 

are sketchy. Won the 1929 Sandover Medal while playing for East Perth;  

• Jack Wells. Described as the best all -round player on the Goldfields in 1905 while playing for 

Kalgoorlie City. Later captain of St Kilda and also played for Carlton. Appointed captain of Victoria, 

but was unable to play due to injury;  

• Ernie Martiensen. A prodigious kick of the football. Could play either up forward or in defence. After 

his playing career with KCFC in the mid to late 1920s he won the Lynn Medal for East Fremantle in a 

premiership year in 1937. 

 

Apologies to the following players: 

• Ted Rowell. One of the best footballers in Australia during a star -studded career that saw him first 

play in Coolgardie, then as a member of Hannans' 1897 premiership team, followed by Kanowna, 

Collingwood, Kalgoorlie Railways and back to Collingwood.   He played a total of 189 games for  



 

Collingwood including three premierships, represented Victoria  seven times, won the VFL goal 

kicking award in 1902 and was voted Champion of the Colony the same year;  

• Ted Holdsworth. Champion full-forward with Swan Districts who coached KCFC in 1939 and then 

went back to Swans; 

• Toby Lethridge. Fine Kalgoorlie City player who was a member of the Goldfields team which beat 

North Adelaide in 1923. Later joined East Fremantle;  

• Billy Kingsbury. After playing with KCFC in the 1930s he played 85 league games for West Perth and 

also coached Swan Districts; 

• Len Hayward. Ex-South Fremantle league player who was captain of Kangas' 1953 and 1954 

premiership sides. Played in centre or centre-half-forward. Had lightning leg speed and was a good 

kick; 

• Peter Krepp. Speedy wingman with excellent drop kick. Goldfields' fairest and best winner in 1969 

who played in Perth's 1966 and 1977 premiership teams;  

• Darryl Wilkinson. A very athletic and talented player for Kangas in the 1960s and early 1970s. Could 

play anywhere and win the game off his own boot, if sufficiently motivated. Also played league for 

Subiaco; 

• Max Johnson. Champion centreman in early 1980s. Club fairest and best in his only two years on the 

Goldfields in 1980 and 1981, he later went on to play league football for East Fremantle;  

• Gordon "Bullet" Virgo, kicked four goals for the Goldfields against St Kilda in 1938, played in 

Kangas' 1941 premiership team and later coached Kangas'  juniors to premierships in 1956 and 1957;  

• Rick Rees. Outstanding centre-half-back for Kangas in 1936. A great reader of the ball, a sure pair of 

hands and overall, very reliable;  

• Graham Little. A schoolteacher recruited from the WANFL competition during the 1930s. As a centre -

half-forward and pinch ruckman, he was a player with plenty of skill who won the GNFL's fairest 

and best award in 1935. 

 

Club officials and awards 

Following is a list of Kalgoorlie City Football Club officials and fairest and best winners. The list is 

incomplete because records have either been lost or mislaid in earlier generations or destroyed in a fire 

at the Kalgoorlie Country Club in 1987. 

 

Year  President  Secretary  Coach  Fairest and Best 

1922 KCFC P.W. Carmody  S. Smith  J. McDermott    

1925  W. Sansum  E.C. Bruce  J. Scott 

1927  W. Sansum  C.B. Pratt  T. Webb 

1929 KFRFC (Wallabies) 

  J. Mutton  J. Wright  H. Terrell 

1930 KCFC E. Bruce  C.B. Pratt  J. Ferguson J. Ferguson 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Year President Secretary Coach Fairest and Best 

1938 G. Clements C.B. Pratt F. Murphy  
1939  T. Holdsworth C. Southcott J. Sullivan 
1940 T. Hosking B.S. Milbanke A. Butcher R. Forward 
1941 T. Hosking B.S. Milbanke D. Oliphant R. Southcott 
No senior competition between 1942-1944   
1942 KCFC Juniors    
 H. Virgo Snr  L. Lloyd H. Hanrahan 
1946 H. Virgo R. Forward   
1947 A. Dunstan C. Wulff J. Regan  
1948 A. Dunstan C. Wulff J. Regan K Donaldson 
1949 A. Dunstan C. Wulff J. Regan J. Krepp 
1950 AV. Wickens C. Wulff A. McPartland C. Kelly 
1951 A.V. Wickens C. Wulff J. Morris K. Blair 
1952 L. Diggins C. Wulff J. Morris A. Lehman 
1953 L. Diggins C. Wulff C. Reynolds A. Lehman 
1954 L. Diggins C. Wulff C. Reynolds D. Willox 
1955 G. M. Hansberry C. Wulff C. Reynolds D. Cuzens 
1956 G. M. Hansberry C. Wulff C. Reynolds K Bartle 
1957 G. M. Hansberry C. Wulff G. Hicks J. Reidy 
1958 D. Willox C. Wulff R. Collins R. Pugh 
1959 D. Willox C. Wulff C. Hickman W. Salmon 
1960 J. Watts C. Wulff I. Loxton D. Maund 
1961 J. Watts C. Wulff C. Hickman L. Naughton 
1962 J. Watts C. Wulff R. Myles R. Pugh 
1963 J. Watts C. Wulff R. Myles R. Woodward 
1964 A. Cranston C. Wulff R. Pugh J.Johnson 
1965 A. Cranston C. Wulff L. Naughton B. Werndley 
1966 K Clarke C. Wulff J. Neil G. Watts 
1967 H. Lewington B. Ivanac N. Flood A. McKell 
1968 L.J. Carroll K. Kelly N. Flood D. Dargan 
1969 L.J. Carroll K. Kelly N. Flood P. Krepp 
1970 R. Burgess K. Kelly J. Harding D. Dargan 
1971 A. McKay N. MacLean J. Harding P. McCabe 
1972 A McKay N. MacLean B. Clarke B. Clarke 
1973 J. Neil/A. McKay N. MacLean B. Clarke B. Clarke 
1974 J. Neil N. MacLean G. Johnson B. Clarke 



 

Year 

1975 

1976 

1977 

1978 

1979 

1980 

1981 

1982 

1983 

1984 

1985 

1986 

1987 

1988 

1989 

1990 

1991 

1992 

1993 

1994 

1995 

1996 

1997 

1998 

President 

 J. Neil  

J. Neil  

J. Neil 

J. Neil 

A. Caputo 

A. Caputo 

L. Volich 

A. Caputo 

A. Caputo 

T. Virgo 

D. Gardiner 

D. Gardiner 

T. Kent 

K. Patten 

K. Patten 

K. Patten 

K Patten 

K Patten 

P Lock 

P. Lock 

P. Lock 

H. Gallagher 

L. Wilson 

L. Wilson 

Secretary 

N. MacLean 

N. MacLean 

N. MacLean 

N. MacLean 

B. Marr 

B. Marr 

N. MacLean 

N. MacLean 

N. MacLean 

N. Hall 

T. Kent 

T. Kent 

H. Gallagher 

L. May 

T. Massimini 

D. Lalich 

D. Lalich 

D. Lalich 

D. Lalich 

D. Lalich 

D. Lalich 

D. Lalich 

D. Lalich 

D. Lalich 

Coach 

B. Clarke 

G. Watts 

G. Watts 

B. Marr 

B. Pascoe 

K. Patten 

K. Patten 

K Patten 

J. Neil 

J. Neil 

J. Neil 

A. Tidy 

A. Tidy 

G. O'Loughlin 

G. O'Loughlin 

G. O'Loughlin 

G. O'Loughlin 

R. Holmes 

R. Holmes 

R. Hill 

W. Golding 

P. MacDonald 

G. Kohlmann 

G. Kohlmann 

Fairest and Best 

I. Holman 

I. Holman 

R. Swain 

R. Russell 

A. MacDonald 

M. Johnson 

M. Johnson 

D. Anderson 

G. Roberts 

L. Erceg 

G. Poison 

G. Parnell 

R. Harris 

G. O'Loughlin 

G. O'Loughlin 

R. Morris 

G. O'Loughlin 

G. Moir 

D. Clohessy 

R. Harris 

Brad Smith 

J. Bow 

K. Quartermaine 

  

The 1998 Board of Directors of the Kalgoorlie City Football Club. Back row (left to right): 

Debbie Lalich, Ian Holman, Bronte Johnson, Brian Goodwyn, Ashton George. Front row: 

Trevor Doust, Lawrie Wilson (chairman), Richard Morris and Bob O'Grady-Smith. 



 

150 or more league matches 

Herb Virgo jnr 183 

Ray Steward 150 plus 

Ken Blair 153 

Brian Marr 182 

Jack Neil 237 

Gerry Watts 150 plus 

Lawrie Wilson 164 

Greg Rogers  157 

 

Life members 

Over the years, Kalgoorlie City Football Club has honoured a total of 53 life members for their dedicated 

and effective service to the club. They include:  

H. E. Virgo Snr*, E. C. Bruce*, W. Markham*, C. B. Pratt*, R. Hughes*, J. Dineen*, H. E. Virgo Jnr*, C. 

Romano*, C. Wulff*, S. K. McKay*, J. Wulff*, W. King*, D. V Willox*, R. Graham*, E. Woodroffe*, G. 

Moir, E. Martiensen*, K. Blair, T. Bowen*, R. M. Fernie Snr*, R. E. Steward*, H. C. Wulff*, E. Bostelman*, 

F. Shepherd Snr*, G. H. Symons*, A.V Wickens*, L.J. Carroll, A. D. Virgo, K. D. Donaldson, R. Hill*, K. J. 

Kelly*, J. H. Neil, S. Hedland*, K. Turner*, Mrs V. Krepp, B. Marr, G. Watts, N. MacLean, Mrs G. Virgo, 

Mrs P. Hedland, B. McGlashan, R. Fernie Jnr, Mrs J. Littlewood, L. Wilson, A. Caputo, R. Russell, N. 

Hough, Mrs F. Moodie, K. Patten, G. Rogers, B. Virgo, C. Rogers, D. Comben.  

 

League life members 

KCFC people who served the Goldfields Football League with 

distinction, to an extent that they were made life members of the 

league: 

H. E. Virgo Snr*, C. Wulff* and D. Krepp. * deceased
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A stylised logo of the club, printed in the 
Kalgoorlie Miner in 1980. 



 

GFL fairest and best  

1930 John "Gus" Ferguson 
1935 Graham Little 
1945 John Seddon 
1946 Ray Southcott 
1953 Don Willox 
1961 Leo "Tex" Naughton 
1963 Ron Woodward 
1969 Peter Krepp 
1986 Wes Coutts 
1984 Gary Roberts 
1992 Glen Moir 
1997 Kris Quartermaine 
 

GFL leading goal kickers 
1933 Bob Crow 
1952 Jack Johnson 
1953 Jack Johnson 
1955 Len Hayward 
1962 George Grljusich 
1984 Mike Stockley 

 

B-grade/reserves GFL fairest and best 

1959   Frank Shepherd 

1963 Laurie Bostelman 

1964   Garry Leigh ton 

1967   John Terrell 

1978   Norm Hough 

1981   Brett Virgo 

1993   Phil Reid 

1995 Doug Comben 

1996 Dean Casey 

1997 Russell Wellstead 

 



 

B-grade/reserves GFL leading goal kickers  

1926 Geoff Clements 39 
1934 Phil Neilson 68 
1939 Phil Neilson 55 
1951 Alan Virgo 59 
1952 Alan Virgo 41 
1952 Alan Virgo 39 
1954 Kevin Hammond 29 
1955 Kevin Hammond 43 
1960 George Grljusich 31 
1961 Ron Littlewood 27 
1962 Ron Littlewood 23 
1972 Fred Richards 31 
1980 John Wrenstead 55 
1994 Scott Johnston 32 
1997 Shaun Ennor 35 

 

Fyson medal 

(either best on ground in grand final or inter-league games) 

1982     Glenn O'Loughlin (Goldfields versus Eastern Districts)  

1992     Graham Reside (grand final)  

1997     Matthew Bailey (Great Southern carnival)  

 

Juniors/colts GFL fairest and best 

1974 Brett Virgo 

1975 Ron O'Loughlin 

1990        Tim Kullack 

1996        Glen McKay 

 

Juniors/colts GFL leading goal kickers  

1953 John Maloney 34 
1954 Jim Reidy 53 
1974 Brett Virgo 29 
1992 Damian Crimmins 32 
1993 Damian Crimmins 44 

 



 

Grand Finals 

League premierships (11) 

1897 Hannans 5.6 (36); Boulder 4.7 (31) 

1927 Kalgoorlie City 7.15 (57) Railways 6.10 (46) 

1930 Kalgoorlie City 11.12 (78) Railways 7.16 (58)  

1941 Kalgoorlie City 11.12 (78) Railways 11.9 (75)  

1953 Kalgoorlie City 13.18 (96) Mines Rovers 9.13 (67)  

1954 Kalgoorlie City 11.9 (75) Mines Rovers 9.14 (68)  

1962 Kalgoorlie City 12.15 (87) Railways 11.9 (75) 

1980 Kalgoorlie City 11.15 (811 Kambalda 10.13 (73) 

1984 Kalgoorlie City 19.24 (138) Kambalda 14.10 (94)  

1988 Kalgoorlie City 15.11 (101) Mines 10.15 (75)  

1992 Kalgoorlie City 17.20 (122) Mines 10.9 (69)  

 

Losing grand finals (13) 

1925 Kalgoorlie City 5.13 (431 Boulder City 10.21 (81) 

1931 Kalgoorlie City 9.11 (65) Railways 11.8 (74)  

1934 Kalgoorlie City 8.16 (64) Mines Rovers 11.20 (86)  

1936 Kalgoorlie City 8.15 (63) Mines Rovers 17.5 (107)  

1937 Kalgoorlie City 16.14 (110) Mines Rovers 18.17(125) 

1948 Kalgoorlie City 6.6 (42) Boulder City 19.27 (141)  

1952 Kalgoorlie City 10.8 (68) Railways 14.12 (96)  

1955 Kalgoorlie City 7.7 (49) Mines Rovers 13.15 (93)  

1957 Kalgoorlie City 6.12 (48) Mines Rovers 17.12 (114)  

1959 Kalgoorlie City 7.14 (56) Boulder City 14.18 (102) 

1981 Kalgoorlie City 9.18 (72) Kambalda 22.12 (144)  

1986 Kalgoorlie City 12.7 (79) Boulder 20.16 (136)  

1997 Kalgoorlie City 13.9 (87) Boulder 13.16 (94)  



 

Premiership details 
 

1897 

Quarter-time 
Hannans 1.2; Boulder 2.3 

 

Half-time 

Hannans 4.5; Boulder 4.4 

 

Three-quarter time 

Hannans 4.6; Boulder 4.5 

 

Final scores 
Hannans 5.6 (36); Boulder 4.7 (31)  

Goals for Hannans 

A. McKenzie, Bond, Parker, T. Rowell, J. Gullan.  

Best for Hannans 

Mclntyre, T. Rowell, J. Gullan, Bowe and Mitchell. 

 

1927 

Quarter-time 
Kalgoorlie 3.3; Railways 1.2 

 

Half-time 

Kalgoorlie 6.5; Railways 3.6 

 

Three-quarter time 

Kalgoorlie 6.10; Railways 4.7 

 

Final scores 
Kalgoorlie 7.15 (57); Railways 6.10 (46)  

 

Goal scorers for Kangas 
W. Fraser, J. Wulff (2), C. Romano, E. Martiensen and D. Palmer (1).  

 

Best players for Kangas 
T. Quinlivan, J. Hardy, G. Clements, W. Fraser, C. Romano, J. Ferguson and E. Martiensen.  

 



 

1930 

Quarter-time 
Kalgoorlie 0.5; Railways 3.7 

 

Half-time 

Kalgoorlie 4.14; Railways 3.8 

 

Three-quarter time 

Kalgoorlie 4.15; Railways 6.16 

 

Final scores 
Kalgoorlie 11.22 (88); Railways 7.16 (58) 

 

Goal scorers for Kangas 
W. Fraser, H. Virgo, E. Derrington (2), D. Willox, R. Graham, J. Wulff, J. Ferguson and T. Quinlivan.  

 

Best players for Kangas 

J. Ferguson, W. Fraser, E. Derrington. J. Wulff, H. Virgo and T. Quinlivan.  

 

Kalgoorlie City, premiers 1930. 
Back row (left to right): R Hill, R. Butcher, J. Bremner, E. Derrington, T. Quinlivan, W. Fraser, R. Graham, M. Higgs 
(steward). 
Third row: W Markham (trainer), J. Wulff, E. Martiensen, D. Willox (vice-captain), T. Dolan, H. Clarke, H. Jones, L. 
Durbridge, O. Adams (trainer). Second row: J. Dineen (committee), E. Bruce (president), C. Wulff, H. Virgo, J. Ferguson 
(captain), J. Hardy, D. Rogers, C Pratt (hon. secretary), D. Palmer (committee). Front row: R Hughes (trainer), H Fisher, W 
Kellow, B. Taylor, W. Bruce (trainer). Insets: A. Reardon, C Romano, E. Taylor. 



 

1941 

Quarter-time 
Kalgoorlie 3.3 (21); Railways 1.2 (8) 

 

Half-time 
Kalgoorlie 4.4 (28); Railways 6.5 (35) 

 

Three-quarter time 
Kalgoorlie 11.11 (77); Railways 7.5 (47)  

 

Final scores 
Kalgoorlie 11.12 (78); Railways 11.9 (75) 

 

Goal scorers for Kangas 
D. Oliphant (4), R. Forward, F. Taylor (2), H. Hanrahan, C. Southcott, OC Rowlands (1).  

 

Best players for Kangas 

R. Forward, D. Oliphant, R. Lee, C. Rowlands, E. Lloyd, J. Clarke and C. Southcott.  

 

1953 

Quarter-time 

Kalgoorlie 4.6; Mines 4.7 

 

Half-time 

Kalgoorlie 8.8; Mines 5.8 

 

Three-quarter time 

Kalgoorlie 9.10; Mines 7.13 

 

Final scores 
Kalgoorlie 13.18 (96); Mines 9.13 (67) 

 

Goal scorers for Kangas 
J.Johnson, R. Addison (3), G. Regan, L. Hayward, R.  Evans (2), A. Lehman (1) 

 

Best players for Kangas 
A. Lehman, D. Willox, R. Evans, D. Cuzens, F. Shepherd, D. Johnson, F. Burrows and J. Krepp.  



 

1954 

Quarter-time 

Kalgoorlie 4.4; Mines 5.3 

 

Half-time 

Kalgoorlie 7.3; Mines 7.7 

 

Three-quarter time 

Kalgoorlie 9.5; Mines 9.12 

 

Final scores 
Kalgoorlie 11.9 (75); Mines 9.14 (68)  

 

Goal scorers for Kangas 
J.Johnson (5), R. Addison, A. Lehman (2), B. Marr and G. White 

 

Best players for Kangas 
D. Cuzens, J.Johnson, M. Wulff. D. Courtney, D. Johnson, G. White, D. Willox and R. Boyd. 

 

1962 

Quarter-time 
Kalgoorlie 3.7; Railways 1.3 

 

Half-time 

Kalgoorlie 6.9; Railways 4.5 

 

Three-quarter time 

Kalgoorlie 9.13; Railways 8.8 

 

Final scores 
Kalgoorlie 12.15 (87); Railways 11.9 (75) 

 

Goal scorers for Kangas 
G. Grljusich (5), N. Hayward, B. Marr (2), J. Neil, D. Marr and J. Evans 

 

Best players for Kangas 

R. Woodward, J. Miller, J. Johnson, D. Marr, V. Evans, J. Evans, G. Grljusich.  



 

1980 

Quarter-time 
Kalgoorlie 2.3; Kambalda 3.8 

 

Half-time 

Kalgoorlie 5.11; Kambalda 4.10 

 

Three-quarter time 

Kalgoorlie 7.12; Kambalda 8.11 

 

Final scores 
Kalgoorlie 11.15 (81); Kambalda 10.13 (73)  

 

Goal scorers for Kangas 
R Usher, K. Patten, Ric Taylor, M.Johnson (2). Ted Taylor, G. Watts, L. Wilson 

 

Best players for Kangas 
R. Swain, M. Johnson, R. Russell, K. Patten, Ted Taylor, R. Lilburne, G. O'Brien.  

 

1984 

Quarter-time 
Kalgoorlie 2.7; Kambalda 4.1 

 

Half-time 

Kalgoorlie 6.10; Kambalda 4.5 

 

Three-quarter time 

Kalgoorlie 14.12; Kambalda 7.7 

 

Final scores 
Kalgoorlie 19.24 (138); Kambalda 14.10 (94) 

 

Goal scorers for Kangas 
R. O'Loughlin, C. Rule (4), D. Anderson, B. Krepp, B. Virgo (2), C. King, G. Rogers, M. Stockley, L. 
Barrett. L. Erceg (1). 

 

Best players for Kangas 
L. Erceg, R. O'Loughlin, B. Krepp, L. Wilson, D. Anderson, G. Rogers.  



 

1988 

Quarter-time 

 Kalgoorlie 4.4; Mines 0.1 

 

Half-time 

Kalgoorlie 7.7; Mines 4.8 

 

Three-quarter time 

Kalgoorlie 14.10; Mines 6.8 

 

Final scores 
Kalgoorlie 15.11 (101); Mines 10.15   (75) 

 

Goal scorers for Kangas 
G. O'Loughlin (5), P. Clarke. P. Goss. B. Bucktenica (2), G. Parnell, R. Harris, A. Downie, K. Pryer (1).  

 

Best players for Kangas 
G. O'Loughlin, R. Harris. G. Parnell. C Roberts, K. Pryor, B. Bucktenica.  

1992 

Quarter-time 

Kalgoorlie 5.5; Mines 3.2 

 

Half-time 
Kalgoorlie 8.13; Mines 4.3 

 

Three-quarter time 

Kalgoorlie 10.18; Mines 8.7 

 

Final scores 
Kalgoorlie 17. 20 (122); Mines 10.9 (69)  
Goal scorers for Kangas 
W. Coutts (4), G. O'Loughlin, R. Wellstead, R. Anderson (3), G. Craig (2), M. O'Loughlin, G. Moir (1).  

 

Best players for Kangas 
G. Reside, W. Coutts, G. O'Loughlin, M. Ottaviano, S. Paull, A. Hicks.  



 

Prominent Players 

 

 

Thousands of players - league, reserves and under-age - have represented the Kalgoorlie City Football 

and its predecessor, the Hannans Football Club, since 1896.  

The following list contains more than 320 names, some of them champions, others who have contributed 

to the club in a variety of ways. They include:  

 

Hannans 

• Mills. Captain of the Hannans Football Club during the inaugural season of the HDFA in 1896; 

• Trevivian. Best player for Hannans in 1896;  

• Ted Rowell. One of the best footballers in Australia during a star-

studded career that saw him first play in Coolgardie, then as a 

member of Hannans 1897 premiership team, followed by Kanowna, 

Collingwood, Kalgoorlie Railways and back to Collingwood. He 

played a total of 189 games for Collingwood including three 

premierships, represented Victoria seven times, won the VFL goal 

kicking award in 1902 and was voted Champion of the Colony the 

same year;  

• Jerry Gullan. Kicked the final goal that helped Hannans win the 1897 

premiership;  

• Joe Marmo. Champion Hannans player of the 1890s. Tall and athletic, 

he came from Victoria playing for West Perth in 1897 and Hanna ns in 

1898. He often lined up at fullback and was rated as one of the best 

players in the HDFA;  

• Jock Tyson. A member of Hannans premiership team in 1897. One of 

the six famous brothers to play football on the Goldfields late last 

century 

and early this century. Unfortunately, all later played for Railways;  

• Alick McKenzie. Leading goalkicker in HDFA in 1897, the year 

Hannans won the premiership;  

• Ted Lockwood. Played for Hannans in 1898 after playing in West 

Perth's 1897 premiership team. Won VFL goalkicking award and premiership for Collingwood in 

1903. 

Ted Rowell, rated as the best footballer in 

Australia during his era. 



 

Kalgoorlie City - pre World War 1 

• Jack Wells. Described as the best all-round player on the Goldfields in 1905 while playing for 

Kalgoorlie. Later captain of St Kilda and also played for Carlton. Appointed ca ptain of Victoria, but 

was unable to play due to injury;  

• Herbert "Bud" Virgo (senior). One of the best players on the Goldfields during the early part of the 

century. Played in a possibles-versus-probables line up for a position in the State side, but missed 

selection for WA;  

• Gus Leahy. One of two players awarded a medal for outstanding service to Kalgoorlie City in 1903;  

• A. "Boliver" Powell. A well-known Goldfields sporting identity who was captain of Kalgoorlie City in 

1909. His playing career spanned 25 years in the local competition;  

• Otto Wulff. Captain of Kalgoorlie City in 1910. A consistent player who kept his team together. Played 

three games for East Fremantle in 1913;  

• Dick Hall. A member of the great Goldfields team that visited Perth in 1901. Was still playing for 

Kalgoorlie City in 1910. Noted as a very shrewd footballer;  

• W.A. Schiff. Outstanding pre-World War 1 player for Kalgoorlie City. Awarded the Military Medal for 

gallantry in 1917.  

 

1920s 

• Lou Schocker. Hard working and durable rover for Kalgoorlie City in the 1920s;  

• Harold Ingle. Kalgoorlie City player who was cleared to Perth in 1921;  

• Bill Gidney. Brilliant and consistent rover for Kalgoorlie City in early 1920s;  

• Clarrie Uren. Played for Kalgoorlie City in the early 1920s and six games for Carlton in 1924;  

• Jerry Dolan. One of the all-time great coaches of Australian football, he started his senior playing 

career with Kalgoorlie City in the early 1920s. Captained Western Australia and coached East 

Fremantle to five premierships and East Perth to one flag;  

• Ted Cahill. High marking player for Kalgoorlie City in the early 1920s. Played for the Goldfields team 

that played East Perth in 1922. Later played for Footscray and Subiaco;  

• Ted Parker. A top forward with Kalgoorlie City in 1923, also very effective when switched to defence;  

• Dave Ferguson. Brilliant mark and hard running centre-half-forward for KCFC in early 1920s. One of 

the best players for the Goldfields against South Fremantle in 1922, later became a legend at Geelong 

for his outstanding performance in the club's 1925 premiership win. Described by a Geelong EC. 

historian as "afraid of no one" and could play either up forward or in defence. He returned to the 

Goldfields and played one more season with Kangas before again heading back to Gee long and 

finally for North Melbourne in 1931;  



 

Dave Griffiths. Started his playing career with Kalgoorlie City in early 1920s, then played 10 games for 

Richmond (1923) and four for St Kilda in 1924. Noted for his long kicking;  

Jack Scott. Captain of Kalgoorlie City in 1925. Coached the Goldfields in its win over South Australia in 

1937; 

Toby Lethridge. Fine Kalgoorlie City player who was a member of the Goldfields team which beat North 

Adelaide in 1923. Also played in Kangas' 1925 losing grand final team. H e later joined East Fremantle;  

Ted Pool. Played in Kangas' losing 1925 grand final side. Went to Hawthorn in 1926 and became a 

leading rover for the VFL club for more than a decade. The first WA player to play 200 VFL games, he 

also represented Victoria on seven occasions; 

Herbert Virgo (junior). A winger of outstanding ability who gave solid service to Kangas over many years. 

A member of the 1926 State schoolboys team, a member of the Goldfields team which beat South 

Australia in 1937 and a member of Kangas' 1941 premiership team; 

Dick Lawn. A 1926 State schoolboy player for WA who later played A-Grade for Kangas in 1928 at 

centre-half-forward, then captained East Perth, Claremont and 

Western Australia; 

John "Gus" Ferguson. A highly dependable centreline player and 

team leader. Played in Kangas' first two premiership teams 

(1927 and 1930). Won league fairest and best in 1930 and 

captained the Goldfields on two occasions during the 1930s;  

Fred Willox. A member of Kalgoorlie City's first premiership 

team in 1927. A renowned drop-kick shot at goal; 

Billy Fraser who was awarded the Mitchell  

Medal for being the best first-year junior 

in the GFL in  1927, also played in 

Kangas' inaugural league premiership 
team that year; 
 
Tom Webb. Schoolteacher and premiership captain    of    
Kalgoorlie    City's first premiership team in 1927; 

Ernie Martiensen. A prodigious kick of the football.  Could play 

either up forward or in defence. After his playing in the Kangas' 

1927 and 1930 premiership teams he won the Lynn Medal for  

East Fremantle in their premiership season in 1937;  

 

  
 Dick Lawn who started with Kangas 

and went on to captain WA. 



 

Geoff Clements, a key player in Kangas’ 
first premiership team in 1927. 

• Geoff Clements. Strong player for KCFC during the mid to late 

1920s. Played in the club's inaugural premiership team in 1927;  

• Carl Wulff. Prominent in Kalgoorlie City's first premiership win 

in 1927: 

• Tag Romano. A lively wingman in Kalgoorlie City's first 

premiership team in 1927;  

• Jack Hardy. Played in club's 1927 and 1930 premiership teams;  

• Les Durbridge. Played in club's 1927 and 1930 premiership 

teams; 

• Billy Thomas. Played for Kangas in 1925 and 1926, but details of 

his performances on the Goldfields are sketchy. Won the 1929 

Sandover Medal while playing for East Perth.  

 

1930s 

• "Sharkey" Reardon. Kalgoorlie City player who was best afield for 

the Goldfields against East Fremantle in 1930:  

• Arthur Ballantyne. Outstanding Kalgoorlie City defender who 
unloaded some long torpedo punt kicks. Captain and best for 
Goldfields in its win over WA in 1934; 

• Dick Siviour. A solid ruckman and all-round player for Kangas 
during the 1930s;  

• Cec Rowlands. A great full-forward for Kangas in the 1930s and 

early 1940s. Kicked five goals when Goldfields beat WA in 1934. In 1937 he was East Perth's leading 

goal kicker. Returned to the Goldfields to play in KCFC's 

1941 premiership team. A State representative he also 

coached East Perth in 1945 and 1946;  

• Judda Bee. Played for Kangas before coaching Swan Districts 

in the first year in the WANFL in 1934;  

• Jock Bremner. Outstanding schoolboy footballer who later 

graduated to KCFC's senior ranks in the 1930s. A good kick 

who lined up mainly forward of the centre;  

• Clem "Snowy" Hardingham. Joined Kalgoorlie City in 1931 

from Claremont and put in many fine performances for the 

black and whites; 

Cec. Rowlands, Kangas' champion full-forward 

during the 1930s and early 1940s. 



 

Ray Southcott. 

• Ray Steward. "Tough as nails" back-pocket player during the 1930s and 1940s. An excellent drop kick 

who yielded few possessions to his opponent. Also played in Kangas' 1941 premiership team;  

• Gordon "Bullet" Virgo. Kicked four goals for the Goldfields against St Kilda in 1938, played in Kangas' 

1941 premiership team and later coached Kangas'  juniors to premierships in 1956 and 1957;  

• Reg "Ferret" Graham. Reliable defender in the 1930s;  

• Bob Crow. The league's leading goal kicker with 58 goals in 1933, a year when dozens of champion 

players paraded their talents in Goldfields football;  

• Hilary Hanrahan. A great Kangas player of the 1930s and 1940s. Played in the Goldfields team that 

beat South Australia in 1937, also Kangas' premiership team in 1941;  

• John Compton. A class footballer from Claremont.  Played for Kangas in  

1937, then returned to Claremont and became a State centre-half-forward; 

• Frank Murphy. Ex-champion Collingwood centre-half forward who coached Kangas in 1938. Played in 

an amazing four consecutive premierships for Collingwood (1927, 1928, 1929 and 1930);  

• Les Menhennett. A big rugged policeman who played several season of league football for East Perth 

and in Claremont's first premiership team in  

1938. Played as a ruckman for Kangas for several years;  

• Ted Holdsworth. Champion full-forward with Swan Districts, he coached KCFC in 1939 and then went 

back to Swans; 

• Graham Little. A schoolteacher recruited from the WANFL competition during the 1930s. As a centre -

half-forward and pinch ruckman, he was a player with plenty of skill who won the league's fairest 

and best award in 1935;  

• John Seddon. Won league fairest and best in 1945;  

• A.V. "Parley" Wickens. Played for many seasons with Kangas during the 1930s and was KCFC captain -

coach in 1937; 

• Billy Kingsbury. After playing with KCFC in the 1930s he played 85 league games for West Perth and 

also coached Swan Districts;  

• Rick Rees. Outstanding centre-half-back for Kangas and the Goldfields in 1936. A good reader of the 

ball, a sure pair of hands and very reliable;  

• Charlie Southcott. A great Kangas' player of the 1930s and early 1940s. Very  

versatile, he put in many great games for the Goldfields and 

played in Kangas' 1941 premiership team;  

• Ray Southcott. A skilful left-footer who played in the centre for 

Kangas. Like his brother Charlie, he played in Kangas' 1941 

premiership team. Returned to the Goldfields after the War 

and won the league's fairest and best award in 1946;  



 

Ron Forward, Kangas' best player in their 1941 

premiership win. 

• Charlie Ferguson. A member of the famous Goldfields 1937 team which beat South Australia;  

• Charlie Loverage. A top ruckman for the club during the halcyon 1930s;  

• George Christian. Skilful winger for Kangas during the mid to late 1940s. A good footballer in a tough 

era; 

• Cliff Tyson. A polished ruckman who played in the Goldfields team that beat South Australia in 1937;  

• Stan "Pops" Heal. Played for Wallabies and later in Kangas' league team in 1939. A wingman of the 

highest order, he was a premiership player for Melbourne and West Perth in the same year (1941);  

• Jim Sullivan. Won Kangas' fairest and best in 1939 and a member of the Goldfields team that beat Port 

Adelaide. Captain of Kangas in 1940 and later played in a grand final team for South Fremantle.  

 

1940s 

• Clarence "Dinty" Neilson. A top little rover and member of 

Kangas' 1941 premiership team;  

• Ron Forward. Slightly built rover, but a great mover. Played 

for Swan Districts in the mid 1930s before arriving on the 

Goldfields. Kangas' fairest and best in 1940, best player in 

Kangas' 1941 premiership team and club coach in 1946;  

• Butcher brothers. Bob, Jack, Jim and Bert were all as tough as 

desert mutton and very effective players for KCFC during 

the 1930s and 1940s;  

• Jack Carroll. Tall, lion-hearted ruckman who gave Kangas 

excellent service over a long period both on and off the field. 

A premiership player in 1941, he also played many fine 

games after the World War 11. Noted for his excellent 

marking and prodigious drop kick. Club president in 1968 

and 1969; 

• Doug Oliphant. A former WA State and Fitzroy player who 

coached Kangas to a premiership in 1941;  

• Jack Regan. Regarded by many as the greatest fullback ever 

to play Australian Rules football. He came from 

Collingwood and served as captain-coach of Kangas from 

1947-49; 

• Ken Donaldson. Played in Kangas' 1941 premiership side and won the club's fairest and best award in 

1948; 



 

• Jack Gibson. Giant ruckman of the late 1940s and early 1950s. Known as "Tarzan" to his team-mates, 

because of his great physical stature;  

• Billy Tyme. Ruckman, backman. A great trier for the club over many years from the late 1940s;  

• Jack Hegarty. Forward, centreline player. Vice-captain of Kangas in 1948. Good skills with hands and 

feet. He often used vigorous tactics to soften up opposition players;  

• Des O'Loughlin. Rover, forward. A polished goal-kicking rover with lots of courage from late 1940s 

and early 1950s. Father of premiership players Glenn and Ron;  

• Jim Fitzgerald. Backline, utility player. His never-say-die attitude was an inspiration to his team mates 

and supporters. A great kick and strong mark who knew how to take a "screamer";  

• Barry Sutherland. Rover, forward who was recruited from Norseman. Very quick and skilful. Played 

many fine games for KCFC in late 1940s;  

• Ron "Chalky" Wulff. Centre-half-back. A defender of great quality, but injury prone, hence the 

nickname; 

• Jimmy Krepp. A consistently good player for Kangas in the late 1940s and early 1950s. Wo n KCFC's 

fairest and best award in 1949;  

• Paddy Byrne. Rover, forward. A burly left-footer with good goal-kicking ability. Served the club well 

in late 1940s and early 1950s.  

 

1950s 

• Andy McPartland. Centreline player who coached Kangas in 1950. Laid the foundations for the club's 

1953 and 1954 premierships;  

• John O'Connor. Full-forward. Product of the junior ranks. A tall man with excellent marking and 

kicking skills. A great team man in the early 1950s;  

• Alan Virgo. Full-forward, forward-pocket. Short in stature, but a crafty "goalsneak". A perennial 

leading goal kicker in the reserves. Won GNFL reserves goal kicking award in 1951 with 59 goals, in 

1952 with 41 goals and in 1953 with 39 goals;  

• Charlie Kelly. Won Kangas' fairest and best in 1950;  

• Jock Morris. Full-forward. Kangas' coach in 1951-52. Although not of great physical stature, he was a 

fast-leading player who made every kick count. Excellent exponent of the drop kick;  

• Robin Hug. Centreline player who always gave 100% effort to the side. Premiership pl ayer in 1953;  

• Ray Johnson. A backline player in Kangas' 1953 team. Elder brother of Barry who played in Kangas' 

1962 premiership team;  

• Frank Burrows. Half-back. Reliable chest mark, premiership player in 1953;  

• Don Maund. Outstanding KCFC ruckman who was club champion in 1960. Great palmer of the ball 

and a fine mark. Had awkward kicking style, but  



 

was accurate. Played well against Graham "Polly" Farmer when East Perth met the Goldfields in 1960. 

Maund was cleared to Swan Districts in 1953 where he played seven games; 

• Gordon Earnshaw. Played for Kangas in the early 1950s and later joined South Fremantle and East 

Perth. A premiership player for the Royals in 1956;  

• Dave Cuzens. Centre-half-back for Kangas. Just under 6ft tall, he was a long kick, great mark and 

wonderful reader of the play. The best footballer to play for Kalgoorlie City since the war. Dual 

premiership player (1953 and 1954) and club fairest and best in 1955. Played 69 league games for 

Richmond where he won two fairest and best awards (1958 and 1959) while playing at fullback. 

Represented Victoria in 1959 and 1960 and later coached Subiaco;  

• Clarrie Reynolds. A former State player who coached Kangas to premierships in 1953 and 1954;  

• Max Wulff. Centreline player who came up through the junior ranks. Rarely lowered his colours when 

playing on the wing. Premiership player in 1953 and 1954;  

• Geoff White. Ruckman, utility player. Tall, well built with a good turn of speed, he was a prime 

mover in Kangas' success over Mines in the 1954 grand final;  

• Brian Courtney. Half-back, utility player. His excellent defensive skills came to the fore in Kangas' 

memorable 1954 grand final win over Mines;  

• Ron Addison. Highlv skilled left-footer with deadly accurate foot pass and shot for goal. Kicked six 

goals for the Goldfields in one match against the South West and was a stand out player for Kangas 

over many seasons. Played in Kangas' 1953 and 1954 premiership team;  

• George Moir. Forward, utility player. A highly skilful player during some lean years for Kangas in the 

late 1940s. Later awarded life membership of the club;  

• Stan Hedland. Fullback, back-pocket. Recruited from Leonora in late 1940s. Excellent long kick. Played 

many great games in the B-grade, a fine clubman and ultimately rewarded with life membership of 

KCFC; 

• Gus Lehman. A burly ruckman who held his ground well in ruck contests or when spelling up 

forward. Won Kangas' fairest and best trophy in 1952 and 1953 and premiership player in 1953 and 

1954; 

• Kevin Ivanac. Centreline player, forward. Lightly-framed player with good speed and excellent kick. 

A member of Kangas' 1954 premiership team;  

• Bob Pratt. Full-forward. A product of the junior ranks, he was a spectacular mark and accurate kick. 

His injury prior to the 1952 grand final was a great loss to the club. Played eight league games for 

East Fremantle in 1953; 

• Alister McLeod. Big ruckman forward, who came up through the juniors. Played many fine games for 

Kangas and the Goldfields during the 1950s. Later picked as an all -Australian amateur; 



 

• George McKernan. Ruckman forward. An exceptional local talent in the 1950s. He was only around for 

a short time, but was all class;  

• Kevin Bartle. High leaping ruckman, forward. Won Kangas' fairest and best in 1956;  

• Jim Boyd. Back-pocket specialist. Was surprisingly quick for his stocky build. Premiership player in 

1953; 

• Ken Blair. A tall and rugged centre-half back who played 150 games for Kangas. Won the club's fairest 

and best award in 1951. Played in 1953 and 1954 premiership teams and was a great club man who 

fittingly earned life membership;  

• Jim Reid. Centreline player. Lightly framed left-footer with a big heart. His best performance was in 

the 1954 grand final when his long raking drop kicks sent the ball deep into attack on many 

occasions; 

• Graham Wilkinson. Ruckman, forward. Strongly built player who made his presence felt. Played many 

fine games over a number of years;  

• Syd Tobin. Centreline player with a very solid build. Premiership player in 1953 and 1954;  

• George Regan, A tall, yet speedy player. The bane of opposition coaches because he was hard to 

match-up on. Played in a variety of positions including half -forward, half-back and as a ruck-rover, 

Premiership player in 1953;  

• Murray Riseborough. Half-forward, utility player. A highly skilful player recruited from Wa gin. 

Premiership player in 1953;  

• Jack Johnson. A tall, bulky full-forward and part-time ruckman with tremendous courage and 

impeccable shot for goal. Dual premiership player in 1953 and 1954 and GNFL leading goal kicker in 

1952 and 1953; 

• Don Willox. Undoubtedly one of the best ruckmen to play for Kalgoorlie City. A key player in Kangas' 

1954 premiership team. Won the Fletcher Medal in 1953 and Kangas' fairest and best in 1954;  

• Barry Ivanac. Centreline player who played in Kangas' 1954 and 1962 premiership t eams. Also 

represented the Goldfields;  

• Don Johnston. Fullback recruited from Mines. Drop kicked the ball over long distances and played a 

magnificent game in the 1954 grand final. Dual premiership player in 1953 and 1954;  

• Len Hayward. Ex-South Fremantle league player who was captain of Kangas' 1953 and 1954 

premiership sides. Played in centre or centre-half-forward. Had lightning foot speed and was a good 

kick; 

• Roy Evans. A rugged ruck-rover and half-back recruited from Coolgardie. Played reserves for 

Richmond. Premiership player in 1953 and 1954. His untimely death in a mining accident robbed the 

club of a hard working committeeman;  

• Geoff Hicks. A skilful midfielder who played several years for Kangas, then for Subiaco before 

returning to coach KCFC in 1957; 



 

• Bill Cooper. Full-forward, utility player. Product of junior ranks, he was an excellent mark and 

accurate kick. He represented the Goldfields and won GNFL goal kicking with 39 goals in 1957;  

• Albert "Googie" Lamotte. Backline, utility. Ex-junior, he was a pugnacious type who played some fine 

A-grade games for the club during a limited career;  

• Les Denness. Centreline player, forward. Courageous, fleet footed player who gave great drive from 

the middle of the ground;  

• Rodney Terrell. Half-forward, utility. Left-footer with plenty of pace, flair and goal scoring ability;  

• Phil Scherini. Centreline player with abundant speed and skill;  

• Colin Trezona. Ruck-rover, forward. Graduated from juniors to league level and represented the 

Goldfields, as he did in baseball and cricket; 

• Jim Reidy. Centreline, utility player. Leading junior who kicked 53 goals in the GNFL's under -age 

competition in 1954. Club fairest and best in 1957. Transferred to Railways where he coached with 

success. Captained the Goldfields against South Fremantle in 1965.  

• Harold Muir. Rover, forward-pocket. A very skilful visitor from Darwin. Had brilliant goal sense. 

Stayed only a short time;  

• Don Elhers. Fullback. Very talented defender with excellent kick. Goldfields representative. His 

brothers John and Ross also played many fine games for Kangas;  

• Phil Kirkham. Centre-half-back. Bustling player with courage. Goldfields representative;  

• Wally Salmon. Came up from Norseman and won Kangas' fairest and best award in 1959 and was 

runner-up in the Fletcher Medal; 

• Brian Russell. Back-pock player with a good turn of speed. Father of Brian (Jake) and Robbie, the latter 

a winner of Kangas' fairest and best in 1978;  

• John Reid. Wingman, rover. Remembered for his effort in kicking the winning point to propel Kangas 

into the 1957 grand final. An excellent clubman;  

• Bob Collins. Pacy red-headed recruit from Perth F. C. who coached Kangas in 1958. One of Goldfields 

best players in match against North Hobart in 1956;  

• Colin Hickman. Lithe and agile fullback. Initially from Railways, then to South Fremantle and Subiaco 

before coaching Kangas in 1959 and 1961. A great motivator on the field;  

• John Elhers. Ruckman, backman. Former club junior who played many fine games during the 1950s 

and early 1960s. Strong marking and long kicking were features of his game;  

• Miller brothers. Tom Miller was the elder of the four brothers; he played at fullback and gave solid on -

field service during the 1950s and 1960s. Joe, also a fullback, played in Kangas' 1962 premiership. 

Then there was Jim "Punky" Miller and Ray who both rucked for Kangas;  

• Owen Bunney. Forward, utility. Magnificent aerial skills and a good kick. Played many fine games for 

the club in the late 1950s.  



 

Ron Woodward, Kangas' best player in their 1962 

premiership success. 

1960s 

• Bernie Smith. A big burly key-position player during the 

early 1960s. Could kick the ball "out of sight" with his 

torpedo punts. Kicked eight goals one day and also 

represented the Goldfields;  

• John Evans. Centreline player with great skills including a 

penetrating kick. Premiership player in 1962;  

• Ron Woodward. Skilful ruckman with great stamina. He 

was best afield in Kangas' 1962 premiership side. Also won 

GNFL fairest and best award in 1963;  

• Frank Shepherd. A legend at Kangas. His career spanned 19 

years from 1947 to 1965 and he was a member of the 1953 

and 1954 A-grade premiership teams. He was five times 

runner-up in the GNFL's B-grade fairest and best award, 

although he did win it once (in 1959);  

• Ron Adams. Back-pocket and fullback. Played many fine 

games in A-grade and B-grade for Kangas during the 1950s 

and 1960s. A great contributor to the club both on and off 

the field; 

• Dick James jnr. Rover, forward. Product of junior ranks. A 

courageous player who played many fine games at senior 

level in the 1960s;  

• Albert Beasley. Ruck-rover, utility. Skilful with an 

excellent turn of speed and good goal sense;  

• Victor Hedland. Back-pocket, utility. Rose through the 

juniors to play many serviceable games at league level;  

• Brian Bostelman. Centreline, forward. Graduated from 

juniors and played many solid games at league level. A 

great contributor to the club over many years;  

• John Boase. Ruckman, Backline. Policeman who played 

with great determination and effect with the club during 

his stint; 

• Norm Hayward.   Rover, centreline player. Extremely 
quick and efficient.

Frank Shepherd, a legend at Kangas. 



 

goal-kicking rover during a limited period. Brother of 1953-54 premiership player, Len; 

• Kevin Scroop. Backline, utility. A product from the junior ranks who played many fine defensive 

games for the club;  

• Kevin "Stainless" Steele. Forward line, utility. Recruited from Mines and originally from Leonora. Tall, 

fast-moving player who played some fine games when promoted to league level;  

• Laurie Bostelman. Midfielder, ruck-rover. Junior product who was tenacious at the ball. Great left -foot 

pass and a good mark;  

• Robert Fernie. Half-back. Product of juniors. Rugged player who made life difficult for half -forwards. 

Followed in his father's footsteps by becoming a life member for Kangas;  

• Ian Loxton. Rover, forward. Recruited from Mines to coach league side in 1960. Highly skills ath lete 

and good mark for his slight stature. Played many great games for Kangas during a limited period;  

• Rodney Ashworth. Midfielder, utility. A late starter but was a player with plenty of polish. Gave the 

club great service in the early 1960s;  

• Laurie Brown. Midfielder, utility. Skilful, elusive and speedy player who played for a limited period:  

• Bill Purdy. Midfielder, utility. Sturdy build who gave good service to Kangas in the early 1960s. 

Possessed good speed:  

• Ralph King. Rover, midfielder. Graduated from juniors to become a very skilful player in A-grade 

ranks; 

• Peter Watts. Forward, utility. Played for a short time. Good pair of hands and a strong kick. Son of 

club president Hank Watts and brother of East Perth champion John K. Watts;  

• Brian Rowe. Forward, utility. Played many serviceable games during a limited period;  

• Max Douglas. Ruck-rover, utility. A no-nonsense player with plenty of strength and skill. A good team 

player at all times;  

• Brian McGlashan. Forward, utility. Performed creditably when promoted to league side. Gave the club 

enormous service over a number of years both on and off the field and was subsequently honoured 

with life membership;  

• Doug Beaton. Midfielder, utility. Played with great determination and was a good clubman;  

• Bill Pilkington. Fullback. Played juniors with CBC then became a very physical yet reliable defender in 

senior ranks for Kangas;  

• Alan McKay. Fullback. Product of juniors who played some great games at A-grade level. While not 

tall, he was quick over the ground and used spoiling tactics well. Served as club president from 1971-

73; 

• Bob Kemp. Midfielder, utility. Played some fine games when promoted to A-grade level. Father of 

West Coast Eagles champion Dean Kemp and Subiaco player Gary Kemp;  



 

• George Sharp. Midfielder, utility. Slightly built but had blistering pace. Played some good games 

when promoted to A-grade side; 

• Aubrey Toms. Ruckman, Backline. Skilled big man for Kangas and Goldfields sides. Excelled at 

boundary throw-ins; 

• Vince Evans. Back-pocket specialist. Tough and determined lad from Coolgardie who played with 

distinction in Kangas' 1962 premiership side;  

• Gordon Virgo (junior). Winger, on-baller. Ex-junior who played in Kangas' 1962 premiership team. 

Played many fine games for the club before transferring to West Perth; 

• Dennis McCrone. Fullback, utility who was recruited from West Perth. A very mobile player with a 

good turn of speed who gave Kangas great service in 1960-61; 

• John Fontanella. Centreline player. A popular winger with a great turn of speed. Played in K angas' 

1962 premiership team;  

• Bob Myles. A burly straight-through player who took Kangas to a premiership as captain-coach in 

1962; 

• George Grljusich. Full-forward who booted a match-winning five goals in Kangas' 1962 premiership 

win. Also GNFL's leading goalkicker that season;  

• Brian "Moggie" Marr. A fearless little rover with good goal sense. First Kangas player to play in three 

premierships with the club - 1953, 1954 and 1962;  

• Dale Hughes. Athletic full-forward with excellent skills. Kicked six goals for Kangas in a second semi-

final against Boulder in the late 1950s, then was recruited by Perth Football Club in 1960;  

• Don Marr. Half-forward, ruck-rover. A left-footer, he played with flair on half forward line and had 

good goal sense. A member of Kangas' 1962 premiership team. He strongly supported the club after 

his playing days;  

• Ron Littlewood. Full-forward, utility player. Played many fine games when promoted to Kangas' A -

grade side in the 1960s. Won GNFL's reserves goal kicking in 1961 and 1962. A great c lub man; 

• Keith Gaitskell. Half-back. Played some fine games when promoted to the league side. Extremely 

successful B-grader and great clubman;  

• Les Spence. Ruckman, backman. What he lacked in skill he made up for with his great determination 

and courage. Gave the club great service off the field during the 1960s and 1970s;  

• Dick Pugh. Reliable back-pocket player for Kangas in the late 1950s and 1960s. A-grade coach in 1964. 

He also won the club's fairest and best awards in 1958 and 1962;  

• Peter "Yappa" Wright. Ruckman, utility. A colourful, skilful player in the 1960s who played many fine 

league games; 

• Ted Mand. Backline, utility player. Talented, robust left-footer who could cut his own path through 

packs. Premiership player in 1962;  

• Ray "Whizzer" Krepp. Centreline, utility player. Slim build, but possessed lightning speed and plenty 

of courage. Son of Sandover Medallist George,  



 

brother of Doug, Peter and Robbie and nephew of Jim 

(Kangas' fairest and best in 1949);  

• Doug Krepp. Burly left-footer who played in Kangas' 1962 

premiership team and for the Goldfields that year. A great 

contributor to Goldfields football both on and off the 

field. Delegate and later president and life member of the 

league; 

• Barry Johnson. Half-back-flanker who graduated from the 

club's junior ranks. Premiership player in 1962;  

• Jack Neil. Half-back, utility player. "Toughie" of the 1960s 

and 1970s who enjoyed close contact with opposition 

players. Holder of record number of A-grade games for 

Kangas (237), also played in the 1962 premiership team 

and coached Kangas to a premiership in 1984;  

• Leo "Tex" Naughton. Ruckman, centre-half-forward. Long 

and lean, he was an exceptionally strong overhead mark. 

Won club and GXFL fairest and best awards in 1961 and 

coached Kangas in 1965; 

• Trevor Bidstrup. Fullback, utility. A great acquisition to 

Goldfields sport during the mid 1960s. Played many fine 

games for Kangas, an excellent kick with good defensive 

skills; 

• Vic Gleeson. Ruckman, back pocket with a good leap, good 

hands and great will to win. Product of juniors who made 

his mark at A-grade level in the 1960s; 

• Jim Fraser. Backline, utility player. Left footer who was 

recruited from Coolgardie. Good mark and kick who knew 

how to bring team-mates into the game. Premiership player 

in 1962 and currently a GFL commissioner;  

• John Johnson. Son of Jack Johnson, he won Kangas' A-grade 

fairest and best as an 18 year old in 1964. Then joined VFL 

club Geelong, playing a few reserves games;  

• Brian Werndley. Policeman recruited via Swan Districts. A 

highly skilful and versatile player for Kangas who won the 

club's fairest and best award in 1965;  

Jack Neil, premiership player in 1962. 

Leo "Tex"Naughton. 



 

• Denis Blair. Played junior football for KCFC in the late 1960s, then 146 league games for Subiaco and 

41 for Footscray; 

• Rod Virgo. Outstanding junior for Kangas in the 1960s who later played a few league games for West 

Perth; 

• Neil Flood. Well-respected playing coach of Kangas from 1967-1969. Not an overly skilful player, but 

dour in defence and a great protector of his team-mates. Coached the Goldfields against East 

Fremantle in 1968; 

• David Dargan. A bustling "don't-get-in-my-way" half-back and winger during the late 1960s and early 

1970s. Club fairest and best in 1968 and 1970;  

• Peter Krepp. Speedy wingman and excellent drop kick. Club champion 

and Goldfields fairest and best winner in 1969. He also played in 

Perth's 1966 and 1967 premiership teams;  

• Darryl Wilkinson. A very athletic and talented player for Kangas in the 

1960s and early 1970s. Could play anywhere and win a game off his 

own boot, if sufficiently motivated. Also played league for Subiaco;  

• Robert Wilkin. Fast and skilful left-footer for Kangas in the 1960s. 

Played mainly centre-half-forward, but sometimes in defence. Later 

became a champion in the South West;  

• Garry Leighton. Centre-half-forward. Played juniors for Kangas before a 

stint in the Army, then returned to play many great games for the 

club. Won GNFL reserves fairest and best in 1964;  

• Brendan Pratley. Rover, forward. A very talented left-footer who played 

many fine games with Kangas; 

• Ken Crawford. Centreline, utility. A pastoralist who made many 

sacrifices to train and play for Kangas. Good skills with enormous 

reserves of determination and courage;  

• Kerry Hosking. Centre-half-back. A very talented player who came up 

through the juniors and was a top A-grader for a couple of years. 

Blessed with great marking and kicking skills;  

• David Gardiner. Half-back, utility. Ex-junior who played some fine games for Kangas at senior level. 

Strong, speedy and a good team player;  

• Brian Dau. Rover, forward. Nuggety little player with excellent goal sense;  

• Brian Smith. Fullback. Ex-junior who played some fine games at senior level;  

• Peter McCabe. A nuggety and highly skilled on-baller during the 1960s. Later a champion player in 

the Geraldton district; 

• Gerry Watts. A great goal-kicking rover. After an outstanding junior career, he played well over 200 

games of Goldfields football, most of them with Kangas. He also played five seasons with Boulder 

City from 1971-76, one at 

David Dargan, Kangas' fairest and best 

player in 1968 and 1970. 



 

Bunbury in 1970 and one with South Mandurah in 1982. He was Kangas' fairest and best player in 

1966 and was a member of the club's 1980 premiership team;  

• David James. Rover, utility. Junior captain and fairest and best in 1966. Played two seasons at A -grade 

level, represented the Goldfields against East Fremantle in 1968, later club treasurer 1981 -83 and 

current president of the "Boomers" which raised $20,000 for Kangas in 1997;  

• Alan McKell. Slightly-built, but speedy centreline player of the late 1960s and early 1970s. Wo n club 

fairest and best award in 1967;  

• Ray Neville. Backman, utility. Played juniors for Kangas and graduated through the ranks to become a 

very capable league backman. A long-striding type who didn't mind a bit of rough stuff;  

• Claude Sekowski. Tall, ungainly-looking ruckman, but very effective during a limited stay at the club.  

 

1970s 

• John Harding. A skilful rover, "The Little General" coached Kangas in 1970 and 1971;  

• Graham Esmond. Wingman, on-baller who was recruited via East Fremantle in early 1970s. Assistant 

coach to John Harding, he was an excellent kick and Goldfields representative:  

• Johnnie Mills. A classy wingman in the early 1970s. Had pace to burn and disposed of the ball with 

good effect;  

• Ron Taylor. Midfielder, utility. A young local player with excellent skills who was around for a few 

years; 

• John Blackwell. Rugged half-back, utility. Played many fine games for the black and whites;  

• Greg Reilly. Midfielder, half-forward. Came via South Melbourne EC. and after a slow start played 

some good games during the 1970-71 seasons; 

• Kai Halford. Few came tougher than the "Sheepman". A great on-baller and centreline player for 

Kangas in the 1970s. His father Morrie also played for Kangas in the 1950s;  

• Rod Whittle. An unheralded recruit of the early 1970s. Played in ruck, centre-half-forward and full-

forward to good effect. Made the Goldfields combined side in 1971;  

• John Manuel. Tall, spindly ruckman who gave good service to Kangas in the early 1970s. Played for 

the Goldfields against Eastern Districts in 1971; 

• Graham Delsar. Long-haired and seemingly casual. But, an outstanding fullback for Kangas in the 

early 1970s. He made a South Australian underage team a few years earlier;  

• Greg Kane. A lanky ruckman of the early 1970s who knew how to tap the ball. His k icking was a bit 

suspect, but he was a good team player;  



 

• Marino Giumelli. Came to Kangas via CBC and was a polished midfielder and half -back in the early 

1970s until he broke his collarbone;  

• Laurie Ruane. Popular little player from the early 1970s who also came to Kangas via CBC. Pacy and 

an immaculate short pass;  

• Greg Donaldson. Backline, utility. Solid build and enthusiastic contributor to the club both on and off 

the field; 

• Kevin Virgo. Half-forward, utility. Very skilful on both sides of his body. Followed up his playing 

efforts with the club as a trainer;  

• Trevor Virgo. Half-forward, utility. Left-footer with good skills. Club president in 1984;  

• Brian "Jake" Russell. Backman, utility. Graduate from the original sub-junior competition. A good 

honest footballer at all times and a great clubman;  

• Max Milbanke. Back-pocket, utility. Robust left-footer who gave the club solid service for a few years;  

• Norm MacLean. Forward, utility. Strong left-foot kick. A highly-skilled youngster who ended his 

playing career early to become an administrator, serving as Kangas' secretary for 11 years from 1971 -

78 and 1981-83; 

• Peter Young. A brilliant exponent of the torpedo punt kick who was on the scene for only a couple of 

seasons in the early 1970s;  

• Barry Clarke. Triple fairest and best winner for Kangas (1972, 1973 and 1974). An ex-South Fremantle 

league player, he was like the Rock of Gibraltar for Kangas at centre -half-back and other key 

positions over several seasons;  

• Geoff Fuller. A utility player who was a very honest and reliable footballer. One of Kangas' real goers 

during the mid to late 1970s;  

• Dave Parkinson. Back-pocket. An honest defender who gave his all during a limited period with the 

club; 

• John Sara. Midfielder, utility. Speedy player with good skills;  

• Steven Morrell. Midfielder, utility. Recruited from Wongan Hills. Possessed good all -round skills and 

plenty of pace; 

• Don Pritchard. Centre-half-forward, utility. Recruited from East Perth. A player of great skill who 

played with the club briefly;  

• Trevor Sambo. Rover, midfielder. A player of magnificent skills who was likened to the Krakouer 

brothers from Claremont;  

• Ian Holman. A class footballer who was a dual club fairest and best (1975 and 1976);  

• Geoff Shepherd. Backman. Son of club stalwart Frank Shepherd. Played some serviceable games at 

fullback for Kangas;  

• Frank Shepherd jnr. A gifted footballer who could play in a variety of positions. Good goal sense and a 

fine kick; 

• Ross "Harada" Craig. Utility player. A left-footer and popular member of Kangas in the late 1960s and 

1970s; 



 

Ron Swain, best-on-ground in Kangas' 

1980 premiership victory. 

Tony MacDonald, a great Kangas 

player over a long number of years. 

Life member Greg Rogers who played 157 

games for Kangas. 

• Albert Bonney. Lanky ruckman, forward. Played many fine games for 

the black and whites. Enjoyed the rough stuff;  

• Ken Ash. Nuggety half-forward from the mid 1970s. Was a 

penetrating and accurate kick for goal;  

• Ron Swain. Burly utility player who knew how to hold his ground 

and take a strong mark. Club fairest and best winner in 1977;  

• John Mumme. Half-forward, left-foot kick with plenty of skill. Played 

briefly with the club;  

• John Cahill. Rover, forward. Diminutive rover who came up through 

the junior ranks. Later became an umpire;  

• Tony MacDonald. Robust fullback who could deliver a drop kick over 

a long distance. Club fairest and best in 1979 and unlucky to miss 

playing in the club's 1980 premiership.  

 

1980s 

• Jamie Krepp. Half-back, utility. A product from the junior ranks he 

played in Kangas* 1984 premiership side. High leaping player, 

excellent mark and kick;  

• Greg Rogers. Midfielder. Played in 1984 and 1988 premierships (he was 

injured for the 1992 grand final) and was awarded a life memb ership 

after playing 150 games for the club;  

• Max Johnson. Champion centreman in early 1980s. Club fairest and best 

in his only two years on the Goldfields in 1980 and 1981, he later went 

on to play league football for East Fremantle;  

• Glen O'Brien. Half-back, half-forward. Because of his abundant skills he 

played in a variety of positions. A premiership player in 1980;  

• Peter Fyfe. Fullback, follower. Product of junior ranks. A top defender 

who was unlucky to miss the 1980 premiership team. A great clubman;  

• Ron O'Loughlin. Rover, forward. Talented goal-kicking rover who gave 

the club magnificent service during the 1980s. Played in two 

premierships (1980 and 1984);  

• Jamie Johnson. Midfielder, forward. A good player with plenty of 

courage; 



 

• Ken Miller. Recruited from East Fremantle. Showed glimpses of talent during a limited stay;  

• Steven Broadbent. Ruckman, forward. Recruited from Geraldton. Showed potential during limited 

appearances;  

• Gary Roberts. Mitchell Medallist in 1984 who was noted for his clever reading of the ball; 

• Stephen Bennetts. Fullback. An excellent mark and kick and was generally a very efficient defender. 

Premiership player in 1980;  

• Brett Virgo. Back-pocket, utility. Product of junior ranks. Popular team player who possessed plenty of 

skill and determination. Premiership player in 1980 and 1984;  

• Ralph Virgo. Onballer, utility. Rose from junior captain of Kangas to play some fine games at senior 

level. Good allround skills;  

• Michael Thompson. Half-forward, utility. Played many fine games in the early part of 1980. Kicked six 

goals one day against Mines, but missed playing in the club's 1980 premiership;  

• Rob Lilburne. Centreline, forward. Very fast and skilful player who was recruited from Claremont. 

Booted 13 goals against Norseman on 29 June 1980. Great value to the club during the early 1980s;  

• Wes Coutts. A former league player from East Perth who won the Mitchell Medal while playing for 

Kangas in 1986; 

• Wayne Golding. He began his playing career with Kangas before shifting to Subiaco where he won t he 

league goal kicking award in 1990. Returned home to captain-coach Kangas in 1995;  

• Kevin Patten. Ruck-rover, utility. Recruited from Geraldton in 1979 and led Kangas as captain -coach to 

their first premiership in 18 years in 1980. Served as club presiden t from 1988-92 giving magnificent 

service to the club overall;  

• Brian "Pencil" Smith. A robust defender who loved the rough stuff and was a match-winner. He added 

great stability and experience to Kangas' defence. A premiership player in 1980 and 1984;  

• Peter Usher. Full-forward, ruckman. Rose from the juniors. Strongly built and could hold his ground 

well. Kicked 23 goals from six matches in 1980. A premiership player that year;  

• Nolan Hall. Midfielder, utility. Recruited from Kambalda. Very skilful and elusive. He provided great 

drive from the centre of the ground during Kangas' 1980 premiership year;  

• John Hawkins. Midfielder, half-forward. Recruited from Mines. Highly skilled and unlucky to miss the 

1980 grand final;  

• Eric Taylor. Centre-half forward, utility. Recruited from South Fremantle. Solidly built with great 

skills. His use of the body was a feature of his play, especially in marking duels. His third -quarter 

goal in the 1980 premiership lifted the side to greater heights;  



 

• David Johnson. Ruckman, backman. Strongly built. Carried the brunt of the ruck work in first half of 

1980 season, but missed the grand final;  

• Edward Taylor. Centre-half-forward, ruckman. Tall, lithe and very talented. Gave club excellent 

service over a limited period. Played in the 1980 premiership; 

• George Loverock. Ruckman, forward. Strongly built player with an excellent level of fitness. What he 

lacked in finesse, he made up in courage. Premiership player in 1980;  

• Robbie Russell. Midfielder, utility. Product of sub juniors. Highly skilled with plenty of pace and 

courage. Gave excellent service over a number of years and rewarded with a premiership in 1984. 

Club champion in 1978; 

• Brian Phelan. Midfielder, utility. Recruited from Mines. Played some fine games over a limited period;  

• Daryl Balchin. Ruckman, forward. Ex-Swan Districts and Boulder City. Chairman of selectors at 

Kangas in 1980. Played a few games during the premiership year when rucking stocks were low. 

Gave the club outstanding service;  

• Peter Boladeras. Backman, utility. Played some fine games when promoted to league level during the 

1980 premiership season; 

• Greg Willett. Midfielder, half-forward. Skilful, elusive player who had the happy knack of bobbing up 

where the ball was. Premiership player in 1980;  

• Darryl Stevens. Half-forward. Highly skilled player who played a few games in 1980-81; 

• Lawrie Wilson. Half-back, fullback. Product of sub juniors. Tremendous skills and courage. One of the 

star players of the 1980s playing in three premierships (1980, 1984 and 1988). He and Brian Marr are 

the only people to play in three KCFC premierships;  

• Steven Wilson. Rover, forward. Magnificent kick and marking were attributes of this highly skilled 

league player. With more dedication he could have gone to a higher level;  

• Linton Pike. Rover, forward. Dependable left footer who was 

unfortunate to miss the 1980 premiership team. A great clubman;  

• David Anderson. Midfielder. Abundant skills and courage. A 

premiership player in 1980 and 1984 and club fairest and best in 

1982; 

• Warren Steward. Midfielder, backman. An outstanding junior player 

for Kangas who played 24 games for South Fremantle before 

returning to the Goldfields to play in Kangas' 1980 premiership;  

• Gerry Cotter. Utility. Big, strong and a long kick,  

he captained Kangas' 1984 premiership team;   

David Anderson 



 

• Glenn O'Loughlin. Champion rover, centreline player. Won seven 

club fairest and bests on Goldfields plus two GFL fairest and best 

awards (1982 and 1983). He coached Kangas to a premiership in 

1988 after a stint with West Coast Eagles in their inaugural 

season in 1987; 

• Gary "Ned" Parnell. Midfielder. Walked into the club unheralded 

and turned out to be a brilliant ball-getter and club fairest and 

best in 1986;  

• Peter Goss. Half-forward. Recruited from Tasmania in 1988. Good 

goal kicker, but stayed only one season;  

• Ashley McCracken. Half-back. Former league player from Perth 

who played in Kangas' 1988 premiership team.  

 

1990s 

• Geoff Aubrey. Ruckman, forward. Recruited from East Fremantle. 

A well built player who performed well during a limited pe riod 

at the club;  

• Colin Beardshaw. Centre-half-forward, ruckman. A talented player with excellent skills. Served the 

club admirably both on and off the field;  

• Chris Bargiev. Back-pocket, utility. Vigorous defender who played with great heart. While possess ed 

with a limited range of skills he always made a contest of any situation;  

• Glenn Moir. Centreman. Recruited from East Fremantle. Mitchell Medallist and club champion in 

1992. Highly skilled player who could read the play well and accelerate quickly;  

• Kris Quartermaine. Rover. Product of junior ranks. Small in stature, 

but possessed with abundant skills. Mitchell Medallist and club 

champion in 1997;  

• Mike Stockley. Centre-half-forward, full forward, ruckman. A giant 

of a man with excellent skills. Premiership player and GFL leading 

goal kicker in 1984;  

• Craig King. Midfielder, utility. A classy left footer who played in 

Kangas' 1984 premiership side;  

• Les Barrett. Recruited from Karratha via East Fremantle. A skilful 

type who contributed greatly to the club's 1894 premiership;  

• Mitch O'Loughlin. Half-back. Ex-Kangas junior who played in the 

1992 premiership team before trying out with the Perth EC;  

Ned Parnell. 

Kris Quartermaine 



 

• Paul Clarke. Rover. Ex-junior who went on 

to play 108 games at league level for 

Kangas. Premiership player in 1988; 

• Brett Buktenica. Centre-half-forward. Ex-

East Fremantle player who was a member 

of Kangas' 1988 premiership team. Knew 

how to lead when seeking possession. Was 

also an excellent mark and kick of the 

football; 

• Ric Harris. Ruck-rover, midfielder. 

Recruited from Bunbury. A player of 

tremendous skills who won Kangas' club 

champion award twice - in 1987 and 1994. 

Played 87 league games for the club;  

• Alan Downie.    Ruckman, forward.   Small 

of stature for a ruckman served the club 

with great determination: 

• Rod Anderson. Half-back. Left-footer with 

magnificent kicking skills. An astute 

reader of the play. Played 50 league 

games; 

• Mick Ottaviano. Mid-fielder, backman. A 

cool, dependable defender; 

• Steven Paull. Rover, half-forward. Product 

of junior ranks who gave the club good 

service over a limited time; 

• Adrian Hicks. Midfielder, half-forward. Recruited from CBC. Left-

footer with a prodigious kick. Played some strong games at league 

level; 

• Lou Erceg. Ruckman, forward. Recruited from Swan Valley-Midland 

area. A big strong ruckman with an intimidating presence at centre 

bouncedowns. Gave the club tremendous service. Fyson Medallist for 

his outstanding effort in the 1984 grand final, also club champion 

that year; 

• Ashley Tidy. Centre-half-back, ruck-rover. Recruited from Swan 

Districts. Strongly built player with great skills and courage. 

Coached Kangas in 1986-87, serving the club admirably;  

b u t  

A trio of champions (left to light): Mike Stockley, Lou Erceg a n d  Gary Roberts. 

Ric Harris, 1987 and 1994 club champion 

with Kangas. 



 

Former Kangas' under-age player Todd 

Holmes, now with the West Coast Eagles. 

• Gordon Polson. Ruck-rover. 1985 club champion with West Perth. 

Played with great skill and was super fit while with Kangas. Played 

for only a limited period; 

• Brett Krepp. Rover, half-forward-flank. A player of tremendous 

courage and a great crowd pleaser;  

• Todd Holmes. Product of junior ranks before moving on to Subiaco 

and then drafted by the West Coast Eagles in 1998;  

• Aaron Garrad. Fullback. Played 108 league games for Kalgoorlie City. 

A product of Kangas' juniors, he later tried out with the Perth F.C.  

 

Youngster "Jezza" Holman with his father Ian (left), a former club champion, and Kangas' stalwart Jack 
Neil (right) in whose honour the club's new $20,000 junior development gymnasium was named. The 
well-appointed facility, located beneath Kangas' clubrooms at the Sir Richard Moore Sports Centre, was 
officially opened by Federal MHR for Kalgoorlie, Graeme Campbell, in February 1998. 

 



 

Acknowledgements 

 

 

 

 

 

I am particularly indebted to Brian Marr and Jack Neil for their considerable assistance in p roviding 

profiles on numerous post-World War II players as well as details about specific events over the last 50 

years. Others who have contributed in various ways include Alf Caputo, Lawrie Wilson, Jacquie 

Littlewood, Delys Neil, Cobber Rogers, Norm and Craig MacLean, Gordon Virgo snr, Ray Krepp, Mrs 

Gladys Bostelman, Calvin Wilson, Ken Weston, Paul Simpson, Les Everett, the Kalgoorlie Miner, Batt ye 

Library, the Museum of the Goldfields and the fine craftsmen and women at Q Multimedium and 

Optima Press. Many Thanks. 

- John Terrell 

Jeff "Buddha" Usher who paid $850 for the privilege of being Kangas’ No 1 ticket 

holder for the 1998 season. Jeff thoroughly deserves the honour because he has been a 

great club supporter over many years including the last 15 years as volunteer bar 

manager. 



 

 


